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This invention relates to an improvement in golf ball 
washing machine and deals particularly with an appara 
tus useful in washing golf balls which is capable of 
handling a considerable quantity of these golf balls. 

Commercial organizations such as practice driving 
ranges are often faced with a considerable problem in 
keeping the golf balls washed and cleaned. In such es 
tablishments, the player who wishes to practice purchases 
a pail of golf balls for use and practices golf shots, driv 
ing the balls into a practice ?eld. In many such estab 
lishments, a considerable number of people practice si 
multaneously and as a result, a very large number of golf 
balls must be available for use. While means have been 
provided for picking up the golf balls ‘from the practice 
?eld while the practicing continues, it is still necessary 
to have available a sui?cient number of pails of golf balls 
to properly accommodate the customers. As it is often 
necessary to wash these balls between the time they are 
used by different customers, a very considerable amount of 
time is often employed in keeping the golf balls clean. 
This is particularly true if the balls are cleaned one at a 
time in the usual manner. 
A feature of the present invention residesv in the pro 

vision of a golf ball washing machine which includes a 
receptacle capable of supporting a large number of golf 
balls which is provided with an inclined bottom panel 
so that all of the golf balls are eventually directed to one 
end of the device. A wheel of large diameter is sup 
ported on an axis which is preferably inclined at an acute 
angle to the horizontal, the lower periphery of the wheel 
extending close to the bottom of the receptacle. This 
wheel is provided with spaced pockets near its periphery 
into which the golf balls may roll, each pocket preferably 
holding two golf balls although the number of balls con 
tained is somewhat of a matter of choice. The pockets 
into which the golf balls roll extend entirely through the 
wheel and the wheel is of a thickness slightly less than 
the diameter of the golf balls. The wheel preferably 
rotates over an inclined end of the tank and the balls are 
held in the pockets by gravity. 

During the rotation of the wheel, the balls pass over a 
resilient mat and beneath a rotating brush. These ‘ele 
ments cooperate to wash all sides of the ball clean. 
An object of the present invention resides in the pro 

vision of a ball washing apparatus which is simple in con 
struction and inexpensive to operate and which is capable 
of quickly washing a great quantity of golf balls or the 
like. 
A further feature of the present invention resides in the 

provision of a pocketed wheel designed to receive the golf 
balls and to carry them into position to be cleaned. 
A further feature of the present invention resides in the 

provision of an apparatus of the type described embody 
ing a resilient pad over which the balls are carried and a 
rotating brush engageable with the opposite surfaceof 
the balls. As a result, as the balls are carried over the 
mat, they are rotated in a manner to cleanly wash the 
entire surface thereof. . 
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A further feature of the present invention resides in the 
provision of a device of the character described embody 
ing a ba?le between the body of the receptacle into which 
the balls are placed and the wheel which carries the ball 
into washing position. The baffle controls the level of the 
golf balls engaged by the wheel. 
,A further feature of the present invention resides in 

the provision of a golf ball washing apparatus which in 
cludes a water tight receptacle into which the golf balls 
are inserted and which may be partially ?lled with water 
which may if desired contain a suitable soap or detergent. 
The golf balls remain immersed in the solution for a period 
of time prior to the actual scrubbing operation and as a 
result the dirt which is collected on the surface of the 
balls has an opportunity to soak loose when in place. 

These and other objects and novel features of my in 
vention will be more clearly and fully set forth in the fol 
lowing speci?cation and claims. 

In the drawings ‘forming a part of the speci?cation: 
Figure l is a side elevational view of a golf ball wash 

ing apparatus illustrating the general arrangement of 
parts. 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view centrally through 
the structure shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the apparatus shown in 
Figures 1 and 2. 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a baffle used in guid 
ing golf balls to the conveying wheel. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a support used for 
supporting the baffle shown in Figure 4. 

