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This invention relates to a, reversible, folding shelf 
structure, which can take up three di?ferent positions, 
namely a position in which the shelf hangs in a vertical ‘ 
plane, and two positions in which the shelf is supported 
horizontally, with either one of its sides facing upwardly. 
The structure in accordance with the invention is of 

particular usefulness as a shampoo and utility tray for 
,a beautician’s chain When‘ used in this manner, one 
side of the shelf may be used as a shampoo tray and 
may be provided, with a hinged shield having a neck re 
ceiving bay while the other side may be used as a utility 
table ‘for dyeing and setting hair and like operations. 
When not required, the shelf may be folded out of the 

way. »v~ . 

The structure in accordance with the invention includes 
a shelf and a support, which may be ?xed to the back of 
a, beautician’s chair. The shelf is held by the support in 
cantilever position, at either of its two horizontal posi 
tions [and the speci?c means for holding the shelf com 
prises U-shaped portions which engage a ?at portion 
therebetween. More speci?cally, the support is made of 
a U-shaped bar, which in one position engages between 
the legs thereof a ?at portion of the shelf, and in the 
other reverse position is itself engaged by a U-shaped 
portion of the shelf itself. Hinge means are provided to 
hold’ the shelf in its vertical folded position. 
An embodiment of the invention is illustrated byway 

of example in the accompanying drawings, in which: 
Figure 1 is a general perspective view of the shelf 

structure attached to a beautician’s chair, in the position 
where it is used as a shampoo tray; 
Figure 2 is a perspective view with the shelf in folded 

position; 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary, vertical section of the shelf, 

in the position of Figure 1; 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary, vertical section of the shelf, 

when used as a utility table, with the side opposite the 
shampoo tray facing upwards; and 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary, vertical section of the shelf 
in the folded position of Figure 2. 
In the views of Figures 3, 4 and 5, certain unessential 

background parts have been omitted, for the sake of 
clarity. 

Referring to Figures 1 and 2, the shelf is formed of 
two panels, namely a solid panel 10, which can be seen 
in Figure 1, and a slotted panel 11 seen in Figure 2. At 
one end the panels 10 and 11 are interconnected by a 
continuous end portion 12 (Figures 3-5), and at the 
other end by open hinge portions 13. Preferably, as 
shown in particular in Figures 3-5, the shelf is formed of 
a single piece of sheet metal suitably bent to provide the 
end connection 12 and the hinge portions 13, said hinge 
portions being welded to the margin of the free end of 
panel 10, namely at 14, as shown in Figure 1. The re 
sulting structure may thus be de?ned as two panels, held 
in spaced relation by end connections 12 and 13. 
The support for the shelf is formed as a continuous 
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?at bar, bent to provide an' upright 15, and two legs 16 
and 17 of a substantially U»shaped portion. The up 
right 15, as shown in Figure 1, is held in position at the 
back of the chair by means of a bracket 18 having a set 
screw 19, which enables adjusting the position of the 
support. The upright 15, is preferably provided with a 
knee 20, the portion of upright 15 above the knee extend 
ing rearwardly. 
As shown in Figures 3-5, the upper leg 17 of the _U- . 

shaped portion of the‘ support comprises at the end there 
of a transverse rod 217, which is adapted to engage the 
hinge portions 13, as in Figures 2 and 5, and thus to hold 
the shelf in its folded vertical position. 
The panel 11 of the shelf, as shown in Figure 2, com 

prises a slot 22, of ~width slightly larger than the width 
of the bar out of which the support is made. The slot 
22 ‘is continued in the end connection de?ned byhinge 
portions 13, between said hinge portions, and the op 
posite end thereof is slightly spaced from the other end 
of panel 11, such spacing being of approximately the 
same size, as the length of the U-shaped portion de?ned 
by legs 16 and 17. - 
The various positions of the shelf are clearly shown 

in Figures'3-5. Starting from the folded position of 
Figure 5, the shelf is revolved about the rod 21v through 
an angle of about 90°, and is then pushed towards the 
right of the drawing, until it reaches the position shown 

1 in Figure 4. a In this position the marginal portion of 
panel 10 is held between the legs 16 and 17 of the sup 
port. To enable'the shelf to be held securely inthis 
position, wherein the shelf is used as a utility table, and 
may therefore have bottles and other objects placed 
thereon, __a ratchet-tooth locking arrangement is provided. 
One tooth 23 is located on the inner face of the leg 16 
of the support, while the other tooth 24 is located at a 
suitable position on the outer face of the panel 10. The 
tooth 24 is visible also in Figure 1. Teeth 23 and 24 
engage each other when the shelf has reached the posi 
tion of Figure 4, and may be disengaged by forcing up 
wardly on the shelf, so as to slightly spread apart the 
legs ‘16 and 17 of the support. ‘ 
To place the shelf in its shampoo tray position, starting 

