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This invention relates generally to name plates or 
equivalent devices, that is, plates that are placed upon 
one’s desk or at some other clearly visible location, for 
the purpose of providing information identifying the 
individual to visitors. 

Ordinarily, a name plate is in the form of a relatively 
elongated block or similar means, on which the individ 
ual’s name would be depicted in one of various ways. 
For example, the individual’s name may be provided 
‘upon a metallic plate secured to a wooden backing block. 

Such a name plate does not have a particularly attrac 
tive apperance, in most instances, being merely a plain 
device usually intended to show no more than the indi 
vidual’s name. In some instances, such a name plate 
may also includes identifying information as to one’s 
rank, title, etc. 
The main object of the present invention is to provide 

a generally improved name plate, which will be charac 
terized by its particularly attractive appearance. Thus, 
the device is designed to draw attention to the same, stim 
ulate conversation, and at the same time provide a holder 
for a photograph or photographs, a display device for at 
tractive pictorial representations, and full identifying 
information as to the individual whose work place is 
provided with the name plate. 

Still another object is to provide a device of the char 
acter stated which, in at least one form thereof, will 
include means not only providing identi?cation of the 
individual, that is, the individual’s name, but also, will 
provide supplementary identifying information, of any 
desired type. Thus, it is proposed, in accordance with 
the invention, in one form, to provide a separate location 
upon the name plate for displaying one’s military rank or 
title, while at another location there may be displayed 
one’s organization, that is, the particular branch of a 
military or civilian establishment in which the individual 
serves. 

Another object is to provide means facilitating inter 
change of the plates on which the various items of identi 
?cation are depicted, so that a single name plate is uni 
versally adapted for use by any of a great number of in 
dividuals, without requiring modi?cation or redesign of 
the basic construction. 

Another object is to provide, in the name plate, means 
for interchanging each identi?cation plate element inde 
pendently of the others of the same name plate. In this 
way, if for example the name plate identi?es one hold 
ing a military rank, the plate element showing said rank 
can be interchanged with others to re?ect promotion. In 
this way, on receipt of a promotion one need not discard 
the entire name plate, but need merely place in it a new 
rank-identifying plate, from among a set of inserts which 
can be furnished with the name plate. 

Another object is to provide, in association with the 
panel on which the individual’s name is displayed, a pic 
torial representation which will not interfere with or de— 
tract from the clear representation of the individual’s 
name. ‘Said pictorial representation may, in a preferred 
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embodiment of the invention, be a depth-in-perspective 
type of display, providing a three-dimensional quality to} 
the pictorial representation. 

Another object is to provide a name plate of the char 
acter stated which, at the back thereof, may be provided 
with removable photograph support means, in such a 
way that the name plate becomes a frame for photo 
graphs, with the photographs being displayed toward the 
rear so as to be in front of the individual, while the in 
dividual’s name is displayed to visitors in the opposite di 
rection, that is, at the front of the name plate. 
Another object is to provide a name plate construc 

tion as described which can be made in a miniature 
form, so as to be usable as a toy. 

Other objects will appear from the following descrip 
tion, the claims appended thereto, and from the an 
nexed drawings, in which like reference characters desig 
nate like parts throughout the several views, and wherein: 

Figure 1 is a [front elevational view of a name plate 
according to the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a rear elevational view thereof; 
Figure 3 is a side elevational view of the device as 

seen from the left of Figure 1; 
Figure 4 is a longitudinal sectional view substantially 

on line 4-4- of Figure 1; 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary elevational view viewing 

the front wall of the device from the inside, showing in 
elevation one of the insert plate holders, portions being 
broken away, the door of the holder being shown in 
full and dotted lines in closed and open positions respec 
tively; 

Figure 6 is a sectional view of the insert holder of 
Figure 5, as seen from line 6—6 of Figure 5; 

Figure 7 is a view of the insert holder as seen from line 
7-—7 of Figure 5; t 

Figure 8 is a fragmentary perspective view showing a 
corner portion of one of the doors and an adjacent portion 
of the frame, illustrating the cooperating detent means of 
the door and frame; 

Figure 9 is an enlarged transverse sectional view on 
line 9—9 of Figure 1, with the scenic display panels in 
stalled; 

Figure 10 is a ‘sectional view on the same scale as 
Figure 9, taken substantially on line 10—10 of Figure 1, 
the scenic display panels being removed together with the 
backing plate, and a photograph being disposed in the 
backing plate grooves; 

Figure 11 is an elevational view, portions being broken 
away, of the superimposed scenic panels per se; 

Figure 12 is a reduced elevational view of one of 
said display panels per se; 