Figure 6 is a diagrammatic view of a portion of the 
drive mechanism for operating the scrubbing brush and 
the conveyor wheel. 
The ball washing apparatus is indicated in general by the 

letter A and is used for washing golf balls, which are indi— 
cated ‘in general by the letter B. The washing machine 
A is capable of holding a very considerable number of 
golf balls, the number being determined by the width and 
depth of the tank or receptacle into which the golf balls 
are placed. 
As is illustrated in the drawings, the machine A includes 

a rear wall it} having an outwardly directed ?ange 1-1 at 
its upper extremity and communicating at its lower edge 
with an inclined bottom wall 12. The lower edge of the 
bottom wall 12 communicates with a transversely extend 
ing channel-shaped trap 13 which includes a pair of spaced 
vertical walls 14 and 15, and a generally horizontal bot 
tom wall-l6. Obviously, the bottom wall 16 may slope 
slightly toward a drain passage 17 which may be nor 
mally closed by a valve or by a stopper such as is used 
in a sink or the like. 
The upper edge of the vertical wall 15 communicates 

with an upwardly and outwardly inclined end wall 19 
which forms the end of the receptacle. The inclined wall 
19 is provided at its upper edge with an angularly turned 
flange 20. 
A pair of side walls 21 and 22 form side closures for 

the receptacle, these side Walls being generally trapezi 
form in shape. The upper edges of the side walls 21 and 
2.2 and generally horizontal and are provided with out 
wardly turned reinforcing ?anges 23 and 24 respectively. 
A shaft 25 extends through the inclined wall 19‘ of the 

tank and acts to rotatably support a wheel 26. As is 
evident from Figure 3 of the drawings, the wheel 26 
includes a solid central portion 27 which preferably pre 
sents a smooth upper surface to the golf balls, an outer 
peripheral rim 29, and a series of angularly spaced radial 
ly extending partition walls 30 which divide this portion 
of the wheel into a series of spaced pockets 31, the parti 
tions 30 connecting the center portion 27 of the wheel 
with the rim 29 thereof. The body of the wheel 26 ex 
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tends in substantially parallel relation to the tank wall 19 V 
and rotates over the surface of this wall. 
A supporting structure 32, illustrated in Figures 2 and 

5 of the drawings, rests in the channel-shaped trap 13. 
The supports 32 include a pair of supporting plates 33 
of similar shape secured in parallel relation by a spacing 
rod 34. The upper surfaces 35 of the plates 33 are pref 
erably curved to ?t the cooperable surface of the baffle 
36 illustrated in Figure 4 of the drawings. 
The baffle 36 includes a ‘panel 37 having a generally 

straight edge 39 designed to extend in edge abutting re 
lation with the lower edge of the bottom panel 12. The 
center portion of the panel 37 is provided with a gen 
erally crescent shaped curved surface 40 which ?ts the 
curvature of the outer surface of the wheel 26. As is 
best shown in Figure 2, a short cylindrical band 4-1 en 
circles the wheel 26 and is in closely spaced relation 
thereto. The curved portion 40 of the battle 36 ?ts 
snugly beneath the lower portion of the hand 40 to act 
to guide the golf balls toward the wheel. The curved 
upper surfaces 35 of the plates 33 extend beneath por 
tions of the curved surface 40 and act to support the 
baftie in proper relation to the wheel. Generally tri 
angular wings 42 are provided on each side of the panel 
37 which include edges 43 designed to extend against 
the wall 19 on either side of the wheel 26 to direct golf 
balls downwardly toward the center of the tank. The 
position of these wings is illustrated in Figures 2 and 3 of 
the drawings. 
A baf?e 44 extends downwardly into the tank, the 

‘baffle terminating in a downwardly inclined flanged edge 
45 which is spaced a suitable distance above the bottom 
panel 12 of the tank. The ba?le 44 extends between the 
receptacle sides 21 and 22 and is supported by a suitable 
cross member 46. This ba?ie tends to restrict the num 
ber of the balls which may roll downwardly into the lower 
end of the apparatus and against the wheel. 
A motor 47 having a connected gear reduction head 

