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My invention relates to a casket lid locking system. 
It has to do, more particularly, with a locking system 
for a casket of the type which includes a ‘body section 
having a pair of lid half-sections hinged thereto for 
swinging independently in a vertical direction. 

Caskets with hinged half-section lids in the past few 
years have come into considerable favor. These lid 
half-sections are hinged to the rear upper edge of the 
casket body section for swinging vertically independently 
of each other. Each lid section is provided with a sealing 
?ange around its front, rear, and end edges for cooperat 
ing with a sealing ?ange on the corresponding upper 
edges of the casket body section. Furthermore, ‘a sealing 
gasket arrangement is provided between the meeting 
inner end edges of the lid half-sections. Locking sys 
tems have been provided in the prior art for pulling the 
lid sealing ?anges in tight contact with the body section 
sealing ?anges and locking the ?anges together in sealed 
relationship. A locking arrangement commonly used in 
the past has consisted of headed pins which depend from 
the front ?anges on the two lid half-sections and a single 
reciprocable locking bar mounted below the body section 
sealing ?ange which is provided with bayonet slots 
formed therein for the reception of and cooperation with 
the headed studs, to pull both lid half-sections simul— 
taneously downward and seal them to the casket body 
section. This locking bar is usually operated by a screw 
extending through one end of ths casket body section and 
operable by a crank from outside the end sections but 
‘this has been found di?lcult in actual operation because 
the bar might engage the pull down studs of one lid 
half-section without engaging the studs of the other lid 
half-section. Sometimes, considerable downward pres 
sure or weight on both lid half-sections is required to 
force them downwardly sufficiently to properly locate 
the studs of both lids so that the heads thereof will be 
engaged by the bar. 

It is the main object of my invention to provide a 
locking system for the lid half-sections of a casket which 
is so designed and constructed that each lid section can 
be pulled down and locked independently of the other 
section. 

Another object of my invention is to provide a lock 
ing system of the type indicated above which comprises 
an independent locking unit for each lid half-section. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a locking 

unit which includes hook-type latch members which will, 
when the unit is properly operated, reach into cooperating 
latch slots in the sealing ?ange of the lid and pull the 
?ange downwardly into sealing position with the sealing 
?ange body section Where it will be ?rmly locked. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a lock 

ing unit which is provided with an off~center arrange 
ment tending to snap the hook latches into locked posi 
tion and keep them in such position. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a lock 

ing unit which is readily adjustable to properly position 
the hook latches relative to the latch openings. 
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An additional object of my invention is to provide a 

locking unit which is operable by a single rotatable actu 
ating shaft accessible from the front and outside of the 
body section of the casket and which is provided with 
sealing means between it and the casket body front wall. 

Various other objects will be apparent. 
In the accompanying drawings, I have illustrated a 

preferred embodiment of my invention. 
In these drawings: 
Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a casket having 

two lid half-sections with my locking system associated 
therewith. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged side elevational view of one 
of the locking units associated with one of the lid 
sections. 

Figure 3 is a top view of the locking unit shown in 
Figure 2. 

Figure 4 is a detail in perspective of a portion of one 
of the locking units. . 

Figure 5 is an enlarged side elevational view of the 
actuating crank of the locking unit showing the off-center 
arrangement tending to move the latch hooks into lock 
ing position and hold them in such position. 

Figure 6 is a detail showing the rotatable actuating 
shaft on the front wall of the casket body and the sealing 
means therefor. 
With reference to the drawings, in Figure l, I have 

illustrated my locking system applied to a casket which 
comprises the body section ll) having the two lid half 
sections 11 hinged thereto at the rear upper edge thereof. 
One of the lid sections 11 is shown in closed position 
and the other in open position. Each section 11 is pro 
vided with a sealing ?ange 12 which extends along the 
end, front, and back edges of the section. These ?ange 
portions will cooperate with corresponding portions of 
a sealing ?ange 13 provided entirely around the upper 
edge of the casket, as indicated at 13 in Figures 2 and 4. 
Extending along the sealing ?ange 13 is a sealing gas 
ket 13a. 
A locking unit 14 is disposed at the upper edge of the 

forward wall of lthe casket body 10 directly below the 
sealing ?ange 13 thereof. One of these units 14 is pro 
vided for each of the lid half-sections 11. Each of 
these units is independently operable to independently 
pull down and seal the lid half-section 11 with which it 
is associated. 