Figure 13 is a view like Figure 12 of another one 
of said display panels; and 

Figure 14 is ‘a view like Figures 12 and 13 of yet 
another one of the scenic display panels. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, the device con 
stituting the present invention has been generally desig 
nated 20 in the several ?gures of the drawings. It in 
cludes a horizontally elongated frame or housing which 
has been similarly designated at 21 in the various ?gures 
of the drawings, and which is so designed as to provide 
a base, together with upstanding front and back Walls. 
In accordance with the invention, the front wall is trans 
parent, ‘above the base, to permit viewing of a plurality 
of superimposed scenic panels, with the individual’s 
name being displayed at this location. Below said front 
wall, in the forward wall of the base, there are, in a 
preferred embodiment, means for displaying the rank 
or business title, and the organizational component in 
which the individual serves or works. In some embodi 
ments, as will presently appear, the last two items of 
identi?cation may possibly be omitted, or perhaps one 
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only of these last mentioned items of identi?cation may 
be incorporated in the name plate. 
At the back of the housing, there are provided doors 

providing access to the interior of the housing, and in 
back of said doors there may be displayed one or more 
photographs, which obviously may be photographs hav 
ing a personal signi?cance to the individual who is using 
the name plate. Various modi?cations of this basic 
arrangement can of course be resorted to, and it will be 
understood that said arrangement is merely typical of 
one of many that can be employed without departure 
from the basic principles of the invention; 

In any event, the housing 21 could be of molded 
plastic, metal, or other material. If of molded plastic, 
it might well be molded in a single piece, rather than in 
a plurality of pieces as shown. It is known to provide 
an integral molded article, of plastic, portions of which 
are transparent and other portions of which are opaque. 
Such a construction lends itself well to the present in 
vention, as will be apparent. 
At this point, it will be noted that hereafter, the 

speci?cation of particular materials will be avoided to 
the maximum extent, since the invention does not reside 
in the exact materials used, but rather, in the form and 
relative arrangement of the several components of the 
device. This remark applies with equal ‘force to the 
matter of dimensions, which will not be speci?ed herein 
in detail, since again, they may be varied according to 
the desires of the manufacturer. 

Housing 21 includes an elongated base ‘22 having a 
?at top surface, a vertical back wall 24, vertical end 
wall 26, and a front wall 28 inclined slightly from the 
vertical so as to be slanted in a manner such that it can 
be conveniently viewed by one approaching the name 
plate, in a standing position. 
Formed in the front wall 28 of the base, at locations 

spaced longitudinally thereof, are rectangular viewing 
openings 30, 32 (Figures 1 and 4). In back of the 
viewing openings there are insert plate holders 34, 36 
respectively. These in some embodiments of the inven 
tion might be molded integrally with the wall 28, as will 
be readily apparent. 
The insert plate holder 34 has been shown to particu 

lar advantage in Figures 5~7 and 9. In a typical ar 
rangement, such as that shown in Figure 1, wherein the 
name plate is in use by one in the military service, the 
holder 34 would be designed to support a plurality of 
insert plates 38, each showing a different rank. Thus, as 
the individual progresses through the various ranks in the 
military service, an appropriate insert plate can be se 
lected from among the full set and moved to the display 
position where it will be seen through the window 3%. 
The holder 34 is closed at its top, bottom and at one 

end, though being open at the other end. Referring to 
Figures 5-7, holder 34 at its open end has a door 35 
swinging upon a pin 37 between the closed and opened 
positions shown in full and dotted lines respectively in 
this ?gure of the drawing. At this end of the holder 
34, the end edge of the holder may be beveled as at 
39 to provide a clearance space facilitating the insertion 
and removal of the plates 38. 

Referring to Figure 9, an important characteristic of 
the holder 34 resides in the fact that at the front thereof, 
it has a front wall 33. This is: set rearwardly from the 
plane of the wall 28 a distance just suf?cient to permit 
the insertion of a single one of the plates 38, this being 
the plate that is seen through the opening 30 (Figure 1). 
In‘ this way, the exposed plate 38 is held against move 
ment within the viewing opening, being positioned up 
against the wall 28 without looseness. Within the main 
portion of the holder 34, that is, in back of the front 
wall 33, of course, the stored plates 38 can be kept in a 
somewhat loose condition. 
The holder 36 is much shallower than the holder 34, 

since it need support only a single plate 40, showing the 
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4 
organization in which the individual works or is serving. 
The door 35 could thus be eliminated in this: form of the 
invention, with the holder 36 being merely open at one 
end and having a ?nger-receiving recess or similar clear 
ance space, to permit one to grip the plate 40 or exert 
pressure thereon su?iciently to move it into and out of the 
plate. 

It may be noted that the door 35 is kept in a normally 
closed position, by means of a latching hook 41 (Figure 
6) the hook end of which engages about a protrusion 
31 formed upon the lower or free end of the door 35. 