from the folded position of Figure 5, the shelf is re 
volved about rod 21 through approximately 270°, and 
is then pulled towards the left of the ?gure until the U 
shaped support portion de?ned by legs 16 and v17 ?nds 
itself in the U-shaped portion de?ned by panel 10, end 
connection 12 and the solid portion of panel 11, this end 
position being shown in Fig. 3. It will be seen that, in 
reaching this position, the support has travelled through 
the whole length of the slot 22. 
As shown particularly in Figure l, the panel 10 has 

upstanding side walls 27, to channel the water into a 
sink, when the shelf is used as a shampoo tray. At the 
end of panel 10, adjacent the end connection 12 is hinged 
a shield 25 having a neck-?tting bay 26. The shield 25 
is freely pivotable so as to be adjustable to various posi 
tions, said shield being held in these positions by con 
tact with the neck of the person who is using the chair. 

It will be seen that in the [position of Figures 1 and 3, 
any rearward pressure on the shelf, such as may be ex 
erted through the shield 25, will only tend to push the 
shelf backwards into even more ?rmly engaged position. 
To keep the shelf longitudinally aligned, ribs 28 are pref 
erably provided in the U-shaped portion‘ of the shelf, 
between panel 10 and the unslotted portion of panel 11, 
these ribs, as can be seen in Figure 2, being substan 
tially in line with the edges of slots 2-2, so ‘as to engage 
longitudinally the edges of legs :16 and 17 of the sup 
port. - 

The free edges of shield 25 and of walls 27 are prefer 
ably provided with protective resilient rims 29. 
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The embodiment of the invention which has been illus- - 

trated and described is {given merely by way of exam 
ple and various modi?cations thereof are possible within 
the scope of the appended claims. 
.Iclaim: .. ,. .r V 

l. A folding shelf structure comprising a shelf and 
‘a ?xed support, one of said shelfland said support com 
prising a generally U-shaped portion adapted toreceive, 
between the legs thereof, a portion of the other of said 
shelf and said support, to hold saidshelf in cantilever 
position, said support comprising a transverse rod and 
said shelf comprising an open hinge by which said shelf 
hangs from said rod in the folded position of said shelf 
and means guiding said shelf on saidrod between said 
cantilever and said folded position. 

2. A folding shelf structure comprising a shelf and 
a ?xed support, said shelf comprising a, U-shaped por 
tion adapted to receive between the legs thereof a por 
tion of said support, to hold said shelf in a ?rst canti 
lever position, said support comprising a U-shaped por 
tion adapted to receive between the legs thereof a ?at 
portion of said shelf, to_hold said shelf in a second 
cantilever position, said ?atwportion of said shelf being 
at the opposite end thereof from said U-shaped portion, 
said support comprising a transverse rod and said shelf 
comprising, adjacent said flat portion, an open hinge 
by which said shelf hangs from said, rod in the folded po 
sition of said shelf and means guiding said shelf on said 
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rod between said ?rst and second cantilever positions; - 
‘and said folded position. x p , _ _ 

3. A reversible folding shelf structure, comprisingv a 
,shelf and a ?xed support, vsaid shelf comprising two 
spaced panels, end connections for said panels, one of 

30 

said panels having a slot extending centrally over the g, \ 
major portion thereof and one of said end connections 
comprising a slot which is a continuation of said ?rst 
mentioned slot; said support comprising a horizontally 
disposed U-bent bar, the legs of which are spaced by 
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a distance generally equal to the thickness ‘of said un 
slotted panel, and de?ne together externally a thickness 
generally equal to the spacing of said panels, a ?xed up 
right member depending from the end of the lower leg of 
said U-bent bar, the width of said bar being smaller 
than the width of said slot, and a transverse rod attached 
to the'free end of the upper leg of said bar; said rod 
being adapted to engage said‘slotted end connection, 
vfor pivotal movement of said shelf and said bar being 
moveable in said slot for sliding movement of said shelf 
between three positions: ‘a ?rst position in which said 
U-bent bar is engaged between said unslotted panel and 
the unslotted portion of said slotted panel; a second posi 
tion in which said ,U-bent bar engages between the legs 
thereof a portion of said slotted panel; and a third po 
sition in which said shelf hangs by said slotted end con 
nection from said transverse rod. 

4. The structure of claim 3, further comprising a 
ratchet tooth on the outer face of the unslotted panel 
and a ratchet tooth on the lower leg of said support ‘bar, 
said teeth being positioned ‘to engage each other in said 
second position. , ' V 

5. A structure as claimed in claim 3, for use‘ as a 
shampoo tray wherein said unslotted panel has upstanding 
side walls, ‘and has hinged at the unslot-ted end thereof 
a shield with a neck-receiving bay. 

6. The structure of claim 3, further comprising ribs 
aligned with the edges of said slot, and transversely dis 
posed between said vunslotted panel and the unslotted 
portion of said slotted panel, to transversely secure said 
U-bent bar in said ?rst position. 
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