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1 Claim. (Cl. 232-25) 

This invention relates to an improved multi-unit mail 
box having in combination therewith a separate open 
receptacle particularly adapted to have deposited there 
in by a mailman articles too large or bulky to be placed 
in individual mail boxes or compartments. 

Inconvenience and annoyance has frequently resulted 
in the past by reason of wrapped periodicals or the rel_ 
atively large and bulky items being inserted in individual 
mail boxes making it extremely inconvenient and di?‘icult 
to extricate them due to the small size and capacity of 
the individual boxes. This has occurred in instances 
where the mailman has had no other convenient place to 
deposit such articles. Such articles might be placed to 
a limited extent on top of the mail box where that is pos 
sible but with modern ?ush mounted types of mail boxes 
Where they- are recessed into a wall, even that place of 
deposit is not available to the mailman. Without a 
suitable place of deposit of such articles they may be 
simply dropped on the ?oor and may be thrown out by 
maintenance personnel or otherwise lost and not deliv 
ered to the addressee. 

It is an object of this invention to overcome the fore 
going described de?ciencies and inconveniences and to 
provide a combined multi-unit mail box and receptacle 
for relatively large and bulky articles offering the maxi 
mum convenience of deposit of incoming mail to the 
mailman and to box owners as well. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a com 

bined multi-unit mail box and magazine receptacle 
wherein individual locked boxes are provided having 
means for access to all of the boxes to the mailman and 
combined therewith a receptacle immediately below the 
individual boxes positioned to accommodate the deposit 
of larger and more bulky items which cannot be con 
veniently deposited in individual boxes. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a multi 
unit mail box as in the foregoing object having a periph 
eral ?ange adapting it for ?ush mounting, having an in 
termediate transverse member forming a ?oor for in 
dividual locked boxes which are accessible to a mailman 
and having a front panel at the bottom spaced below 
the ?oor of the individual boxes to provide an open 
receptacle directly below the boxes adapted to receive 
the deposit of larger articles such as magazines. 

Further objects and advantages of the invention will 
become apparent from the following detailed description 
and annexed drawings wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a front view of a preferred form of the in 
vention; 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken along the line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged view of the upper part of the box 
of Fig. 2 with the doors in open position. 

Referring now more particularly to the various ?gures 
of the drawings, numeral 10 designates generally the 
multi-unit mail box of the invention. The box is of the 
type adapted to be ?ush mounted in a recess in a wall 11 
as may be seen in Fig. 2. The box has a top wall 12, 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

60 

2 
a back wall 13 and a bottom wall 14. Around the front 
of the box is a peripheral ?ange as indicated at 16. The 
box may be of sheet metal construction using sheet metal 
of suitable gauge and its parts may be fabricated by any 
suitable means, such as by welding or riveting. The top, 
bottom and sides of the box have outwardly extending 
short ?anges as shown at 18 in Fig. 2 and the peripheral 
?ange 16 which ?ush mounts the box in the recess in the 
wall is suitably attached to the ?anges 18 as for example 
by welding. The ?gures shown in the drawings are made 
slightly diagrammatic as will be understood by those 
skilled in the art. The outer edges of the peripheral 
?ange 16 may have a slight inward turn or curl if desired 
forming a rib at the edge of the ?ange. 
At an intermediate point between the top and bottom 

of the box is a transverse member 20 which forms a 
?oor for a group of individual compartments or mail 
boxes. The member 20 at the front and back has down— 
wardly turned ?anges as shown and it is secured to the 
back wall 13 by suitable means and at the front it is 
secured to a transverse rib or member 22 which extends 
between the ‘sidewalls of the box and is ?ush with the 
peripheral ?ange 16. The member 22 is relatively nar 
row and has an inturned ?ange portion 23 at the top of an 
opening 24 in the front of the box. 
Numeral 26 designates a plurality of vertical parti 

tions within the box which upstand from the ?oor mem 
ber 20 and provide individual compartments or mail 
boxes. Each of the individual boxes has its own door 
provided with a lock as designated by way of example at 
27. All of these doors are hinged on a hinge pin 28 
which extends transversely across the front of the multi 
unit box at a point spaced intermediate the top and 
transverse member 22. The hinge pin 28 is mounted in 
suitable openings formed at the sides of the box in the 
sidewalls thereof. Each of the doors 27 has tabs as 
indicated at 30‘ at the upper part which are wrapped 
around the hinge pin 28 to form the hinge for the door 
which swings outwardly- to open. 
Numeral 33 designates a larger door above the in 