Referring to Figure 4, offset inwardly from the end 
walls 26, and extending upwardly from the ?at top sur 
face of the base 22 in vertical planes, are extension end 
walls 42. These at their upper ends are connected to the 
opposite ends of the top wall 43 of the housing, and as 
will be noted, on the inner surfaces of the top wall 
43 and of the walls 42 there are formed ribs, providing 
a back frame 44 that has a continuous, inwardly facing 
groove 45. 

Hingedly connected to the opposite sides of the back 
frame are transparent doors 46 (Figures 2, 9 and 10), 
the outer ends of which are hinged at 48 on the sides 
of the back frame 44. The doors, along their free side 
edges, are in closely spaced relation in the closed posi 
tion of the doors, and adjacent said free edges have 
knobs or pulls 50. The free side edges of the doors bear 
against a stop strip 52 ?xedly connected between the 
top and bottom portions of the back frame medially 
between the opposite sides of the back frame. Referring 
to Figures 2 and 8, each door has at its bottom and top 
edges protrusions or lugs 54 adapted to snap into comple 
mentary recesses or cavities 55 formed in the top and 
bottom portions of the frame. Thus, the doors have 
detent means cooperating with the back frame to nor 
mally hold the doors in closed positions. 

Designated at 56 is a removable backing plate, and 
said plate is adapted to be engaged at its side and top 
edges in the side and top grooves of the back frame 44. 
The bottom edge of the backing plate may be disposed 
in contact with the supporting surface 50 as to prevent 
the backing plate from sliding downwardly out of the 
frame 44. The backing plate 56, adjacent its bottom 
edge, has a projection 57 adapted to snap into a com 
plementary recess formed in the bottom portion of the 
frame 44 (see Figure 8). Thus, when the backing plate 
is being inserted, it is merely moved upwardly within 
the backing frame to the Figure 9 position, and when 
in said position, its lug 57 will snap into the comple 
mentary recess of the backing frame. 

Although the backing plate 56 is of a thickness sub 
stantially equal to the width of the groove, there would 
still be room for photographs 58 (see Figures 2 and 10), 
said photographs being engaged at their edges in the 
groove of the back frame, and being in the space be 
tween the plate 56 and the doors 46, so as to be framed 
in the device as in Figure 2. The user of the name plate 
may thus keep personal photographs within the device, 
which photographs will be displayed on his desk, in posi 
tion to be seen by him in the same manner as framed 
pictures. The name plate thus has the dual function of 
being both a picture frame and identi?cation device or 
name plate. 

In Figure 10, the photograph 58 is shown engaged in 
the groove 45 of the back frame 44, without the back 
plate 56. However, unless the photograph has an in 
herent stiffness or thickness, it would not ordinarily be 
engaged alone in the groove 45, but generally would be 
held in the groove by the backing plate 56, which would 
also be engaged in the groove. 

Projecting forwardly from the lower and top portions 
of the backing plate are elongated lower screws 60, and 
somewhat shorter upper screws 61. The several screws 
are in a rectangular series as shown in Figure 11, and 
support, forwardly of the backing plate 56, a plurality 
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of closely spaced transparent panels 62, each of which 
is of rectangular con?guration as shown in Figures 11, 
12, 13 and 14. The panels are supported in parallel, 
inclined planes that are parallel to the plane of a trans 
parent, inclined front wall 64 of the housing 20, project 
ing upwardly from the top‘ surface of the base 22 and 
offset inwardly from the correspondingly inclined front 
wall 28 of the base. 
The arrangement is one in which each panel 62 has a 

particular portion of a picture painted thereon. For 
example, the plate 62 shown closest to the back plate in 
Figure 9 could be that illustrated in Figure 12, having a 
blue sky with clouds painted thereon. Immediately in 
front of this plate there could be in closely spaced rela 
tion thereto a transparent plate such as shown in Fig 
ure 13. This plate might have an airplane painted there 
on. In front of this plate there would be another plate 
such as shown at 14. This one might have a guided 
missile, as for example, a ground-to-air rocket, headed 
on a collision course with the airplane. Other panels 
may have different segments of the same scenic or pic~ 
torial representations. In this way, one looking at the 
front wall 64 sees in back of it a picture which is in 
actuality almost three-dimensional, that is, the picture 
has a very de?nite impression of depth, as distinguished 
from a conventional, ?at, two-dimensional picture such 
as the photograph 58. 
The forwardmost one of the panels 62 would also be 

transparent but would be clear of all scenic representa 
tions, having instead the names 66 of the individuals. 
This name could be applied to the back surface or to 
the front surface of the panel 62 in any of various ways, 
as for example, by a stencil method, the application of 
adhesive characters, etc. Since all lettering is applied 
to the interior surfaces, the exterior surface of the win 
dow or front wall 64 will create the general impression 
that all lettering and pictorial representations are 
“inlaid,“ with all exterior surfaces being completely de 
void of lettering and pictorial representation. 
Of course, the provision of the picture in back of the 

name 66 does not interfere with immediate observation 
and reading of the name. Further, the name does not 
interfere with the viewing of the depth-in-perspective 
assemblage of pictures provided on the panels 62 in 
back of the forwardmost panel. 
To maintain the panels in the desired spaced relation, 

there could be provided upon screws 60, 61 a plurality 
of spacer sleeves. Between adjacent panels there would 
be narrow spacer sleeves 67, while there could be, at 
least on the lower screw, a long main spacer sleeve 65 
between the plate 56 and the rearmost panel 62. 

