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1 Claim. (0!. 27-1) 

The present invention relates to metal casket and vault 
protection devices, and particularly to devices for reduc 
ing or preventing electrolytic destruction of metal burial 
containers when buried in the ground. 
The primary object of the invention is to provide a 

sacri?cal protecting metal supported on burial caskets and 
burial vaults to reduce or prevent electrolytic destructive 
damage to the metal from which the casket or vault is 
formed. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a support 

structure for securing sacri?cal metal blocks to burial 
vaults and caskets with the sacri?cal metal arranged in a 
decorative manner. 
A further object of the invention is to provide attractive 

decorative blocks of sacri?cal metal with means for sup 
porting the metal blocks exteriorly of a vault or casket. 

Other objects and advantages will become apparent in 
the following speci?cation when considered in the light of 
the attached drawings, in which: ‘ 
Figure 1 is a prospective view of a burial vault with the 

invention attached thereto. 
' Figure 2 is an enlarged side elevation of the burial 
vault illustrating one of the sacri?cal blocks. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary horizontal cross 
section taken along the line 3-3 of Figure 1, looking in 
the direction of the arrows. 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary side elevation of a modi?ed 
form of the invention. 

Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary horizontal cross 
section taken along the line 5—5 of Figure 4, looking 
in the direction of the arrows. 

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 3 of another modi 
?ed form of the invention taken along the line 6—-6 of 
Figure 7, looking in the direction of the arrows. 

Figure 7 is a vertical cross-section taken along the line 
7—-—7 of Figure 6,'looking in the direction of the arrows. 

Fgure 8 is a view similar to Figure 3 of still another 
modi?ed form of the invention. 
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The casket or burial vault 20 is equipped with conven 

tional handles 21, a top 22, side wall 23, and end wall 24. 
The casket or burial vault 20 is provided with a plurality 
of sacri?cal metal blocks 25 normally formed of mag 
nesium and arranged in spaced apart relation on the side 
walls 23 and end walls 24 of the casket or vault 20. 

In the form of the invention illustrated in Figures 1 
through 3, the casket or vault 20 is provided with a plu 
rality of outwardly extending threaded studs 26 having 
their inner ends welded at 27 to the casket or vault 20. 
A circular neoprene or rubber gasket 28 is provided with 
a central opening 29 to engage over the threaded stud 26 
and is positioned against the casket or vault ‘20 in encom 
passing relation to the threaded stud 26. 
The block 25 is provided with a central threaded axial 

bore 30 and the block 25 is mounted to the casket or vault 
20 by threading the bore 39 onto the stud 26 with the 
gasket 28 maintaining the block 25 spaced outwardly 
slightly from the casket or vault 20‘. Studs 26 provides 
an electrical connection between sacri?cal metal block 25 
and the casket or vault 20. 
As can be seen in Figure 2, the block 25 is normally 

provided with a decorative form and/or surface decora 
tions to enhance the appearance of the casket or vault 20. 

Referring now to the modi?cation illustrated in Figures 
4 and 5, the casket or vault 2G is provided with a plurality 
of studs 26a threaded at its outer end and connected to 
the casket or vault 20 by welding 27:: with the stud 26a 
extending outwardly therefrom. 
A sacri?cal metal magnesium block 25a is provided 

‘ with a central bore 30a through whichv the stud 26a ex 
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Figure 9 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical cross-sec- ' 
tion taken along the line 9-9 of Figure 8, looking in the 
direction of the arrows. . 

Figure 10 is a view similar to Figure 3 of another modi 
?ed form of the invention. ' 

Figure 11 is a View similar to Figure 3 of still another 
modi?ed form of the invention. 

Figure 12 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical cross 
section taken along the line 12-42 of Figure 11, looking 
in the direction of the arrows. 

Figure 13 is a top plan view of a casket or burial vault 
illustrating a'modi?ed design of sacri?cal metal block. 

Figure 14 is a fragmentary corner elevation of a casket 
or burial vault illustrating a sacri?cal metal block enclos 
ing the corner. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail wherein like 
reference characters indicate like parts throughout the 
several ?gures, the reference numeral 20 indicates gen 

. erally a casket or burial vault constructed in accordance 
with the invention. 
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tends. A nut 31 engages the threaded end of the stud 
26a and clamps the block 25a against a neoprene or rub 
ber gasket 28a. The studs 26a provide an electrical con 
nection between sacri?cal metal blocks 25a and the casket 
or vault 20. 
An ornamental cap '32 has a central opening 33 to en 

compass the nut 31 and has a threaded bore '34 centrally 
arranged therein to threadahly engage the threaded end 
of the stud 26a. The cap 32 provides a decorative cover 
for the stud 26a and nut 31, as can be best seen in Fig 
ure 4. 

