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1 Claim. (Cl. 141-337) 

This invention relates to funnel and clip assemblies but 
particularly to funnels of ?exible resilient material, the 
walls of which may be ?attened to enable the same to be 
compacted in order to occupy a minimum of space. 
Not only are funnels bulky and space consuming since 

they cannot be ?tted readily into many storage compart~ 
ments but not infrequently they are mislaid and not avail 
able at the time of need. It is a desideratum to provide 
a funnel and clip assembly by which the funnel can be 
readily compacted into a small space, making it extremely 
handy for carrying and storage but which also may be 
secured to a suitable support to prevent it from being 
mislaid. In connection with the gas tank of an outboard 
motor, for example, the funnel and clip assembly may be 
attached to‘ the cap so that it is always available atv the 
time of need. 
An object is to produce a funnel and clip assembly 

which enables the funnel to be reduced in its size to 
facilitate storage and carrying, the clip serving to reduce 
the transverse dimension of the funnel. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will 
hereinafter appear, and for purposes of illustration but 
not of limitation, embodiments of the invention are shown 
on the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a funnel of resilient 
?exible material to which a clip is attached and showing 
the funnel in its compacted position, the mouth of the 
funnel being drawn together by the clip; 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the funnel and clip 
assembly showing the clip in position for use as a handle 
for the funnel; 

Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view 
showing the clip arms in engagement with the bead at the 
mouth of the funnel and holding the funnel in its com 
pacted position ; 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3 but in which the 
funnel is formed with a bead which extends only on the 
outside of the wall of the funnel; 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the funnel and clip 
assembly showing an alternate form of clip; 

Figure 6 is a side elevation of the funnel and clip 
assembly, the funnel being in position of use; 

Figure 7 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view 
showing the clip engaging opposite walls of the funnel 
mouth; and 

Figure 8 is an enlarged perspective view of the clip 
shown on Figures 5 to 7. 
The illustrated embodiment of the invention comprises 

a. funnel 10 of the usual shape having a frusto conical 
body portion to which a pouring spout is integrally at 
tached. In this instance the funnel ispof resilient ?exible 
material such as rubber, or plastic. Polyethylene has 
been found exceedingly satisfactory for this purpose. 
Formed around the mouth of the funnel is a bead 11 
which in accordance with Figures 1 and 2 extend only 
on the outside of the wall of the mouth, the inside wall of 
the mouth being free from any inward extension. How 
ever in Figure 3, another form of funnel is shown in 
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which the bead extends equally on the outside andinside 
of the wall of the funnel, such bead being indicatedat 11a. 
Attached to the beaded mouth of the funnel 10 is a 

sheet metal clip having a pair of arms 12 and 13. A 
?ange 14 is formed on the end of the arm 13 to receive 
the adjacent free end of the arm 12. It will be observed 
that the arms incline away from each other for a distance 
and thence incline inwardly toward each other, the ex 
treme end- portion thereof being in crossing relation. In 
terposed between an intermediate portion of the arms 12 
and 13 is a coil spring 15. ‘ The end portion of the arm 
12 is adapted to be attached to the bead on the mouth of 
the funnel for'more or less permanent attachment there~ 
to. While it can be removed from the bead, it is in 
tended to be attached thereto at all times and as shown, 
the end portion of the arm 12 is bent rearwardly at an 
angle of approximately 90° and thence curves downward 
ly and inwardly as indicated at 16, the curvature being 
such as to engage the funnel bead 11. The end por 
tion of the arm' is thence bent back upon itself as shown 
and thence curves downwardly and inwardly as indicated 
at 17 so that the free end 18 of the arm is spaced a rela 
tively short distance from the folded back end 19. The 
space between these two ends is such as to enable the 
clamping portion to be ?exed over the bead in order sat 
isfactorily to grip it and normally retain the clip perma 
nently in place. However the clamping portion may be 
slid along the head 11 or 11a to militate against a set 
to the material of the funnel due to repeated'?exure 
in compacting it and also to prevent wear of any particu 
lar portion of the bead. ~ 
The arm 13 of the clip is formed with an arched por 

tion 20 of a curvature to ?t the outer portion of the bead 
and this curved portion terminates in an outwardly 
curved lip 21, thereby eliminating any sharp portions to 
engage the material of the funnel. 