49 is mounted upon ‘a suitable framework 50 adjoining 
the wall 19 of the receptacle. This frame 50 is sup 
ported by one or more supporting legs 51. The tank 
itself is also supported by spaced legs 52 and 53 which 
may be connected by connecting braces such as 54., 
The motor 47 drives a shaft 55 which extends through 
the panel 19 exteriorly of the ring shaped flange 41 en 
circling the Wheel 26. A circular scrubbing brush 57 
having a suitable supporting backing member 59 is 
mounted upon the shaft 55 for rotation in unison there 
with. The brushing surface 60 of the brush 57 is sub 
stantially ?ush with the upper surface of the wheel 26. 
As is indicated in Figure 6 of the drawings, a sprocket 

61 is mounted upon the motor driven shaft 55 and a 
cooperable sprocket 62 is’ mounted upon a parallel stub 
shaft 63 supported beneath the panel 19. The sprocket 
61 is small compared to the diameter of the sprocket 
62' so that when these sprockets are connected by the 
chain 64, the shaft 63 will be driven at a substantially 
slower speed than the sprocket 60. A relatively small 
diameter pinion 65 is mounted upon the shaft 63 and 
this pinion meshes with a substantially larger diameter 
gear 66 mounted upon the wheel shaft 65. Thus, ro 
tation of the motor driven shaft 55 acts to drive the 
wheel shaft and the wheel 26 at a rate of speed materially 
slower than the speed of rotation of the brush 57. 
An idle sprocket 67 engages the chain 64 between the 

sprockets 61 and 62 ‘and this idle sprocket is mounted 
‘upon an arm 69 which is pivotally supported at 70 to the 
framework of the apparatus. The idle sprocket 67 
merely acts as a chain take-up device. 
A rubber mat 71 is mountedupon the upper surface 

of the wall 19 beneath the portion of the wheel 26 un 
derlying the brush 57. This rubber mat 71 is of im 
portance as the rotation of the brush 57 holds the golf 
balls B against the rubber mat during rotation of the 
wheel and the mat causes the balls tp rotate during ro 
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tation of the wheel so that all surfaces of the balls will 
be cleaned. Due to the fact that the balls ‘are traveling 
upon an arcuate path, they are rotated in such a way as 
to clean the entire surface thereof. 
The wall 19 is provided with an opening 72 extending 

therethrough which communicates with an inclined chute 
73. This chute 73 communicates with a tubular chute 
section 74 which leads to trough shaped guide 75 which 
extends at substantially right angles thereto. The chute 
sections 75 may be inclined to direct the balls leaving 
the apparatus in one direction or another, the chute 
section being supported by a generally U-shaped support 
ing member 76 which encircles the center portion of the 
same. 

The operation of the apparatus is believed obvious from 
the foregoing description. The tank is partially ?lled with 
water which may, if desired, contain a detergent or soap. 
The balls are placed into the tank above the ba?le 44 
and rolled by gravity toward the lower end of the tank 
and against the wheel 26. As the wheel rotates, the balls 
drop into the various pockets in the wheel and are car 
ried upwardly and over the rubber mat 71. At this point, 
the ‘balls are also engaged by the brush 57 which tends 
to hold the balls against the rubber mat causing them 
to rotate in a manner to expose all of the surfaces of 
the balls to the brush. Thus the balls which have been 
thoroughly Wetted prior to the scrubbing operation, are 
cleaned by the brush and are directed to the opening 72. 
The balls then pass through the outlet chute arrangement 
and into a suitable receptacle 77 or series of such re 
ceptacles, moving beneath the outlet portion of the chute. 

It will be noted that the brush 57 overlies the wheel 
26 to a considerable extent. As the balls B in the 
pocket, 30 pass beneath this wheel, the rotation of the 
brush tends to roll the balls inwardly toward the axis of 
the wheel as they rotate between the brush and the pad 
71. This, in effect, turns the balls over to eliminate any 
unwashed spots. As the wheel progresses, the direction 
of the ‘force of the brush bristle acting upon the balls 
also changes; and prior to the time the balls travel com 
pletely past the brush the force imparted by the bristles 
tends to ‘roll the balls outwardly away from the center 
of the Wheel. Thus the relation of the brush relative to 
the pockets is of importance. 

In accordance with the patent statutes, I have described 
the principles of construction and operation of my golf 
ball washing machine, and while I have endeavored to 
set forth the best embodiment thereof, I desire to have it 
understood that changes may be made within the scope 
of the following claims without departing from the spirit 
‘of my invention. 

