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This invention relates to a folding table structure which 
can ‘be folded into ?at compact form, for storage or when 
otherwise not in use, and which can be unfolded or 
erected with ease and facility. 
The object of the invention is to provide a folding table 

structure of highutility and one which embodies a mini 
mum number of relatively movable parts. In accordance 
with the invention the table frame is preferably of metal, 
and conveniently metal tubing, so constructed and ar 
‘ranged that the side portions thereof are pivotally mov 
able with respect to a relatively ?xed portion. The table 
‘of this invention is arranged and designed so that it may 
'be ‘put to ‘many uses'such, for example, as a table for 
supporting foodstuffs, when one is, for example, view 
ing television; as a support for a reading lamp, as an end 
:table, as a Wriitng table, as a bedstand; it is particularly 
adaptable for use out of ‘doors on a lawn, porch or patio. 
The table top is preferably a separate unit and is pref 

erably made of glass, plastic or metal and may ‘be used 
as a tray. The top is so constructed and provided with 
.a rim or molding so that a plurality of table tops may be 
"conveniently stacked. 

In accordance with the invention the structure of the 
table is such that it is relatively of open‘construction in 
that there are no interfering supports or legs at two of 
the corners. With this construction the table may be 
‘pulled up very close to a chair so that the table top over 
lies a portion of the chair and the legs of the occupant. 
This makes the table particularly convenient as a writing 
table or for supporting food snacks. The tables may be 
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s‘uch‘that it ?ts into‘the decoration of'a household whet/her H 
‘the‘same'be modern or period. 

The-invention is disclosed in the accompanying draw 
ings: 

vFig. '1 is a perspective view of an erected table illus 
‘trating‘the few parts thereof, the‘top not'bein'g shown. 

‘Fig. 2. is an ‘elevational view'ofa corner looking ‘in the 
direction of the arrow 2 of Fig. 1. 
‘ ‘Fig. 3‘is a view of another corner looking ‘in the di 
rection of the arrow 3'0f‘Fig. *1. V 
"Fig. 4 is a detailed view illustrating a‘hinge'struct-ure. 
Fig; 5 is across sectional view taken‘on‘line5—5'of 

'Fi'g. l'illustrating a support‘structure. ‘ 
Fig. ‘6 is a view similar to Fig. 5 illustrating the folded 

position ofa supporting strut member. 
'Fig. 7 is a perspective view‘ of ‘the table frame‘ in folded 

condition. ' 

Fig. ‘8 is a perspective ‘view of the ‘table illustrating 
one manner of use and showingthe table top applied 
thereto. ' 
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2 
'Fig. 12 is a view similar to Fig. 1 illustrating addi 

tional supports. 
Fig. 13 is a perspective view of a modi?ed form of 

table. 
Fig. 14 is a view illustrating part of the frame struc 

ture of the form shown in Fig. 13. 
Fig. 15 is a sectional view taken on line 15—15 of Fig. 

14. 
Fig. 16 is a detailed view in section taken on line 

16-16 of Fig. 13. _ , v _ v 

The table structure shown in Fig. 1 comprises basically 
three elements. One element may be termed the rela 
tively ?xed element and it is formed of a single length of 
material, preferably metal tube. It has a leg 1 and a leg 
2 which stand vertically when the table is erected. This 
member is generally of inverted U shape having a bight 
portion or cross piece 4 connected to the legs 1 and 2 
by Ibends 5 and 6. The lower ends of the legs '1 and .2 
which are to engage the ?oor or other support are pref 
erably fashioned to extend outwardly at an angle as in 
dicated at 8 and 9. 
The other two members of the structure are similar to 

each other. One member is formed of a single length 
of material, preferably metal tubing, and is generally of 
U shape having a lower arm 11 positioned horizontally 
when the table is erected for resting upon the floor, and an 
upper arm 12. The arm 11 is preferably longer than the 
arm 12 to lend stability. The arms 11 and 12 are con 
‘nected to a cross piece or bightportion 14 by bends 15 
and 16. The ‘bends 15 and 16 are preferably through 
90° or close thereto, so that when erected, the bight por 
tion 14 is vertical and the arms 11 and '12 are horizontal. 
Similarly the bends 5 and 6 are through substantially 
90°. The opposite side member, as stated above, is of 
similar construction or even identical, and so the same 
reference characters are applied to like parts with the ad 
dition of the letter a to each-reference character. 
The veritcal legs 1 and 2 are hinged respectively to 

