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This invention relates to writing instruments and has 
special reference to a writing instrument of the fountain 
pen type having a filling member positioned beyond the 
writing element during the filling operation for immersion 
in a body of writing fluid. 
More particularly, this invention relates to a fountain 

pen comprising a barrel having secured therein a reser 
voir including a filling member extending forwardly there 
of to a position beyond the barrel and having a fluid in 
take opening at its forward end, there being a writing 
element mounted on the forward end of the barrel and 
reciprocal relative to said filling member to a position 
rearwardly of the iiuid intake opening and to position 
its forward end beyond the fluid intake opening for com 
munication therewith. ` 

ln the filling of the usual type of fountain pen with a 
writing fluid, it is necessary to completely immerse the 
writing element, which generally includes a feed bar hav 
ing a plurality of expansion chambers, in the body of 
fiuid during the filling operation to insure that a full 
charge of fluid is drawn into the reservoir. Thus, when 
the filling operation is complete, a substantial amount of 
fluid usually adheres to the writing element land it is 
generally necessary to remove this residual fluid with 
a cloth or tissue in order to prevent it from blotting'the 
writing surface or soiling the user’s hands during subse 
quent use of the fountain pen. Also, the excess fluid in 
the expansion chambers of the feed bar should be re 
moved by blotting to permit the expansion chambers to 
function properly immediately after filling. 
These problems have long been recognized in the art 

and various suggestions have been made for their solu 
tion. For example, it has been proposed to fill the reser 
voir by »a separate means extending through the rearward 
end of the writing instrument barrel to avoid the immer 
sion of the` writing element during the filling operation. 
This proposed solution has met with little if any com 
mercial success because of the complications which arise 
when attempting to lill the pen by means other than 
through the forward end. 

United States Reissue Patent No. 23,683 dated July 
7, 1953, proposes a fountain pen having a filler-needle 
extensible beyond the writing element for immersion in a 
body of writing fiuid during the filling operation. The 
present invention discloses a fountain pen of the same 
generic class, but having an improved means of condi 
tioning the pen for the filling operation, and a minimum 
number of parts with the attendant manufacturing and 
maintenance economies. 

Accordingly, it is one of the objects of this invention 
to provide a fountain pen having a filling device which 
may be operated in such a manner that excess writing 
fiuid will not adhere to the writing element after the filling 
operation. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a ̀ foun 
tain pen having a filling device‘which eliminates the ne 
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fluid during the filling operation, and the need of sub 
sequently wiping excess fluid therefrom.v 
A further object of this invention is the provision of a 

filling device which may be adapted to substantially all 
of the commercial forms of fountain pens now being 
manufactured. 
A still further object of this invention is the provision 

of a fountain pen having a filling device which requires 
few parts, which is inexpensive to manufacture and which 
may be readily operated without undue care on the part 
of the user. 
An additional object of this invention is the provision 

of a fountainy pen having a filling device which normally 
is concealed 4and does not interfere with the use of the 
pen during writing, but which may be conditioned to fill 
the reservoir by manually rotating the point holder or 
gripping section with respect to the barrel. 

Further and additional objects will be apparent from 
the following description when taken with the accom 
panying drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a longitudinal sectional view of one embodi 
ment of this invention; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the forward 
portion of Fig. l showing a change in position during 
the filling operation; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken along the lines 3-3 of 
Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view of a second em 
bodiment of this invention; > 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the forward 
portion of Fig. 4; |and 

Fig. 6 is a sectional View taken along the lines 6--6 
of Fig. 5. 

