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This invention relates to a resilient hand stamp. More 
particularly, the invention relates to a hand stamp having 
a printing member which remains out of contact with 
relatively plane surfaces except when used in a prescribed 
manner. 

Accordingly, an object of the invention is a hand stamp 
which may be placed upon any relatively planesurface 
with an exposed printing member facing the planar sur 
face but remaining out of contact therewith until actuated 
by pressure. A more speci?c object of the invention is 
a hand stamp as described comprising a housing having 
two opposed ?exible side walls which permit the printing 
member to be brought into contact with a surface to be 
printed by the application of pressure on the housing. 
Other objects will become apparent upon reading the de 
scription of the invention and its mode of operation. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation. Figure 2 is an end eleva 
tion with a cutaway section. Figure 3 is a bottom view 
as observed by turning the printing member toward the 
viewer. Figure 4 is a vertical cross section perpendicular 
to the long axis of the printing member as shown in 
Figure 3. Figure 5 is a perspective view of a cross sec 
tion showing a cut away portion of an alternate side wall 
construction. 
The hand stamp comprises a housing which has at least 

two opposed side walls 5 and 6, joined together inter 
mediate their upper and lower extremities by a transverse 
dividing member 12, the lower portions 7 and 8 of the 
opposed side walls being ?exibly mounted to the upper 
portions of the same side walls. Transverse member 12 
couples the outer walls at a position above the point of 
?exure ‘which divides the side walls into upper portions 
5 and 6, and lower portions, 7 and 8. In the drawings, 
coupling means consist of vertically oriented grooves 15 
which receive projections 16 extending downwardly from 
the inner surfaces of side walls 6 and 7. The transverse 
plate is supported by inwardly extending horizontal nubs 
17. A printing member, 1%, is a?ixed to the outer side 
of the transverse dividing member 12 so that it lies in a 
plane 13 above and substantially parallel to the plane 14 
which is established by the lower extremities 15a and 
16a of the lower portions 7 and 8 of the opposed side 
walls 5 and 6. Projecting downwardly from the trans 
verse plate on both sides of printing member 10 are lim 
iting means 18. The lower extremities of these means 
occupy a position below the line of ?exure of the side 
walls and above the printing surface of printing member 
10. Preferably, the housing will consist of a ?exible 
thermoplastic material which has been molded with a 
recess, 9, in the outer side of each of the two opposed 
side walls 5 and 6. Instead of being grooved, the plastic 
side walls may be perforated along the line established 
by recess 9. Also the grooved or perforated side walls 
may be constructed from a resilient metal such as spring 
steel. 

In operation, the housing is grasped by walls 5 and 6 
and the hand stamp is pressed in the direction of the 
printing member 10 upon paper or other material upon 
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which it is desired to make an imprint. As the lower 
extremities 15a and 16a of the lower portions 7 and 8 of 
the side walls 5 and 6 come into contact with paper which 
is properly supported, the side walls ?ex at recess 9, per 
mitting the lower extremities to move outwardly and the 
printing member to be lowered into contact with the 
paper. Limiting means 18 prevent the application of 
extreme pressure to the printing member 10. Upon re 
lease of pressure, the lower extremities 13 and 14 of the 
lower portions 7 and 8 of side walls 5 and 6 move in a 
direction toward each other so that the printing member 
moves away from the surface being printed. 

In manufacture, the transverse dividing member 12 
and side walls 5 and 6 joined by top connecting member 
11 may be extruded as continuous members. Each piece 
is cut to the length desired for individual stamps and the 
unit assembled by slidingly engaging the transverse mem 
ber and side walls. The unit is ready to use after the 
printing member has been ?xed to the outer surface of 
the transverse member. If desired, a second pair of 
housing end walls 19 and 20 may be added to provide 
a neater appearance. These end pieces may be secured 
in place by any means desired. Locking means 21, and 
a companion component not shown, engage each side 
of transverse member 12 for this purpose. 
The present stamp case is particularly suitable for use 

in the production of hand stamps which do not need to be 
re-inked. Printing members for such hand stamps are 
readily made from a microporous ink containing com 
position produced in accordance with US. Patent 
2,777,824. 
Any ?exible non-brittle plastic may be used for the 