In use it will be understood that the clip normally as 
sumes the position such as shown on Figure 2 which 
provides a handle for the funnel, enabling it to be dis 
posed in position of use and for other purposes.‘ When, 
however, it is desired to compact the funnel, the sides of 
the mouth are brought together such as shown in Figure 
l to enable the curved portion 20 of the arm 13 to en 
gage over the outer portion of the bead either 11 or 11a, 
thereby to retain the funnel in its compacted position 
with the mouth of the funnel brought close to each other. 
Manifestly when it is desired to use the funnel, this can 
be accomplished very readily by pressing on the interme 
diate portion of the clip to free the arm 13 from the ad 
jacent portion of the funnel mouth and allow the latter 
to automatically assume its normal funnel shape. 

In the arm 13 is a hole to receive a chain 22 to enable 
the clip and funnel assembly to be secured to a suitable 
support. For example in connection with outboard 
motors, the chain may be secured to the gasoline tank 
cap so that the funnel will at all times be available for 
use. When not in use, the funnel occupies a minimum 
of space and can be conveniently stored. 

Figures 5 to 8 illustrate an alternate form of funnel 
and clip assembly. The funnel 10a is similar to the fun~ 
nel according to Figures 1, 2 and 4, it being observed 
that the bead 11a extends only on the outside wall of the 
mouth of the funnel, ‘the inside wall being smooth and 
uninterrupted as indicated. In this instance the sheet 
metal clip is differently formed than that above described. 
In this instance the clip is one piece construction and 
is formed with hook portion 30 and 31, the hook por 
tion 31 being somewhat larger than the hook 30 and 
as indicated in Figure 7, is adapted to hook over the bead 
11a and remain permanently attached to the funnel. By 
“permanent” does not mean that the clip cannot be re 
moved from the funnel but means that it will normally 
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remain in place whereas the‘ hook 30 may be engaged , 
with or disengaged from the opposite wall of the funnel 
mouth as indicated on Figure 5. Intermediate the hooks 

’ :30 and131>is ‘a web portion?Z-imwhich the walls of'the 
clip are bent back‘upon eachQther-andin»engagement 
therewith to lie within :therfunnel {particularly ‘as/shown 
in ‘Figure 7 when inifunnel collapsingrlengagement. , 

It will be manifest‘ that therclip readily attached 
to the bead 11a by engaging thewhook 31_ with the bead. 
This '?t is-su?icinetly snug to retain the clip in engage 
ment with the ‘funnel butasv above mentioned it is not 
such that the clip cannotpfo‘rcefully be removed from the 
funnel.‘ When it is desired to compact the ,funnel, ‘the 
mouth is ‘squeezed together to the form' shown in Fig 
ure 5 and then the hook 30 is hooked over :the bead 111a 
,oppositei-torthat of the bead engaged by the hook 31. 
Formed‘ on the outside‘o‘f the hook 3-1 is an eye 32’ 

. 4 ‘ 

terial whereby opposite wall portions can be pressed 
approximately ?atly together and when released resume 

’ 7 their normalrconical shape, la bead about the rim of the 
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funnel mouth rounded in cross section, the inner side of 
the bead being flush with the inner wall of the funnel and 
the rounded portion thereof being essentially on the outer 
side of the funnel, and a sheet ‘metal clip having a pair of 
hooks of rounder contour “to "?t ‘the curvature of the bead 
on the funnelimouthpone hookihavingianarc of sul‘?cient 
magnitude to embrace the bead‘ substantiallythroughout 
the curvature, thereof ‘such ‘as ‘normally ‘to retain it in 
engagement with the bead 'but with su?'lcientylooseness 
to a?ord sliding movement thereof along the bead, and 

i the other hook -~havin‘g"a somewhat ‘shorter are so as to 
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which as indicated may receive a chain 33 or the like 7 
for attaching the assembly to a suitable support. The 
eye 32’ may be attached to the clip in any suitable man 
nor as by riveting or welding. ' M 

This application constitutes ‘a continuation-in-part of 
my application entitled j“-Funnel and Clip iAssembly" 
?led ‘December 12,1956, and abandoned January 20, 
1958, and bearing the SerialNo.p627,790. 

, Numerous changes in details of construction, arrange 
ment and choice of materials may be effected without 
departing from the spirit of the invention, especially ‘as 
de?ned in the appended claim. a - , 

What I claim is: 
_ A funnel and clip assembly comprising a 'funnel hav 
ing, a body portion of relatively soft ?exible “resilient ma 

20 

engage only the portion of a bead ‘diametrically opposed 
to that engaged by ‘said ?rst hook ‘after the funnel walls‘ 
have been ?attened together so that the last hook can 
be‘dis‘engaged from the ‘bead to open the~funnel forause 
without disturbin‘githe bea'd engagement :by‘ the i?I'St :hook. 
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