Referring now to the drawings and more particularly 
to Figures l, 2 and 3 thereof, a fountain pen 10 is pro 
vided having for convenience in assembly a two piece 
barrel 11 including a rear portion 11a and a forward 
barrel portion 12 secured together in axial alignment by 
threaded plug 13. A point holder or gripping section 
14 having a writing element 15 mounted therein is thread 
edly engaged with the forward end of barrel 11 for longi 
tudinal reciprocation therewith. The two barrel portions 
and the point holder are shown as made of plastic mate 
rial, although a metal or various other materials of a 
rigid nature could be used. The writing element 15 
comprises a feed bar 16 which may be made from hard 
rubber or plastic and a nib 17 preferably of a non 
corrosive metal having a capillary slit 1S therein com 
municating with `a writing point 19. The capillary slit 
1S terminates in a pierce 20, the pierce and slit being posi 
tioned adjacent a capillary aperture 21 in the Vfeed bar 
16. The feed bar 16 has a longitudinal bore 22 extend 
ing therethrough which slidably receives a filling member 
23 containing an insert 24 having 4a capillary liuid feed 
ing channel 25 which provides a fluid passageway lfrom 
the forward end of the feed bar 16 to a reservoir 26 posi 
tioned in the barrel 11 and comprising a flexible sac. 
The filling member 23 has a fiuid intake opening 27 at 
lits forward end which is positioned rearwardly of the 
writing point 19 in the position illustrated in Fig. l, and 
a fiuid passageway 28 in communication with the fluid 
feeding channel 25. The exterior surface of the forward 
portion of the filling member 23 cooperates with the 
longitudinal bore _Z2 to provide a capillary fluid opening 
29 in communication with the capillary aperture 21. The 
insert 24 has a cross section whereby a large air vent 
30 is provided which will readily pass fluid upwardly 
during a filling operation and subsequently vent the res 
ervoir 2,6 ,to the atmosphere to insure free -ñow of fiuid 
therefrom „during writing use of the pen. 

During writing, fluid flows from the reservoir 2_6 along 
the ,Huid ,feeding aha-.111.16125 to a _Capillary .Slot 31 formed 
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in the forward end of the insert 24. The capillary slot 
31 is in communication with fluid passageway 28 in the 
filling member 23 which passes fluid to the fluid opening 
29. The fluid then flows through capillary aperture 21 
in the feed bar 16 to slit 18 in the nib 17. An expansion 
chamber comprising combs 32 and comb cuts 33 is 
formed in the feed bar 16 in communication with the 
capillary aperture 21. The annular comb cuts 33 
formed around the feed bar 16 are of such dimensions 
that they will not normally be charged with writing fluid 
but will retain fluid in the event that atmospheric or 
temperature conditions cause a discharge from the 
reservoir 26. 
The writing element 15 is frictionally or otherwise se 

cured in a longitudinal bore 34 formed in the point 
holder 14. The rearward end of the fed bar 16 abuts 
against a resilient gasket member 35 which is positioned 
in the point holder 14 against the shoulder 36. The 
gasket 35 has an aperture therein which forms a slid 
able fluid tight seal with the filling member 23 to pre 
vent the rearward flow of fluid from the writing element. 
The rearward portion of the point holder 14 is provided 
with threads 3'7 and on its forward end a flared collar 
38 which is adhesively or otherwise secured in a reduced 
forward portion of the point holder 14. The threads 
37 of the point holder 14 are threadedly engaged with 
threads 39 formed in the interior bore of the forward 
barrel portion 12. 
To condition the fountain pen 10 for the filling opera 

tion, the point holder or gripping section 14 is axially 
rotated with respect to the barrel 11. This rotational 
movement causes the point holder 14 to be drawn into 
the forward barrel portion 12 by means of the threads 
37 and 39 until the rearward portion of the point holder 
14 abuts the plug 13, thus positioning the writing point 
19 of the writing element 15 rearwardly of the fluid in 
take opening 27 in the filling member 23, as shown in 
Fig. 2 in the drawings. The forward portion of the 
filling member 23 may then he dipped in a body of 
writing fluid to charge the reservoir 26. 
The open forward end of the reservoir sac 26 which 

may be of a resilient rubber or plastic composition, is 
adhesively or otherwise secured to a rearwardly extending 
reduced portion of the plug 13 which includes a longitudi 
nal bore 42 to frictionally receive the rearward end of the 
filling member 23 in a fluid tight relationship. Al 
though the plug 13 is shown as made of a relatively hard 
rubber which will securely hold the filling member 23 
in a fluid tight relationship, it may be formed of a num 
ber of substantially hard or rigid plastic or like materials. 
In the embodiment shown, the barrel 11 is provided with 
a lever type filling device comprising a lever 40 which 
acts in cooperation with a pressure bar 41 to deflate 
the reservoir sac 26 to expel air therefrom through the 
air vent 30 in the filling member 23. Upon return of the 
filling mechanism to the inoperative position, the res 
ervoir 26 expands to its normal shape, thus being charged 
with fluid through the air vent 30 and fluid feeding chan 
nel 25 in the filling member 23, the air vent 30 and fluid 
feeding channel 25 being best illustrated in Fig. 3. 