the portions 14 and 14a of the side elements. As shown 
in Fig. 4 the hinges may be of simple‘construction. One 
member thereof, as shown at 21, is of angular form and 
is secured to the part 14 while the other element .22 is 
secured to the member 1. Their projecting parts 24and 
25 overlap and are pivotally connected as by means of 
a rivet or hinge pin 23. . 
The position of the ‘hinge pin ‘23 is such that when in 

folded position, as shown in Fig. 3, the arm 12 lies sub 
stantially ?ush against the cross piece 4, the arm 11 in 
alignment therewith and the vertical bight 14 in close 
‘proximity to the vertical leg 1, as shown in Fig. 3. The 
hinges ‘between the parts 2 and 14:: are essentially ‘the 
same except that the projecting parts 24a and 251; are 
longer, thus positioning theppivot pin 23 at a distance 
from the vertical'leg 2 (Fig. 2)., Thus in open'position, 
as shown in Fig. 2, the arm 14a lies substantially against 

. the leg'2, while inlfolded position the arm 12a is ‘spaced 
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Fig. 9 is a sectional View taken'on ‘line 9&9 of Fig. I 

8 illustrating the edging'or molding for the top. 
Fig. 10 is a plan view’of the'table top. 
'Fig. 11 is a sectional view similar to Fig.9 illustrating 

how a p'luralityof table tops'may be stacked one upon'an~ 
other. ' ' ' . ' . 

70 

from the cross piece 4. This spacing is such as to'ac 
commodate the arm .12 so that the entire structure folds 
flat as shown in Fig. 7. _ 
To hold the side elements spaced apart and the table 

frame‘erecte'd a simple sing'le'stmt 36 is provided. This 
may be a ‘tube which may be inserted in apertures 31 and 
32'of'thearms 12 and 12a (Fig. 5) and this may be5ac 
complished by slightly springing the arms apart .s‘o'that 
when released'the strut 30 is under compression. ‘One 
arm, such as the arm 12a, may ‘have apertures 33 and 
34 and the strut may have an enlarged portion 35. ' To 
fold the frame the strut is removed by 'flexing the arms 
12 and ‘12a apart and then the strut may ‘simply be 
dropped through'the apertures '33 and 34"so\that5it~hangs 
freely within ‘the boundary of'the frame asindicat'ediin' 
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Figs. 6 and 7, as portion 35 cannot pass through holes 
33 and 34. 

The table structure may be employed for holding rela 
tively heavy objects such as a table'model radio-or a 
table model television receiving set with or without the 
use of table top. It may also be used to support any 
one or more of other objects, such as plants, decorative 
objects, books or the like. To lend additional strength 

' to the structure when it is to be so used, supporting struts 
65 (Fig. 12) may be employed to support the arms 12 
and 12a. For this purpose, the lower arms 11a are pro 
vided ‘with apertures 66 through the upper-wall thereof 
and the upper arms 12 and 12a are provided with similar 
apertures 57 in their lower wall. The strut members 65 
may be positioned by slightly ?exing the upper and lower 
arms apart and inserting the ends of the strut members 
through the apertures as and 67. These strut mem 
bers may be and preferably are of metal tubing. The 
strut members obviously may be employed at the option 
of the user at any time and for any purpose. 
The table top is preferably a planar body of material 

such as glass, plastic or metal as shown at 40. As indi 
cated in Fig. 9 the top may be of safety glass which com 
prises two glass sheets with an intervening layer of bond 
ing plastic. The top is preferably of rectangular form 
such as to nicely ?t upon the supporting frame and it has 
an edging or molding preferably of suitable plastic or 
metal material. This molding, as shown in Fig. 9, is of 
general U shape having spaced parts 41 and 42 for re 
ceiving the edge of the panel, a depending ?ange 43, and 
an upstanding ?ange 44. When the top is in place upon 
the frame the ?ange 43 embraces the side of the frame 
member 4, sides of the arms 12 and 12a, as well also 
as the ends of the legs 12 and 12a, thus holding the top 
in position. A plurality of tops may be stacked as shown 
in Fig. 11. The ?ange 44 lends some depth to the sur 
face of the table top and being positioned inwardly from 
the extreme edge of the molding locates the ?ange 43 
of the next above table top when in stacked relation. The 
top is also a tray, and snacks can be placed thereon and 
carried to a table for receiving the tray. 