In Figures 6 and 7 another modi?ed form of the inven 
tion is illustrated wherein the casket or vault 20 is pro 
vided with a plurality of pairs of L-shaped brackets 35 
arranged in spaced apart opposed relation. Each‘ of the 
L-shaped brackets 35 are provided with an inwardly ex 
tending set screw 36 extending toward the casket or vault 
20 with its inner end spaced therefrom. 
A sacri?cal metal magnesium block 25b is cast on a 

metal strap 37 centrally thereof with the strap 37 having 
each end extending outwardly terminating in a portion 38 
engaged beneath the L-shaped brackets 35 between the 
inner end of the set screws as and the casket or vault 29‘. 
The strap 37 is perforated at 39 so that the sacri?cal metal 
extends therethrough in the casting to intimately lock the 
strap 37 and the block ‘2512 together and provide a perma 
nent low resistance electrical contact between the sacri? 
cal block 2512 and the metal strap ‘37. 
The block 2512 is provided with a gasket 23b formed 

'of neoprene or rubber positioned between the block 25b 
and the casket or vault 2i) and the ends '38 of the strap 37 
are clamped to the casket or vault 2.9 by turning the set 
screws 36 in a clamping direction. Generally rectangular 
caps 40 are frictionally engaged over the brackets 35 en 
compassing the set screws 36 and the ends 38 of the strap 
37 providing a decorative cover therefor. 
A further modi?cation is illustrated in Figures 8 and 9 ‘ 

wherein the casket or vault 20 is provided with a pluraL 
ity of sacri?cal metal magnesium blocks 250. The block 
25c is cast on a strap 370 formed the same as the strap 
37 with perforations 39c arranged therein. The ends 38c 
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of the strap 37c are welded to the casket or vault 20 and 
generally rectangular caps 400 are engaged thereover. 
The caps 400 are provided with inwardly extending de 

tents 41 to engage the ends 38c of the strap 37c to se 
cure the caps 40c thereto. A neoprene or rubber gasket 
28c is positioned between the casket or vault 20 and the 
block 250, as can be seen in Figures 8 and 9. 
A further modi?ed form of the invention is illustrated 

in Figure 10, wherein the casket or vault 20 is provided 
with a plurality of threaded studs 26d and each stud 26d 
supports a sacri?cal metal magnesium block 25a’ having 
a central bore 30d engaging over the threaded stud ‘26d 
and a somewhat larger bore 33d arranged to receive a 
nut 31d which is threaded onto the stud 26d to secure 
the block 25d to the vault Ztl against a neoprene or rub 
ber gasket 28d. 
A plug 42 is positioned in the bore 33d to cover the 

exposed end of the threaded shaft 26d and the nut 31d. 
Another modi?ed form of the invention is illustrated in 

Figures 11 and 12 wherein the casket or vault 2.0 is pro 
vided with a plurality of sacri?cal metal magnesium 
blocks 25c each of which is cast around a cylindrical 
transversely extending metal rod 37c. Each end of the 
rod 37e is provided with a relatively short axial bore 390, 
for reasons to be assigned. 
The casket or vault 20 is provided with a plurality of 

pairs of upstanding ears 35a, and the ears 35c are pro 
vided with axially aligned threaded bores 43. A set 
screw ‘36a extends through each of the threaded bores 43 
and has a reduced diameter inner end portion 44 engaged 
in the bore 39a in each of the rods ‘372. 
A generally rectangular cap (we encompasses each of 

the ears 35a and the set screws 36a and is secured to the 
cars 3512 by inwardly extending detents 41a, as best shown 
in Figure 12. , 

In Figure 13, a casket or vault 20]‘ having a cover 22)‘ 
is provided with a sacri?cal metal magnesium block 25;‘ 
having the shape of a cross. The block 25]‘ may be se 
cured to the top 22]‘ of the casket or vault 20)‘ by any of 
the attaching structures illustrated in Figures 1 through 12. 

10 

20 

30 

35 

40 

In Figure 14, a casket or vault 20g having a side wall 
23g and an end wall 24g is provided with a sacri?cal metal 
magnesium block 25g arranged to decoratively encom 
pass the corner of the casket or vault 20g. The block 
25g may be secured to the casket or vault 20g by any 
of the fastening structures illustrated in Figures 1 
through 12. ' 

It should be understood that the term burial container 
used in the claim is generic to a burial vault and a 
burial casket. 
Having thus described the preferred embodiments of 

the invention, it should be understood that numerous 
other structural modi?cations and adaptations may be 
resorted to without departing from the scope of the 
appended claim. 
What is claimed is: 
In combination, a metallic burial container, a plurality 

of sacri?cal metal blocks, a neoprene gasket interposed 
between each of said blocks and said container, and me 
tallic means securing said blocks to said container with 
said gasket spacing said container and said blocks apart, 
the entire surface of each block except that adjacent said 
gasket being exposed to the surrounding media, said 
means for securing said container and said blocks to 
gether including a plurality of threaded studs welded to 
said container, and said blocks each having a threaded 
bore engaged over said threaded studs, the outer surface 
of each block being ornamented. 
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