After the filling operation is completed, it is necessary 
to return the writing element 15 to the extended or writ 
ing position illustrated in Fig. l. This is accomplished 
by axially rotating the point holder 14 with respect to 
the barrel 11 in a direction opposite to that employed 
in conditioning the pen for the filling operation. The 
threads 39 do not extend to the forward end of the bore 
of the barrel portion 12, thus, in combination with the 
abutment of the point holder 14 and plug 13, forming 
means of limiting both the forward and rearward lon 
gitudinal movement of the point holder 14. 
With reference to Figures 4, 5 and 6, there is dis 

closed a modified form of the device previously de 
scribed. In this modified form, the writing element is 
longitudinally reciprocal with respect to the point holder 
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4 
or gripping section which, in turn, is secured to the bar 
rel in an axially rotatable relationship. This modifica 
tion comprises a fountain pen 43 having for convenience 
in assembly a two piece barrel 44 including a rear por 
tion 44a and a forward barrel portion 45 threadedly se 
cured together in axial alignment. A point holder or 
gripping section 46 having a writing element 47 mount 
ed therein is secured to and rotatable relative to the for 
ward end of the barrel 44. The writing element 47 com 
prises a carrier member 43, a feed bar 49 and a nib 50. 
The nib includes a capillary slit 51 which extends 
from a writing point 52 to a pierce 53. The pierce 53 
and slit 51 are positioned adjacent a capillary aperture 
54 in the feed bar 49. The feed bar 49 has a longitudinal 
bore 55 extending therethrough which slidably receives 
a ñîling member 56 having mounted longitudinally there-` 
in an insert 57. The insert 57, which may be composed 
of a hard rubber, plastic or non-corrosive metal, includes 
a capillary fluid feeding channel 58 which provides a 
fluid passageway from the forward end of the filling 
member 56 to a reservoir 59 positioned in the barrel 
44. The filling member 56 has a fluid intake open 
ing 69 at its forward end which is positioned rearward 
ly of the writing point S2 in the extended position shown 
in Fig. 4, and a fluid passageway 61 in communication 
with the fluid feeding channel 5S. The exterior surface 
of the forward portion of the filling member 56 coop 
erates with the longitudinal bore 55 in the feed bar 49 
to provide a capillary fluid opening 62 in communica 
tion with the capillary aperture 54. The insert 57 has 
a cross section whereby a large air vent 63 is provided 
which will readily pass fluid upwardly during a filling 
operation and subsequently vent the reservoir 59 to the 
atmosphere to insure a free fluid flow during Writing use. 
The fluid passageway 61 is shown as disposed adjacent 
the forward end of the filling member 56. However, it 
is understood that the lluid passageway 61 may be posi 
tioned a greater distance from the forward end of the 
filling member 56 so that it remains at all times in com 
munication with the fluid opening 62. It should also 
be manifest from the description of this embodiment 
that the fluid intake opening 60 in the forward end of 
the filling member 56 may be adapted to communica 
tion with the fluid opening 62 when the writing element 
47 is in the extended position, thus making fluid passage 
way 61 unnecessary although it could be retained as a 
safety measure. These modifications have also been 
found to hold true in the corresponding parts in the 
embodiment shown in Fig. l. 

During writing, fluid flows from the reservoir 59 
along the fluid feeding channel 58 to a capillary slot 64 
formed in the forward end of the insert 57. The capil 
lary slot 64 is in communication with fluid passageway 
61 in the filling member 56 which passes fluid to the 
fluid opening 62. The fluid then flows through capil 
lary aperture 54 in the feed bar 49 to slit 51 in the nib 
50. An expansion chamber comprising combs 65 and 
comb cuts 66 is formed in the feed bar 49 in communica 
tion with the capillary aperture 54. The annular comb 
cuts 66 formed around the feed bar 49 are of such di 
mensions that they will not normally be filled with writ 
ing fluid but will retain fluid should atmospheric or tem 
perature conditions cause a discharge from the reservoir 
59. 
The nib Si) and the feed bar 49 are frictionally or 

otherwise secured in a longitudinal bore 67 formed in 
the forward end of the carrier member 4S. The rear 
ward end of the feed bar 49 abuts against a resilient 
gasket member 65a' which, in turn, abuts against the 
shoulder 69 formed in the carrier member 48 by the 
bore 70 of reduced diameter extending rearwardly there 
0f. The gasket member 68 which is preferably made 
from a relatively soft and resilient rubber, although it 
may be made of a non-rigid plastic material which is not 
effected by contact with writingY fluid, has an aperture 
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5 
therein which forms a slidable fluid tight seal with the 
filling member 56 to prevent the rearward flow of fluid 
from the writing element. Y 
The carrier member d3 is provided with threads 7l 

