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1 Claim. (Cl. 317-101) 

This invention relates generally to fastening strips and 
has particular reference to fastening strips for connecting 
electronic components or the like to a panel. 

Since the advent of the printed circuit boards in the 
electronic industry, it has been the practice to insert the 
various components through the panel using holes drilled 
therein and inserting the component leads therethrough 
and dip soldering the lower surface of the board. How 
ever, due to rapid changes in the development of indus 
trial electronics, substitutions of components or entire 
series of components are frequently necessary requiring 
a complete revision of the printed circuit board. This 
has proved expensive both in time and labor and there 
exists a need in the industry for a grouped component 
system having the advantages of a printed circuit yet 
readily allowing for changes and substitutions of com 
ponents. 

With this purpose in View, the object of this invention 
is to provide a circuit connector strip adapted to connect 
electronic components such as resistors, capacitors or the 
like to a panel. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a circuit 
connector strip comprising a series of wire retaining 
openings which are spaced from each other a standard 
distance. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a fas 

tener strip of the kind described which may be stored 
in reel form and cut to pre-determined lengths. 

Other objects of the invention will, in part, be obvious, 
and will, in part, appear hereinafter. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. l is a bottom plan view of the connector strip; 
Fig. 2 is a view in elevation of the connector strip; 
Fig. 3 is a view in section, taken on line 3—3 of 

Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is a bottom plan view of a panel showing the 

connector strip circuiting the units; 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged sectional view of a portion of the 

panel taken on the line 5-5; and 
Fig. 6 is a view in section taken on the line 6-—6 of 

Fig. 5. 
Referring to the drawing, there is illustrated a circuit 

connector 10 which is adapted for securing electronic 
components 12 to a panel 14. The connector 10 com 
prises a strip of metal 16 having rectangular sections 
18 forming a linear series of individual connectors at- 6 
tached to each other by web portions 20. A wire receiv 
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2 
ing aperture 22 is stuck out of the rectangular sections 
18 having downwardly extending tongues 24 adapted to 
grip the terminal leads 26 of the electronic components. 
Notches 28 are formed on the webs 20 to aid in cutting 
01f predetermined lengths of connectors. 
The panel 14 comprises a phenolic board having holes 

at predetermined intervals and spaced from each other 
a distance to comply with the installation circuitry. To 
assemble the units 12 in the panel 14, the leads 26 are 
inserted through the holes and the circuit connectors 10 
are snapped over the leads with the tongues 24 engaging 
the leads as shown in Fig. 4. The biting action of the 
ends 30 of the tongues 24 prevent easy withdrawal and 
tend to ?rmly retain the resistor or capacitor in position 
on the panel. The ?nal phase of assembly is dip solder 
ing the lower surface of the board to permanently secure 
the electrical connections (not shown). 
As shown in Fig. 7, the connector strips may be stored 

on a reel 32 and cut in sections to meet the circuit re 
quirements. 

It can readily be seen that the use of these connectors 
eliminate the time consuming necessity of stringing wire 
between the terminals of the electron components and the 
possibilities of an imperfect electrical contact. 

Since certain other obvious modi?cations may be made 
in this device without departing from the scope of the 
invention, it is intended that all matters contained herein 
be interpreted in an illustrative and not in a limiting 
sense. 

I claim: 
An electronic assembly of the class described com 

prising, in combination, a panel member having aper 
tures therethrough, a plurality of electronic components 
supported by said panel on one face thereof, said com 
ponents having terminal leads passing through the aper 
tures in said panel and exposed at the opposite face of 
said panel and a plurality of electrical conductor con 
nector strips formed from a uniform material and located 
at the said opposite face of said panel and each strip 
having a series of apertures, some of which receive ter 
minal leads of the components, said strips having yield 
able gripping means at the apertures in said strips and 
gripping the terminal leads thereby holding the parts of 
the assembly together and electrically connecting the 
components one with another, the apertures and grip 
ping means of each strip being relatively closely arranged 
to adapt a minimum length of strip to any spacing of 
the terminal leads, thereby allowing the use of uniform 
connector strip materials varying only as to length. 
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