I claim: 
1. A golf ball washing apparatus including a tank 

having a bottom on which golf balls may rest, an in 
clined wall on said tank, a wheel .rotatably supported 
overlying said inclined Wall and extending close to the 
bottom of the tank, angularly spaced pockets in said 
Wheel on said bottom for reciving balls contained in said 
tank, a brush overlying said pockets at a point spaced 
substantially'from the tank bottom for engaging those 
balls within the pockets, and means for rotating said 
wheel in one rotative direction to move said pockets in 
sequence beneath said brush, said wall having an opening 
therein registrable with said pockets and through which 
said balls may roll after engagement by said brush. 

2. The construction described in claim 1 and including 
means rotatably supporting said brush. 

3. A golf ball washing apparatus including means 
providing a sloping bottomand an inclined wall extend 
ing upwardly from the lower end of said slopping bottom, 
a wheel rotatably supported overlying said inclined wall, 
said wheel extending to a point adjoining the lower end 
of said inclined wall and cooperating with said sloping 
bottom, said wheel having angularly spaced pockets there 
in designed to accommodate golf balls directed thereto by 
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said sloping bottom, a brush overlying said rotatable 
wheel and in the path of movement of golf balls in said 
pockets for brushing thereagainst, and means for rotat 
ing said wheel to move the balls contained in said pockets 
into successive engagement with said brush. 

4. The construction described in claim 3 and including 
means rotatably supporting said brush, and means for 
rotating said brush upon rotation of said wheel. 

5. The construction described in claim 3 and in which 
said inclined wall includes a discharge opening successive 
ly registrable with said pockets upon rotation of said 
wheel after engagement with said ‘brush. 

6. The construction described in claim 3 and including 
a ba?le in said receptacle terminating in spaced relation 
to said sloping bottom and beneath which golf balls may 
roll by gravity down said sloping bottom. 

7. A golf ball washing apparatus including a tank 
designed to contain a cleaning ?uid and including a slop 
ing bottom, a channel-shaped trough at the lower end of 
said slopping bottom and extending transversely thereof, 
an upwardly and outwardly inclined wall extending from 
said trough, a wheel rotatably supported overlying said 
wall, said wheel having a series of angularly spaced ball 
receiving pockets therein movable successively into said 
trough, a brush overlying a portion of said wheel at an 
elevation above said trough and in the path of balls en~ 
gaged in said pockets, said inclined wall having an out 
let opening therein through which the balls may roll 
after being carried by said wheel past said brush. 

8. The construction described in claim 7 and including 
means rotatably supporting said brush, and including a 
resilient mat overlying said wall beneath said wheel over 
which said balls are carried during engagement with said 
brush. 

9. The construction described in claim 7 and includ 
ing a bathe in said trough directing balls from said slop~ 
ing bottom to the surface of said wheel. 
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10. The construction described in claim 9 and includ 
ing removable means in said trough supporting said 
ba?le. 

11. The construction described in claim 3 and in which 
the brush is rotatably supported above said wheel under 
which said balls are carried during engagement with 
said brush. ~ 

12. A golf ball washing apparatus including a ?uid 
tank having a bottom for supporting golf balls and an 
outwardly inclined wall, a wheel rotatably supported over 
lying said wall and extending close to said bottom, said 
wheel having a series of angularly spaced ball receiving 
pockets therein for receiving balls contained in said tank 
on said ‘bottom, a brush overlying a portion of said wheel 
and in the path of balls engaged in said pockets for en 
gaging those balls within the pockets, means rotatably 
supporting said brush, and driving means connected to 
said brush and to said wheel for rotating said "brush at 
a relatively high speed and rotating said wheel at a rela 
tively low speed. 

13. The construction described in claim 12 and includ 
ing a resilient mat overlying said wall beneath said wheel 
over which said balls travel during engagement with said 
brush. 

14. The construction described in claim 12 and in 
which said wall includes a discharge opening registrable 
with said pockets and through which said balls may roll 
upon registry of said pockets with said opening after pass 
ing by said brush. 
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