which are engaged with threads 72 in the point holder 
or gripping section 46. The point holder or gripping 
section 46 has a rearwardly extending portion 73 on 
which the threaded collar 7d is rotatably held by annu 
lar ring 75 which is adhesively or otherwise secured ad 
jacent the end of the rearwardly extending portion 73. 
The forward surface of the annular ring 75 slidably abuts 
the rearward end of threaded collar 74. Threaded col 
lar 74 is threadedly engaged with the forward end of 
the barrel portion 4S which provides a relatively axially 
rotatable relationship between the point holder 46 and 
the barrel. The carrier member 4S has adjacent its rear 
ward end a plurality of splines 76 which cooperate with 
a plurality of grooves 77 in the forward barrel portion v 
45 to restrain the writing element »4l-7 against axial ro 
tation when the point holder d6 is rotated with'respect 
to the barrel. 
To condition the fountain pen ¿i3 for the filling opera 

tion, the point holder d6 is axially rotated with respect 
to the barrel 44 which causes the carrier member 48 and 
writing element 47 to move in a rearward direction, the 
splines 76 cooperating with the grooves 77 in the for 
ward barrel portion 4S to prevent rotation of the carrier 
member and writing element 47 with the point holder 
v46. This action may be compared to the retraction of 
the writing lea-d in the usual mechanical pencil. The 
writing element 47 continues in a longitudinal rearward 
direction until the carrier member 48 abuts the forward 
end of the sac supporting member 78 which is formed 
on the rearward end of the forward barrel portion dä. 
This retracted position, in which the writing element 47 
is positioned rearwardly of the fiuid intake opening -69 
in the filling member S6, is shown in Fig. 5 in the draw 
ings. The forward portion of the ñlling member 55 may 
then be dipped in a body of writing fluid to charge the 
reservoir 59 without having to immerse the writing ele 
ment 47. 
The open forward end of the reservoir sac 59 is ad 

hesively or otherwise secured to the sac supporting mem 
ber 7S which includes a longitudinal bore 79 to fric 
tionally receive the rearward end of the filling member 
56 in a fluid tight relationship. In the embodiment 
shown, the barrel 44 is provided with a lever type filling 
device comprising a lever d@ which acts in cooperation 
with a pressure bar 8l to deflate the reservoir sac 59, 
thus expelling air therefrom through the air vent 63 in 
the filling member 56. Upon return of the filling mech 
anism to the inoperative position, the reservoir 59 ex 
pands to its normal. shape, thus being charged with fluid 
through the air vent 63 and fluid feeding channel 58 in 
the filling member 56. Fig. 6 in the drawings best il 
lustrates the relationship between the air vent 63 and the 
fluid feeding channel SS. ' 

After the filling operation is completed, it is neces 
sary to return the writing element 47 to the extended or 
writing position illustrated in Fig. 4. This is accom 
plished by axially rotating the point holder 46 with re 
spect to the barrel 44 in a direction opposite to that em 
ployed in conditioning the pen for the filling operation. 
The threads 72 do not extend to the forward end of the 
point holder 46, thus forming a mea-ns of limiting the 
forward longitudinal movement of the writing element 
47 when it is extended to the normal writing position. 
As it will be apparent from the foregoing descrip 

tion, the writing element of this invention may be longi 
tudinally reciprocated by any one of a number of means. 
For example, the reciprocation may be effected by a 
manual lever extending through the side of the imple 
ment. Also, any one of a number of means of filling 
the reservoir may be employed in place of the lever de 
vice shown in the two embodiments disclosed herein. 
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It will be understood, therefore, that the invention is 
not to be limited to the embodiments shown above, and 
it is contemplated, by the appended claims, to cover any 
such modifications as fall within the true spirit and scope 
of this invention. 

l claim: . 

l. A fountain pen comprising a barrel, a plug posi 
tioned in said barrel in spaced relation with the forward 
end thereof, a rearwardly extending fluid reservoir car 
ried by said plug, a point holder threadedly engaged 
with the forward end of said barrel, a filling member 
vmounted on said plug and> having a fluid intake opening 
at its forward end, said filling member communicating 
with said reservoir and extending to a position forwardly 
of said point holder, and a writing element including a 
feed bar secured to and extending forwardly of said 
point holder, said point holder being rotatable with re 
spect to said barrel to retract said writing element rear 
wardly of said fluid intake opening and extend the for 
ward end of said writing element beyond said ñuid in 
take opening, said filling member having therein a ñuid 
feeding channelv and disposed adjacent its forward end 
a capillary iiuid passageway in communication with said 
channel and with said writing element when said writ 
ing element is in said extended position. 