It will be apparent from Figure 1 that the forward 
flange portion of the lid sealing ?ange 12 is provided 
with a pair of latch-receiving openings 15, each of which 
is disposed adjacent the ends of the lid sections. For 
cooperating with these latch openings 15 of each lid 
section, the associated locking unit for that section is 
provided with a pair of hook latches 16. The manner 
in which these latches are mounted and are associated 
with the locking unit 14 is illustrated in detail in Figures 
2 to 4, inclusive. 
Each hook latch member 16 is pivoted for vertical 

swinging movement about a horizontal pivot 17 which is 
mounted on a depending lug which may be formed in 
producing an opening 19 in the ?ange 13 of the casket 
body. Each opening 19 will be so located that it will 
align with the corresponding opening 15 in the lid when 
the lid is lowered. As shown by dotted lines in Figure 
2, the two latch members 16 are turned in opposite di~ 
rections and will swing in opposite directions through 

' the two sets of aligning openings 15 and 19. Ordinarily, 

70 

the latch members 16 will be in the positions indicated 
by the dotted lines in Figure 2. However, when the 
lid section 11 is moved into lower position, the latch 
members may be rocked upwardly through the aligning 

‘ ' openings 15 and 19 and the ends of the hooks will en-v 
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gage the lid ?ange 12 adjacent the outer ends of the 
openings 15, as indicated by full lines in Figure 2. 
For rocking the two hook. latches 16 about the pivots 

17, a, pair of push-pull actuating. rods 20 .is provided. 
Each rod ispivotedat its outer .end: to the .?at end of 
the. hook’latch 16 by. the pivot, pin 21. The‘ opposite 
or inner- end of each rod.20 is pivoted -by .a pivot pin 
22 to one end of a double crankarm 23 which is prefer 
ably of channel form. Each rod is providedwith a turn 
buckle 24 by means of which its length may be adjusted 
so as to initially position the associated latch member 
16 properly around‘ its pivot 17. The double. crank arm 
23 is, pivoted intermediate its ends by means of a for 
wardly or outwardly extending shaft’25' which is rigidly 
secured to the crank member 23 intermediate its ends 
and which is rotatably mounted in a bearing 26 formed 
on§the3 front wall 27 of: the body section of the casket. 
An annular sealing gasket ‘28 surrounds the shaft 25 
and engages the outer surface of the wall 27 around the 
shaft opening. ‘It will be noted ‘that the shaft '25 ex 
tends through the- forward wall 27~rof the body section 
of the casket and is surrounded by the gasket‘ 28. A 
retaining collar 31 is attached to the outer wall 27 and 
holds the gasket 28 in sealing position. The shaft 25 
is provided with an outwardly opening socket 32 of 
angular cross-section for receiving a tool by means of 
which it may be rotated. For normally closing‘the 
outer end of the socket a tab 33 is pivoted thereto and 
can be rocked to one side to expose the outer end of the 
socket 32. 

It will be apparent that when the shaft 25 is rocked, 
the crank 23 will be rotated about the axis thereof and 
will simultaneously exert push or pull forces on the 
rods 20 since they are connected to the double crank 
at opposite sides of the axis of the shaft 25. In one 
direction of rotation of the shaft. 26,.the rods. 20 will 
swing the rods 16 inwardly into releasing position. vIn 
a reverse rotation of the shaft 26, the rods 20 will swing 
the latch member 16 upwardly and outwardly through 
the aligning openings 15 and 19 into latching position 
where the latching ends of the hook members 16 will 
engage the lid ?ange 12 to pull the lid downwardly and 
lock it in sealed position. As the latch members near 
latching position, the rod pivots 22 will assume an off 
center relationship to a line passing through the axis of 
the shaft 25, as shown in Figure 5, which will tend to 
snap the latch hooks in latching position and retain them 
in such position. It will be noted that the pivot 22 for 
the outer rod 20 is inside the channel crank arm 23 so 
as not to interfere with shaft 25 while the other pivot 
22 is outside the channel. 

It will be apparent from the above that I have pro 
vided a simple locking system for the lid half-sections of 
a casket which can be operable from the front of the 
casket. Each lid half-section is locked ‘by a separate 
locking’ unit so that each lid section can be locked in 
dependently of the other. Thus, one section may be 
open with the other locked or both may be open at the 
same time. However, as each section is closed,‘ it is 
locked independently of the other. No pressure will 
be required to attempt to lock both sections simultane 
ously and, in fact, each section will be pulled down in 
the initial locking operation merely by operating 'the 
latches. 

' Various other advantages will be apparent. 
Having thus described my invention, what I claim is: 
1. A locking unit for a casket Lhavinga body: section 