dividual mail boxes which is also hinged to the hinge pin 
28, the hinge being a piano type hinge. The door 33 
closes the front of the box above the individual com 
partments or boxes 27 and provides access to all of them 
by way of the spaces between the upper part of the 
partitions 26. The multi-unit mail box is of the type 
adapted for use for example in an apartment building, 
each tenant having one of the individual boxes and hav 
ing the key therefor and the mailman having the key for 
and having access to the door 33. The door 33 is pro 
vided with a lock 34, the lock member of which 35 co— 
operates with an opening in the top .12 of the multi-unit 
box as may be seen in Fig. 2. 
The door 33 opens outwardly about the hinge pin 28 

as may be seen in Fig. 3 and the amount of its opening 
is limited by a pair of brackets one at each side of the 
door. One of these brackets may be seen at 36 in Fig. 2 
having a portion 37 attached to the door 33 by suitable 
means and having a shoulder or car portion 33 below the 
hinge pin 28‘ which cooperates with a stop member 45} 
attached to a sidewall of the box. As can be seen in 
Fig. 3 when the door 33 is opened to a predetermined 
angle further opening is stopped by engagement of the 
shoulder 38 with the stops or pins 40. The brackets 36 
with shoulders 38 and the stop members 40 provide a 
strong and durable means for holding the common door 
33 in the position shown in Fig. 3 wherein the mailman 
can conveniently see into the mail box and at the same 
time can see the names on the individual doors 27. At 
the same time, access can be readily had to the recepta 
cle at the bottom of the box. 
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Numeral ~42 designates a front panel which extends 
across the bottom of the front of the box 10 as may be 
seen in Figs. 1 and 2. The panel 42 may be held in posi 
tion by- way of having its end and bottom edges inserted 
between the peripheral ?ange 16 and the ?anges 18 and 
may be welded or otherwise secured thereto. The panel 
has suitable openings as shown at 43 forming a pleasing 
artistic design and appearance. The panel 42 has an in 
wardly extending ?ange 45 atthe top having a down 
wardly turned portion as shown this ?ange being adja 
cent the opening 24 formed between the panel 42 and 
the transverse member 22. 

In the use of the multi-unit mail box and combined 
receptacle as explained above individual tenants have 
access to their individual boxes or compartments 2,7 and 
the mailman having access to door 33 can deposit mail 
in each of the individual boxes. The panel 42 at the 
bottom of the box provides a convenient receptacle 
facilitating the leaving and depositing by- the mailman of 
relatively large or bulky articles or objects which could 
not be conveniently deposited in individual boxes. The 
arrangement provides maximum convenience since the 
magazine receptacle is immediately below the individ 
ual boxes minimizing the eifort required in delivering. 
The foregoing disclosure is representative of a pre 

ferred form of the invention and is to be interpreted in 
an illustrative rather than a limiting sense. It is to be 
understood that various modi?cations and alternatives 
may occur to and be adopted by those skilled in the art 
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without departing from the spirit and scope of the in- 30 
vention which is to be accorded the full breadth of the 
claim appended hereto. 
What is claimed is: 
A unitary multi-unit mail box having a peripheral 

front boundary ?ange adapting it for ?ush mounting in 35 

4 
a wall or the like, a plurality of vertical spaced parti 
tions in said box extending downwardly from the top 
thereof, means de?ning a bottom for each individual 
compartment for-med by said partitions, a door for each 
of the individual compartments, a transverse hinge pin 
extending across the front of said box below the top 
thereof having all of said ‘doors for the individual com 
partments hinged thereto, a common door hinged to 
said transverse pin adapted to close the front of said box 
above said individual compartments whereby access may 
be had to all of said individual compartments by- opening 
said common door, a pair of stop brackets on the inside 
of said common door, and stop pins on inner side walls 
of the said box, said stop brackets having shoulders en 
gageable with the stop pins to hold the said common 
door in an open position slanted upwardly from the hor 
izontal in a position allowing easy visibility of the doors 
of the individual compartments, said box further de?ning 
a receptacle within said box adjacent said compartments 
having a forwardly open access opening spaced from said 
individual compartments, a panel extending across a 
front portion of the box within said peripheral ?ange and 
across the lower portion of said receptacle, the upper 
edge of said panel de?ning the lower'edge of said ac 
cess opening. 
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