2. A fountain pen comprising a barrel having an in 
ternally threaded forward end, a reservoir within said 
barrel, a point holder threadedly engaged with said 
threaded forward end, a filling member secured in said 
barrel in communication with said reservoir and having 
a fiuid intake opening at its forward end, said filling 
member extending to a position forwardly of said point 
holder, and a writing element including a feed bar se 
cured to and extending forwardly of said point holder, 
said feed bar having a longitudinal bore therethrough 
adapted to receive said filling member, said point holder 
being rotatable with respect to said barrel to retract said 
writing element rearwardly of said fluid intake opening 
and to extend the forward end of said writing element 
beyond said fluid intake opening, said filling member 
having therein a fiuid feeding channel and disposed ad 
jacent its forward end a capillary fluid passageway in 
communication with said channel and with said writing 
element when said writing element is in said extended 
position. 

3. A fountain pen comprising a barrel, a reservoir 
within said barrel, a point holder threadedly engaged 
with the forward end of said barrel, a filling member 
mounted on said reservoir in communication therewith 
and having a fluid intake opening at its forward end, 
said filling member extending to a position forwardly of 
said point holder, a writing element including a feed 
bar secured to and extending forwardly of said point 
holder, said point holder being rotatable with respect 
to said barrel to retract said writing element rearwardly 
of said iiuid intake opening and extend the forward end 
of said writing element beyond said fluid intake open 
ing, and means associated with said point holder to limit 
the longitudinal reciprocal movement of said writing 
element,.said filling member having therein a fluid feed 
ing channel and disposed adjacent its forward end a 
capillary fluid passageway in communication with said 
channel and with said writing element when said writing 
element is in said extended position. 

4. A fountain pen comprising a barrel, a plug posi 
tioned in and spaced from the forward end of said bar 
rel, a fluid reservoir secured to and extending rearward 
ly of said plug, a point holder threadedly engaged with 
the forward end of said barrel, a filling member mount 
ed on said plug and having a fluid intake opening at its 
forward end, said filling member being stationary with 
respect to said barrel and opening into and projecting 
forwardly of said reservoir to a position beyond said 
point holder, an insert within said filling member and 
extending longitudinally thereof, said insert having a fluid 
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feeding channel and an air vent, a writing element in 
cluding a nib and a feed bar secured to and extending 
forwardly said said point holder, said feed bar having a 
longitudinal bore therethrough, said bore being spaced 
from said nib and adapted to receive said filling mem 
ber, said nib communicating with a capillary aperture 
extending into said bore, said point holder being re 
tractable with respect to said barrel to position said 
writing element rearwardly of said fluid intake opening 
and extensible to position the forward end of said writ 
ing element beyond said fluid intake opening, and means 
associated with said point holder to limit the longitudinal 
reciprocal movement thereof, said filling member having 
disposed adjacent its forward end a capillary fluid pas 
sageway in communication with said fluid feeding chan 
nel and with said writing element when the forward end 
of said writing element is positioned beyond said fluid 
intake opening. 

5. A fountain pen comprising a barrel, a reservoir se 
cured against longitudinal movement within said barrel, 
a point holder threadedly engaged with the forward end 
of said barrel, a filling member mounted on and pro 
jecting forwardly of said reservoir and having a fluid 
intake opening at its forward end, said filling member 
communicating with said reservoir and extending to a 
position forwardly of said point holder, an insert within 
said filling member extending longitudinally thereof and 
providing a fluid feeding channel and an air vent, a 
writing element including a nib and a feed bar secured 
to and extending forwardly of said point holder, said 
feed bar having a longitudinal bore therethrough, said 
bore being spaced from said nib and adapted to slid 
ably receive said filling member, said nib communicat 
ing with a capillary aperture extending into said bore, 
the forward portion of said filling member providing in 
cooperation with said bore a fluid opening of capillary 
dimensions, said point holder and said writing element 
being retractable as a unit with respect to said barrel to 
position said writing element rearwardly of said fluid 
intake opening and extensible to position the forward 
end of said writing element beyond said fluid intake 
opening, and means associated with said point holder 
to limit the longitudinal movement thereof, said filling 
member having disposed adjacent its forward end a capil 
lary iluid passageway directing communication between 
said fluid feeding channel and said writing element 
through said fluid opening and said capillary aperture 
when said writing element is in said extended position. 