construction of the side walls and ?exible connection join 
ing their upper and lower portions. Among the suitable 
plastics are polyethylene, polypropylene, polyvinyl chlo 
ride, polystyrene; vinyl copolymers, for example, those 
of vinyl chloride and vinyl acetate, copolymers of poly 
styrene; modi?ed polyacrylates such as vinyl chloride 
copolymers of methyl acrylate and methyl methacrylate; 
polyamides such as poly E-caprolactam, polyhexamethyl 
ene adipamide and copolymers of adipic acid, sebacic 
acid, E-caprolactam and hexamethylene diamine. Poly 
propylene is preferred. For these plastics there may be 
substituted a spring metal such as spring steel in the con 
struction of the opposed side walls or the ?exible segment 
joining the upper and lower portions thereof. In select 
ing the material for the ?exible walls, the only criterion 
is that it be possible to render the composition ?exible 
by perforating or grooving it at the desired line of flex 
ure and that the composition possess su?icient rigidity 
so that the printing member is not permitted to come in 
touch with desk surfaces, paper and the like without the 
application of pressure to the housing. 

Skilled persons will readily appreciate that a number 
of obvious modi?cations within the spirit of the invention 
as disclosed in the drawings and here described can be 
devised. These modifications are intended as within the 
scope of the disclosure and covered by the appended 
claims. Now having described the invention, what is 
claimed is: 

1. A hand stamp comprising a housing having op 
posed side walls, a transverse member joining said side 
walls intermediate their upper and lower extremities, the 
lower portion of each side wall being ?exibly connected 
with the upper portion of the same side wall by a con 
necting segment having a thickness less than the thickness 
of the side wall adjacent thereto, said connecting seg 
ment being positioned below the transverse member, and 
a printing member mounted on the underside of said 
transverse member. 

2. A hand stamp comprising a housing having opposed 
side walls, a transverse member joining said side walls 
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at points between their upper and lower extremities hav 
ing a printing member mounted on the underside there 
of, the lower portion of- each side wall being?exibly con 
nected at a point below the transverse member with the 
upper portion of the same side wall by a connecting seg 

pressure to the housing in the direction of the printing 
member, the lower portions of said opposed side walls 
flex outwardly along the connecting segment permitting 
the printing member to descend to the same plane as that 
established by the lower edges of the side walls, and upon 
release of saidpressure, the printing plate and side wall 
portions return to their original, positions. 

3. A hand stamp comprising a housing having opposed 
side Walls, a transverse memberjoining said side ‘walls 
intermediate their upper and lower extremities, the lower 
portions of said side walls being ?exibly connected to 
the upper portions of said side walls by connecting seg 
ments having a thickness less than the thickness of their 
side walls adjacent to said connecting segments, saidicon 
necting segments being positioned below the respective 
points at which said transverse member is joined to said 
side walls, and a printing member mounted on the under 
side of said transverse member. 

4. A hand stamp comprising a housing having op 
posed side walls, a transverse member joining said side 
walls at points between their upper and lower extremities 
having a printing member mounted on the underside 
thereof, the lower portion of each side wall being ?exibly 
connected, below the point at which saidtransverse mem 
ber isjoined; tosaid side wall, to the upper portion of the 
same side wall by a connecting segment having a thick 
ness less than the thickness of the side wall adjacent there 
to, so that upon application of pressure to the housing 
in the direction of the printing member, the lower por 
tions of said/opposed side walls ?ex outwardly along the 
connecting segment permitting the printing member to de 
scend to the sameplane as that established by the lower 
edges of the side walls, and upon release of said pres 

ment' having a thickness less than the thickness of the, 
side wall adjacent thereto, so that upon application of, 
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sure, the printing plate and side wall portions'return to 
their original positions. 

5. A hand stamp comprising a housing having opposed 
side walls, a transverse member joining said side walls 
intermediate their upper and lower extremities, the lower 
portions of said side wallsrbeing ?exibly connected to 
the upper portions of said side walls by perforated con 
necting segments, having a thickness less than the thick 
ness of their side walls adjacent to said connecting seg 
rnents, said connecting segments being positioned below 
the respective points at which said transverse member is 
joined to said side walls, and a printing member mounted 
on the underside of said transverse member. 

6. A hand stamp comprising a housing having opposed 
side walls, a transverse member joining said side walls 
at points between their upper and lower extremities hav 
ing a printing member mounted on the underside thereof, 
the lower portion of each ‘side wall being ?exibly con 
nected, below the point at which said transverse member 
is connected to said side wall, to the upper portion of 
the same side wall by a perforated connecting segment, 
so thatupon application of pressure to the housing in the 
direction of the printing member, the lowergportions of 
said opposed side walls ?ex outwardly along the con 
necting segment permitting the printing member to de 
scend to the same plane as that established by the lower 
edges of the side walls, and upon release of said pres 
sure, the printing plate and side wall portions return to 
their original positions. 
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