Preferably means for gripping the tops is provided by 
the simple expedient of discontinuing or interrupting the 
molding at opposite sides or ends as indicated at 45 
thus leaving the exposed edges of the glass or plastic 
panel. Accordingly, the exposed edge can be gripped 
with the thumb and ?ngers with facility or lifted from or 
placed upon the frame. Also when the tops are stacked 
as shown in Fig. 11 one or more may be lifted from the 
stack by inserting the ?ngers in the space at the discon 
tinuance of the ?ange 43. 
One of the many uses is illustrated in Fig. 8, where it 

will be seen that the table can be drawn up close to a 
chair, which is indicated at 50, with the table top over 
lapping the seat portion of the chair and also overlap 
ping the legs of an occupant of a chair. This is because 
there are no legs on the frame at two of the corners 
which may be visualized as the two corners opposite the 
corners provided by the vertical frame elements 1-—14 
and 2—14a. The arms 11 and 11a may be positioned 
to project under the chair. In fact, the table top is sup 
ported cantilever fashion by the arms 12 and 12a, and 
the vertical part or supporting legs of the table lies sub 
stantially in a single plane extending downwardly from 
one edge of the table top. As stated above, the arms 11 
and 11a which engage the floor, or other support, are 
preferably longer than the arms 12 and 12a to add to the 
stability. The angular ?oor engaging parts 8 and 9 ex 
tend from the said single plane in a direction opposite 
the extent of the arms ll and He thus providing sta 
bility to keep the table from tipping in a direction which 
would be away from the chair as Fig. 8 is viewed. 

It will be apparent how convenient such a table is for 
various purposes, such as holding food snacks or the like, 
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4 
or for writing. Considering that the front of the table 
is near the chair as shown in Fig. 8, and that the back 
of the table is in the plane of the vertical supporting ele 
ments, it will be appreciated how two tables may be 
placed back to back. Several groups of pairs of tables, 
each pair being placed back to back, may be located side 
by side to increase the overall dimensions of the tops for 
playing games or the like. The table may be brought 
into close proximity or into overlapping proximity to 
other articles of furniture, such as a bed or a davenport 
where the table is used for such purposes. 
A modi?ed form is shown in Fig. 13. This is a small 

table which may be used, for example, by a child or may 
be used as a support for food or the like for a person 
con?ned to a bed. The frame is made of two generally 
U-shaped members. One has an arm 51 and an arm 52 
connected by a bight portion 53. The other member has 
an arm 51a and an arm 52a connected by a bight por 
tion 53a. The structure, as shown in Fig. 13, is not col 
lapsible and the two frame members may be permanently 
connected by cross elements 55 and 56. The cross ele 
ments may be of tubular form received in apertures 57 
of the arms 52 and 52a (Fig. 15), and secured by a screw 
58 or the like. To further lend stability to the struc 
ture, angular struts 60 may be connected, one to each 
bight portion 53, at 61 as by means of welding or the 
like. These struts may be of sheet metal preferably of 
arcuate form in cross section, as shown in Fig. 15, and 
each provided with a formed foot 62. The same table top 
may be used with this supporting structure and it is in 
dicated in dotted lines in both Figs. 12 and 14. 

