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This invention relates to packing material for fragile 
articles, and it particularly relates to packing material 
made of molded paper pulp and adapted to ?rmly but 
resiliently support lotion bottles or the like within a pack 
ing case. 
The packaging material of the present invention may 

be brie?y described as a standard sized tray which may 
be used with equal e?ect to support either the relatively 
enlarged bottom ends of lotion bottles or the relatively 
narrow neck portions of such bottles. Since such bottles 
must be resiliently supported both at their upper and 
lower portions to prevent undue rattling and breakage 
within the packing case, a single, standard tray which 
can serve either of these functions is obviously advan 
tageous in its economy of time, labor and expense of 
production; and this presents one of the primary objects 
and advantages of the present invention. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a packing tray which is both simple and sturdy in con 
struction. 
Other objects and many of the attendant advantages 

of this invention will be readily appreciated as the same 
becomes better understood by reference to the following 
detailed description when considered in connection with 
the accompanying drawings wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a tray embodying the pres 
ent invention. 

Fig. 2 is a view partly in section and partly in eleva 
tion, taken on line 2—2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3—3 of Fig. 1. i 
Fig. 4 is a side sectional view of a packing case con 

taining bottles supported by the trays of Figs. 1-3. 
Fig. 5 is an end sectional view of the assembly of Fig. 4. 
Referring now in greater detail to the ?gures of the 

drawings wherein similar reference characters refer to 
similar parts, there is shown a tray, generally designated 
10, constructed of molded paper pulp, and comprising 
a rectangular sheet de?ned by a peripheral rim 12. This 
rim 12 may be considered as lying in the basic plane of 
the sheet. 

Depending from the plane of the sheet are a plurality 
of pockets 14, these pockets being arranged in four 1on 
gitudinal rows of three pockets each parallel with the 
major axis of the sheet and constituting three transverse 
columns of four pockets each parallel with the minor 
axis of the sheet. 
Each pocket 14 is octagonal in shape and is separated 

from the adjacent pockets in the same row by ribs 16. 
These ribs 16 are positioned in the same horizontal plane 
as the rim 12; that is, in the basic plane of the sheet. 
The pockets are also separated from the adjacent pockets 
in each column by ribs; such ribs being indicated at 18. 
The ribs 18 are much lower than the ribs 16, pro 

jecting only a little above the bottom walls of the pockets. 
However, each end of the ribs 18 is de?ned by an up 
wardly-inclined wall 20 which forms a square edge of 
a generally triangular, hollow post 22 or 24, depending 
on whether the post is in the center or along the edge 
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of the tray. The posts 22 and 24 have inclined walls 
and are truncated to form frusto-triangular shapes; how 
ever they extend well above the basic plane of the sheet, 
their upper ends being ?attened in a common plane. 
The outer sides 26 of the posts 24 incline downwardly 
and outwardly to meet the rim 12; however the posts 
22 are integrally connected, base-to-base, with similar 
posts 22 on the opposite side thereof, both posts combin 
ing to form a generally diamond shape, as best seen in 
Fig. 1. The diamond-shaped posts form separating bar 
riers between adjacent ribs 16. 
At each end of each column of aligned ribs 16 and 

posts 22, there is provided a triangular hollow post 28 
which, when viewed in top plan, as in Fig. 1, corre 
sponds to half of a combined post 22—22 with the line 
of section taken on the major axis of the combined 
post. These posts 28 are truncated and ?attened at their 
upper ends, these ends being disposed in the same plane 
as the upper ends of posts 22 and 24. 

Provided in the center of the bottom wall of each 
pocket 14 is a circular hole 30. This hole is constructed 
of a size and shape to snugly receive the neck portion 
of a lotion bottle such as illustrated at 32 in Figs. 4 
and 5. At the same time the pocket itself is of a size 
and shape to snugly receive therein the bottom portion 
of the bottle. ' 

‘In packing the bottles 32, a tray 10 is placed at the 
bottom of a case 36, a layer of bottles 32 is inserted 
into the case with the bottoms of each of the bottles in 
the layer positioned in the corresponding pockets 14. 
A second tray 10 is then inserted over the tops of the 
layer of bottles in such manner that the necks of the 
bottles extend through the corresponding openings 30 
wtih the stoppers 38 of the bottles nestled within the 
con?nes of the corresponding pockets 14. 

Obviously many modi?cations and variations of the 
present invention are possible in the light of the above 
teachings. It is, therefore, to be understood that within 
the scope of the appended claims the invention may be 
practiced otherwise than as speci?cally described. 

'What is claimed is: 
1. A package comprising a packing case and a layer 

of bottles in said case, said layer comprising a bottom 
packing tray de?ned by a peripheral rim, a plurality of 
pockets in said tray, said pockets each having a bottom 
wall and inclined side Walls and being arranged in par 
allel rows and in parallel columns transverse to said 
rows, each of said pockets being separated from the 
pockets adjacent thereto by ribs and said ribs being sepa 
rated from each other by hollow posts extending to a 
height above the height of said ribs ‘and of said periph 
eral rim, and an ‘opening in the center of the bottom 
Wall of each of said pockets, a bottle positioned in each 
of said pockets with the bottom portion of each of 
said bottles snugly engaged Within the corresponding 
pocket while the major portion of the bottle extends up 
wardly therefrom, and a second packing tray, substan 
tially identical in construction to said ?rst described pack 
ing tray, positioned at the upper portion of said layer 
with the neck of each of said bottles extending through 
the opening in a corresponding pocket. 

2. The package of claim 1 wherein each bottle is pro 
vided wltl; a stopper, said stopper having its upper end 
positionel .n a plane substantially common with the 
plane of the upper ends of said posts in said second pack 
ing tray. 

3. A package comprising a packing case and a layer 
of bottles in said case, said layer comprising a ‘bottom 
packing tray de?ned by a peripheral rim, a plurality of 
pockets in said tray, said pockets each having a bottom 
wall and inclined side walls and being arranged in par 
allel rows and in parallel columns transverse to said 



mamas 
3 ' . 

rows, and an opening in the center of the bottom wall 
of each of said pockets, a bottle positioned in each of 
said pockets, with the bottom portion of each of said 
bottles snugly engaged within the corresponding pocket 
whilethe major portion of the bottle extends upwardly 
therefrom, and a second packing tray, substantially iden 
tical in construction to said ?rst described packing tray, 
positioned at the upper portion of said layer with the 
‘neck of each of said bottles extending through the open 
ing in a corresponding pocket. 

4. The package of claim 3 wherein each bottle is pro 
vided with a stopper, said stopper having its upper end 
positioned in a plane substantially common with the 
plane de?ned by the top of said second packing tray. 
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