It is to be noted, particularly from Figures 4 and 9, 
that when the backing plate 56 is inserted, it cooperates 
with the front wall 28 in de?ning therebetween, within 
the housing, a front compartment. In this compartment 
the insert plate holders 34, 36 are mounted. Further, in 
this compartment the transparent panels 62 would be 
supported. Of course, removal of the backing plate 56 
in a downward direction, viewing the same as in Figure 
9, to shift the same out of the grooves of the back frame 
44, will cause the backing plate, the means projecting 
forwardly therefrom that carries the plates 62, and the 
plates 62, to be removable through the bottom of the 
housing as a unit. In this connection, it is to be further 
noted that the backing plate cooperates with the doors 
46 in de?ning therebetween a rear compartment, within 
which the photograph or photographs previously de 
scribed herein would be mounted. The backing plate 
thus is coactively related both to the front wall and to 
the door means, in de?ning the front and rear com 
partments that are an important characteristic of the 
device. 
Due to the arrangement illustrated and described, the 

name plate comprising the present invention has a de 
cidedly attractive appearance, and a multiplicity of func 
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6 
tions. Not only does it discharge the usual function of 
identifying the individual, but also, it identi?es the in 
dividual by rank or title, and by organization. In some 
instances, the device might be made without the holders 
34, 36. In such cases, there would be merely the identi~ 
?cation by name such as shown at 66. This, however, 
would be merely one variation of the device, and there 
could of‘ course be many other possible variations. 

For example, the device might be made in a miniature 
form, for use by children as a toy. Then again, the de 
vice would not necessarily be adapted for use only in the 
military services, but also could be well adapted for use 
in private industry. The device could be even made 
identically to that shown in Figure 1 when in use by 
industry. 

It is also to be noted that the device could be made 
of various materials, and in addition its particular con 
?guration could be varied, so that it does not have the 
exact shape and appearance illustrated by way of exam 
ple. In every instance, of device has the basic principles 
of the invention, even though individual elements of the 
invention may be left off in various commercial embodi 
ments. 

It is believed apparent that the invention is not neces 
sarily con?ned to the speci?c use or uses thereof described 
above, ‘since it may be utilized for any purpose to which 
it may be suited. Nor is the invention to be necessarily 
limited to the speci?c construction illustrated and de 
scribed, since such construction is only intended to be 
illustrative of the principles of operation and the means 
presently devised to carry out said principles, it being con 
sidered that the invention comprehends any minor change 
in construction that may be permitted within the scope of 
the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A name plate comprising a housing formed open at 

the back and including a front wall having a transparent 
window panel; means for displaying an individual’s name 
through said panel; a backing plate removably mounted 
in and normally closing the open back of the housing; 
means visible through said window panel providing a pic 
torial representation in the front of the housing, com 
prising a plurality of panels some at least of which are 
transparent, each of the last named panels having a por 
tion of a complete picture thereon, the several portions 
when superimposed providing a complete pictorial repre 
sentation, said last named panels being all disposed in 
back of the name-displaying means, said last named panels 
being disposed in closely spaced relation, in parallel planes, 
said planes of the last named panels being parallel to the 
plane of said window panel; and a plurality of support 
elements projecting forwardly from the backing plate, 
the last named panels being provided with corner open 
ings receiving said elements to support the last named 
panels upon and in front of the backing plate. 

2. A name plate comprising a housing formed open at 
the back and including a front wall having a transparent 
window panel; means for displaying an individual’s name 
through said panel; a backing plate removably mounted 
in and normally closing the open back of the housing; 
means visible through said window panel providing a pic 
torial representation in the front of the housing, com 
prising a plurality of panels some at least of which are 
transparent, each of the last named panels having a por 
tion of a complete picture thereon, the several portions 
when superimposed providing a complete pictorial repre 
sentation, said last named panels being all disposed in 
back of the name-displaying means, said last named panels 
being disposed in closely spaced relation, in parallel 
planes, said planes of the last named panels being paral 
lel to the plane of said window panel; a plurality of sup 
port elements projecting forwardly from the backing plate, 
the last named panels being provided with corner open 
ings receiving said elements to support the last named 
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panels upon and in front of the backing plate; and spacer 2,565,553 
means carried by said elements to maintain the last named 2,577,320 
panels in spaced relati6n. 
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