6. A fountain pen comprising a barrel, a reservoir 
within said barrel, a filling member secured for com 
munication with said reservoir and extending to a fluid 
intake opening positioned forwardly of said barrel, a 
point holder mounted for reciprocal movement within 
the forward end of said barrel, a writing element mounted 
for movement with said point holder and having an axial 
aperture slidably receiving said filling member, and means 
for permitting reciprocal movement of said point holder 
relative to said barrel to retract said writing element rel 
ative to said filling member to a position rearwardly of 
said fluid intake opening and extend said writing element 
to position its forward end beyond said fluid intake open 
ing, said filling member defining a fluid passageway in 
communication with said reservoir and said writing ele 
ment. 

7. A fountain pen comprising a barrel, a fluid reser 
voir within said barrel, a substantially straight filling 
member mounted on said reservoir in communication 
therewith and having a fluid intake opening at its for 
ward end, said filling member extending to a position for 
wardly of said barrel, a point holder mounted for re 
ciprocal movement within the forward end of said bar 
rel, a writing element supported by and movable with 
said point holder and having an axial aperture slidably 
receiving said filling member, and means for permitting 
movement of said point holder and said writing element 
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as a unit relative to said barrel to retract said writing 
element to a position rearwardly of said fluid intake 
opening and extend said writing element to position its 
forward end beyond said fluid intake opening, said fill 
ing member defining a fluid passageway in communica 
tion with said writing element when said writing element 
is in said extended position. 

8. A fountain pen comprising a barrel, a fluid reser 
voir disposed within said barrel, a point holder mounted 
for reciprocal movement within the forward end of said 
barrel, a forwardly extending writing element mounted 
on said point holder for reciprocal movement therewith, 
a filling member mounted in said barrel and including a 
fluid intake opening at its forward end, said filling mem 
ber communicating with said reservoir and extending 
through an axial aperture in said writing element to a 
position adjacent the forward end thereof, and means for 
permitting reciprocal movement of said point holder and 
said writing element as a unit with respect to said barrel 
to retract said writing element to a position rearwardly 
of said fluid intake opening and extend the forward end 
of said writing element beyond said fluid intake opening, 
said filling member defining a fluid passageway in com 
munication with said reservoir and said writing element. 

9. A fountain pen comprising a barrel having a 
grooved area disposed internally adjacent its forward 
end, a fluid reservoir mounted within said barrel rear 
wardly of said grooved area, a point holder secured on 
the forward end of said barrel for axial rotation relative 
thereto, a filling member secured in said barrel in com 
munication with said reservoir and having a fluid intake 
opening at its forward end, said filling member being 
stationary with respect to said barrel and said reservoir 
and extending through an axial bore in said point holder 
to a position forwardly thereof, a writing element en 
gaged for longitudinal movement within said bore and 
extending forwardly thereof and substantially surround 
ing said filling member, means on said writing element 
rearwardly of said point holder for slidable engagement 
with said grooved area for restraining said writing ele 
ment against axial rotation with said point holder, and 
means for permitting said writing element to reciprocate 
within said bore relative to said barrel to a position 
rearwardly of said fluid intake opening and to position 
its' forward end beyond said fluid intake opening upon 
axial rotation of said point holder with respect to said 
barrel, said filling member defining a capillary fluid pas 
sageway in communication with said reservoir and said 
writing element when said writing element is in said 
extended position. 

l0. A fountain pen comprising a barrel having a plu 
rality of internally disposed longitudinally extending 
grooves adjacent itsv forward end, a resilient reservoir sac 
mounted within said barrel rearwardly of said grooves, 
a point holder secured for rotation relative to the for 
ward end of said barrel, a substantially straight filling 
member secured in said barrel and having a fluid intake 
opening at its forward end, said filling member communi 
eating with said reservoir and extending through an axial 
bore in said point holder to a position forwardly thereof, 
a writing element threadedly supported within said bore 
for longitudinal movement therein and substantially 
surrounding said filling tube, and a plurality of splines 
on said writing element rearwardly of said point holder 
and slidable in said grooves for restraining said writing 
element against axial rotation with respect to said barrel, 
said writing element reciprocating in said bore relative to 
said filling member to a position rearwardly of said fluid 
intake opening and to position its forward end beyond 
said fluid intake opening upon axial rotation of said 
point holder with respect to said barrel and said writing 
element, said filling member having therein a fluid feed 
ing channel and disposed adjacent its forward end a 
capillary fluid passageway in communication with said 
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channel and with said writing element vwhen said writing 1,875,553 
element is in said extended position. _ 2,769,427 
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