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This invention relates to a gun sight and relates more 
particularly to a front gun sight which, while not limited 
thereto, is admirably suited for use on a shotgun. 

Shooters have often encountered di?icul-ty in detecting 
or following their front gun sights under poor light con 
ditions. Frequently the front gun sight is hard to dis 
tinguish from the background in the ?eld of vision. It 
is known that some attempts have been made to solve 
this problem, but it is believed that these attempts have 
not been entirely successful. Some persons have used a 
coating of ?uorescent material over a sight bead. Some 
have employed ?uorescent substances ‘to cast light on 
a nearby object mounted on the gun barrel and employed 
as a sight. Still others have dyed clear plastic resins 
with ?uorescent substances and used the resultant ma 
terial in a sight structure. 
One object of the invention is to provide an improved 

front gun sight of the type having a sight bead for sharp 
color contrast with a target and which is more readily 
visible when light conditions are poor. Another object 
of the invention is to provide an improved front gun 
sight of the type incorporating a ?uorescent substance. 
A further object is to provide a sight bead which may 

be readily adapted to a number of types of sight holders. 
Still another object is to provide a front sight having 
the parts thereof uniquely constructed and arranged. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a fragmentary side elevational view of a 

shotgun muzzle, illustrating a sight embodying the in 
vention; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged elevational view in section, taken 
on the longitudinal median plane of the muzzle; 

.Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3—3 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 1 but illustrates a sight 

of modi?ed form; 
Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 2, further illustrating 

the form of the sight shown in Fig. 4; and 
Fig. 6 is a detailed view of the sight bead of the last 

mentioned form. 
As illustrated in the drawing in Figs. 1-3, the inven— 

tion may be embodied in a front bead-type gun sight 
which is shown mounted upon the front or muzzle end 
of a gun barrel 10, which includes a base block 11 of 
elongate form arranged longitudinally of the gun barrel, 
a body 12 of ?uorescent material extending rearwardly 
from the block 11 toward the shooter, and a transparent 
plastic shell 13 ?xed to the block 11 and forming a 
protective cover for the body 12. It will be understood 
that the body 12, covered by the transparent shell 13, 
forms the sight bead. As shown in Fig. 2, the base block 
11 is provided with a depending post-like part 14 which 
is threaded into the gun barrel to secure the block 11 to 
the latter. At the rear end, the block 11 is drilled to 
provide a longitudinal dead-end bore 15 to receive the 
body 12 in the protective cover 13. As best shown in 
Fig. 3, the upper part of the block 11 is rounded, as at 
16, and at the lower part the block 11 is provided at its 
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respective sides with laterally projecting ?anges 17. The 
?anges 17 project beyond the sight bead and provide a 
color contrast with the latter. 
As best shown in Fig. 2, the shell 13 is of elongate 

form and extends longitudinally of the block 11, the 
shell having a cylindrical portion 138L received in the bore 
15 of the block and having a press ?t with the block. 
The cylindrical portion 13a terminates rearwardly in an 
enlarged rounded end 13b of the shell. This end of the 
shell, which is of larger diameter than the bore 15, abuts 
the rear extremity of the block 11 in the manner shown 
in Fig. 2. At its other end, the shell 13 is open and it 
is through this last-mentioned end that the body 12 is 
inserted into the shell. It will be understood that the 
body 12 is put into the shell prior to assembly of the 
latter with the block 11. The shell 13 may be formed 
of transparent plastic material. One of the acrylic res 
ins may be conveniently employed for this purpose, 
methylmethacrylate, for example. 
The body 12 may be conveniently constituted by a 

quantity of ?uorescent paint. It has been found that 
the ?uorescent paint distributed by the Sherwin Williams 
Company under the trademark Day-Glo is very satis 
factory for this purpose. It may be noted that, as in 
dicated in Fig. 2, the ?uorescent body 12 substantially 
?lls the cavity of the shell 13 and this cavity extends 
well into the enlarged rounded end portion 13b of the 
shell. Also as indicated in the last-mentioned view, 
the ?uorescent body 12 is of relatively large mass. If 
the body 12 does not till the entire cavity in the shell 13, 
it is important that the body substantially ?ll that part 
of the cavity which extends into the rounded end of 
the shell. 