and a lid hinged thereto at its rear wall for-swinging 
movement between an upper open position and lower 
sealing position, the lid and the bodyhaving cooperating 
sealing ?anges ‘which are in‘?at contact when the lid is 
in its lower sealing position and the sealing?ange of the 
body projecting inwardly'from its front wall, the lid 
?ange. having a pair of latch-receiving openings formed 
therein and spaced longitudinally thereof and the body 
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4 
?ange having a pair of openings therein spaced longi 
tudinally thereof'for substantially aligning with the‘lid 
openings when the lid is in'its lower sealing position, 
said locking unit locking the lid in its lower sealing po 
sition, said unit comprising hook-shaped latches pivotally 
mounted on the front wall of the casket body below and 
adjacent its sealing ?ange ‘and-‘being swingable from a 
lower position ~within=the~body sealing ?ange. upwardly 
through the openings therein and through the aligning 
openings in the lid‘ ?ange when vit is in itstlower sealing 
position into engagementwith the lid ?ange -to~pull it 
downwardly in ?rm. sealing contact with the body ‘?ange, 
each of said latches having a hooked, end and an op 
posed actuating end and being pivoted to the front wall 
of the casket body- intermediate its ends, means for ac 
tuating said latches and comprising a push and pull rod 
extending longitudinally below said body sealing ?ange 
and connected at their outer ends .to theactuating-end 
of each of said latches, a double crank mounted for ro 
tation on said body intermediate said hook-shaped latches 
and to which the inner ends. of said rods are connected, 
said crank beingof channel form with opposed ends and 
with front and rear ?anges, an actuating pivot shaft 
keyed to the channel intermediate its ends and rotatably 
carried by said front wallof the body of the casket, one 
rod having its inner end located within the channel and 
pivoted to the front ?ange of said channel at one side 
of said shaft and the other rod having its inner end lo 
cated outside the channel and pivoted to the rear :?ange 
of saidchannel at the other side of said shaft, said crank 
being movable beyond center into locking position as 
the actuating pivot shaft rotates .the crank and thereby 
moves the latches into locking position. 

2. A locking unit for a casket having a body section 
and a lid hinged thereto at its rear wall for swinging 
movement between an upper open position and a lower 
sealing position, the lid and the body having cooperating 
sealing ?anges which are in ?at contact when the lid is 
in its lower sealing position and the sealing ?ange of ‘the 
body projecting inwardly from its front wall, the lid ?ange 
having a pair of latch-receiving openings formed therein 
and spaced longitudinally thereof and the body ?ange 
having a pair of openings therein spaced longitudinally 
thereof for substantially aligning with the lid openings 
when the lid is in its lower sealing position, said locking 
unit locking the lid in its lower sealing position, saidunit 
comprising hook-shaped latches pivotally mounted on.the 
front wall of the casket body below and adjacent .its 
sealing ?ange and being swingable from a lower posi 
tion within the bodyv sealing ?ange upwardly through the 
openings therein and through the aligning openingsin 
the lid ?ange when it is in its lower sealing position 
into engagement with the lid ?ange to pull it .down 
wardly in ?rm sealing contact with .the body ?ange, 
each of said latches having ‘a hooked end and an .op 
posed actuating end and being pivoted to the front -wall 
of the casket body intermediate its ends, means for .ac 
tuating said latches and comprising a push and pull rod 
extending longitudinally below said body sealing ?ange 
and connected at their outer ends to theiactuating end 
of each of said latches, a double crank mounted for 
rotation on said body intermediate said hook-shaped 
latches and to which the inner ends of said rods are 
connected, said crank being of channel form with op 
posed ends and with front and rear ?anges, an actuating 
pivot shaft keyed to the channel intermediate its ends 
and rotatably carried by said front wall of the body of 
the casket, one rod having its inner end located within 
the channel and pivoted to the front ?ange of said chan 
nel at one side of said shaft and the other rod having 
its inner end located outside the channel and vpivoted to 
the rear ?ange of said channel at the other side of said 
shaft. 

3. A locking unit for a casket having- a- body. section 
and a lid hinged thereto at its rear wall for swinging 
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movement between an upper open position and a lower 
sealing position, the lid and the body having cooperating 
sealing ?anges which are in ?at contact when the lid is 
in its lower sealing position and the sealing ?ange of the 
body projecting inwardly from its front wall, the lid ?ange 
having a pair of latch-receiving openings formed therein 
and spaced longitudinally thereof and the body ?ange 
having a pair of openings therein spaced longitudinally 
thereof for substantially aligning with the lid openings 
when the lid is in its lower sealing position, said locking 
unit locking the lid in its lower sealing position, said unit 
comprising hook-shaped latches pivotally mounted on the 
front wall of the casket body below and adjacent its 
sealing ?ange and being swingable from a lower posi 
tion within the body sealing ?ange upwardly through the 
openings therein and through the aligning openings in 
the lid ?ange when it is in its lower sealing position 
into engagement with the lid ?ange to pull it down 
wardly in ?rm sealing contact with the body ?ange, 
each of said latches having a hooked end and an op 
posed actuating end and being pivoted to the front wall 
of the casket body intermediate its ends, means for ac 
tuating said latches and comprising a push and pull rod 
extending longitudinally below said body sealing ?ange 
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and connected at their outer ends to the actuating end 
of each of said latches, a crank mounted for rotation 
on said body intermediate said hook-shaped latches and 
to which the inner ends of said rods are connected, an 
actuating pivot shaft keyed to the crank intermediate its 
ends and rotatably carried by said front wall of the body 
of the casket, one rod having its inner end pivoted to the 
crank at one side of said shaft and the other rod having 
its inner end pivoted to the crank at the other side of 
said shaft, said crank being movable beyond center into 
locking position as the actuating pivot shaft rotates the 
crank and thereby moves the latches into locking posi 
tion. 
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