In the claims appended hereto terms are used in de 
scribing the elements such as, horizontal or horizontally, 
vertical and vertically, upper and lower. These are used 
as words of description to make clear the elements re 
ferred to and are not to be construed as words of limita 
tion. 
We claim: 
1. A folding table structure adapted to receive and 

hold a table top comprising, a main frame member hav 
ing two substantially vertical leg portions and a connect 
ing cross portion at the top thereof, two side, members, 
each side member having a lower arm for resting hori 
zontally on a floor, an upper arm substantially parallel 
to the lower arm and substantially in the plane of the 
cross portion of the main frame member, the arms of 
each side member being connected by vertically extend 
ing portions, said vertically extending portions being dis 
posed respectively in close proximity to ‘and parallel to 
the two legs of the main frame member, means pivotally 
connecting said vertical portions of the side members 
respectively to the two legs of the main frame member, 
and struts adapted to be detachably interposed between 
the upper arm and the lower arm of each side member 
adjacent the outer ends of the ‘arms to support the upper 
arms. 

2. A folding table structure adapted to receive a table 
top comprising, a main frame member comprised of a 
single length of material of inverted U shape with the 
legs of the U constituting legs of the table and with the 
bight portion of the U constituting a cross member, two 
side members each comprised of a length of material of 
U shape positioned horizontally so that one arm of each 
is a ?oor engaging member, the other arm of each is a 
top member, the bight portion of each side member being 
positioned adjacent and parallel to one of the legs of the 
frame member, and means pivotally connecting the re 
spective legs of the frame member to respective bight 
portions of the side members so that the side members 
may be folded into overlapping relationship with respect 
to each other and to the main frame member and may 
be unfolded to a position so that the arms thereof extend 
laterally from the main frame member, and struts 
adapted to be detachably positioned to extend between 
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the upper and lower arms of each side member near the 
ends of the arms to support the upper arms. 

3. A table structure comprising, two side members 
each of a single length of elongated tubing and each of 
U shape, each member being positioned horizontally so 
that the lower arm is adapted to rest upon a ?oor or the 
like, and the upper arm is adapted to support an object 
thereon, said members being spaced apart with their 
bight portions extending upwardly, means connecting the 
two side members, each upper am having an aperture 
in the under side of its wall near its free end, each lower 
arm having an aperture in the upper side of its wall near 
its free end, and a strut for each side member adapted 
to have its end portions positioned in the apertures of 
the upper and lower arms of each side member to sup 
port the upper arms. 

4. A folding support base adapted to receive and sup 
port a table top comprisnig a main support frame of 
inverted U-shape having a pair of upright legs connected 
at their upper ends by a substantially straight cross 
member, a pair of secondary U-shaped frames each hav 
ing a pair of generally straight legs connected by a gen 
erally straight cross member, the cross members of the 
secondary frames extending generally vertically along 
side the upright legs of the main frame and pivotally 
connected thereto, the legs of each secondary frame 
being disposed one above the other and generally per 
pendicular to the cross member of the secondary frame, 
the upper legs of the secondary frames and the cross 
member of the main frame lying in a common horizontal 
plane, the lower legs of the secondary frames and the 
lower ends of the upright legs of the main frame also 
lying in a common horizontal plane and adapted to rest 
upon a supporting ?oor whereby when the secondary 
frames are pivoted into parallel planes perpendicular to 
the plane of the main frame, a table top may be solidly 
supported on the upper legs of the secondary frames 
and the cross member of the main frame and the load 
imposed upon said table top is supported in part by the 
secondary frames and in part by the ?oor engaging lower 
ends of the upright legs of the main frame and the cross 
member of the main frame. 
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5. A folding support base as called for in claim 4 

including hinge members pivotally connecting each sec 
ondary frame with one upright leg of the main frame, 
the pintles of the hinge members for one of the second 
ary frames being spaced from the axis of the upright leg 
on which they are mounted such that said one frame is 
adapted to be folded ?at against one face of the main 
frame and the pintles of the hinges on the other second 
ary frame being spaced more remotely from the axis of 
the upright leg to which they are connected to permit 
the last mentioned frame to be folded ?at against the 
face of the other folded secondary frame whereby to 
provide a compact folded structure. 

6. A folding support base as called for in claim 5 
wherein the lower ends of the upright legs of the main 
frame are curved outwardly in a direction opposite to 
the direction in which the lower legs of the secondary 
frames extend in the operative position of said support 
base. 
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