In the form of my invention illustrated in Figs. 4-6, 
the sight head is of somewhat different form and is 
mounted in a different manner. In the form shown in 
Figs. 4-6 the base block 18 is of the ramp type and 
is secured to the gun barrel by a separable screw 19 
extending through a vertical bore 20 formed in the block. 
The bore 20 is enlarged by a counterbore to provide 
an annular seat 21 for the head of the screw. As 
shown in Fig. 5, the head of the screw 19 is substan 
tially ?ush with the top of the block. The ramp por 
tion at the rear end of the block 18 is indicated at 22, 
and adjacent the top of the last-mentioned portion the 
block 18 is provided with a vertical opening extending 
therethrough and formed by a bore 23. The bore 23 
is enlarged by a counterbore to form a downwardly 
facing annular shoulder 24. The sight bead is received 
in the bore 23 and extends upwardly a distance beyond 
the top of the block 18. The sight bead is constituted 
by a ?uorescent body 25, similar to the ?uorescent body 
12 described above, and a shell 26. The shell 26 is 
formed of the same material as the shell 13, described 
above, and the shell 26 is similar in many respects to 
the shell 13. At its upper end, the shell 26 is rounded, 
as at 27, on an arc of greater length than the are on 
which the shell 13 is rounded. At the other end, the 
shell 26 is provided with a radial ?ange 28 which is 
seated against the shoulder 24 of the block. In this 
form, the rounded end of the shell is not enlarged. It 
will be understood that the body 25, covered by the 
protective shell 26, is inserted with the latter into the 
block 18 through the bottom of the latter, and the ?ange 
28 may be held in place against the annular shoulder 
24 by being sandwiched between the latter and the gun 
barrel. As in the ?rst form, the cavityv in the shell 26 
and the body 25 extend well beyond the base block, 
and the sight bead forms a sharp color contrast with the 
block. ‘The sight bead extends above the ramp portion 
22 in the manner indicated in Fig. 5. In both forms, 
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the shell provides a very effective protective cover for the 
?uorescent body, the shell completely encircling the body 
transversely of the length of the latter and also extend 
ing over the outer or exposed end of the body. 

In accordance with the foregoing disclosure, there is 
provided an improved gun sight of the type having a 
sight head for sharp color contrast with a target and 
which is more readily visible when light conditions are 
poor. The sight incorporates a ?uorescent body pro 
tected by a transparent plastic cover. It will be under 
stood that the transparent cover not only prevents abra~ 
sion or wearing away of the ?uorescent material but 
also tends to protect the body from breakage. Further 
more, the light-conducting characteristics of the material 
from which the cover or shell is formed are highly advan 
tageous in this combination. 

While only two forms of the gun sight have been illus 
trated and described in the drawing, it will be apparent 
that the gun sight is susceptible of various modi?cations 
and changes in the details without departure from the 
principles of the invention and scope of the appended 
claims. 
What I claim is: 
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1. In a gun sight, a base block for mounting on the 25 
front end of a gun barrel and elongated lengthwise of 
the barrel, the block having a raised semi-cylindrical 
part forming with the lower part of the block a longi~ 
tudinal dead-end bore extending through the rear thereof, 
a generally cylindrical shell of elongate form having 
an open forward end, the shell extending into the bore 
in tight-?tting relation for support by the block and the 
shell being formed of light-piping plastic material and 
having an enlarged rounded part, completely closing 
the other end of the shell, extending rearwardly from 
the block and forming a hollow extension of the shell 
completely obscuring the rear end of said semicylindrical 
part and a lower part of the block, the extension abut 
ting the rear of the block, and a body of ?uorescent 
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material in the shell for support and protection by the 
latter and covering at least that portion of the inner 
surface thereof which is provided by the exposed and 
rearward extension of the shell. 

2. In a gun sight, a base block for mounting on the 
front end of a gun barrel and elongated lengthwise of 
the barrel, the block having at the rear thereof a ramp 
portion and having a vertical bore extending therethrough 
in the region of said portion, a generally cylindrical 
shell of elongate form having an open- inner end, the 
shell extending into the bore and having a radial ?ange 
at said end of the shell which seats against an enlarge 
ment of the Ibore to prevent outward dislocation of the 
shell, and the shell being formed of light-piping plastic 
material and having a rounded part, completely closing 
the other end of the shell, extending outwardly from the 
block in said region thereof and forming a hollow exten 
sion of the shell said rounded part being undercut to 
provide substantially a spherical bead projecting upwardly 
from the ramp, and a body of ?uorescent material in 
the shell for support and protection by the latter and 
covering at least that portion of the inner surface thereof 
which is provided by the exposed and upward extension 
of the shell. 
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