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This invention relates to package carriers, and more 
particularly to an inexpensive integral one-piece paper 
pulp molded carrier for a plurality of containers having 
upwardly extending necks. 

Prior to the instant invention, it has been found de— 
sirable to provide carriers for bottles or cans ofrsoft 
drinks and similar liquids. This has been done in order 
to enable a purchaser to easily carry a number of such 
bottles or cans with him with a minimum of danger of 
breakage of the bottle or can by it being inadvertently 
dropped. The prior art carriers have often taken the form 
of a folded chip board device which is usually secured 
together by an adhesive and/or staples. Such devices 
required die cutting, folding, gluing, or stapling opera 
tions, all of which are inherently expensive. Attempts 
of the prior art to to make the carrier less expensive by 
avoiding or eliminating some the above-noted operations 
have resulted only in relatively weak carriers which some 
times either tore while being carried or else permitted 
a bottle to topple out of them, and thus to become broken. 

It is further to be noted that the cans or bottles which 
customarily have been used for the packaging of soft 
drinks and the like have either glued, printed or litho 
graphed thereon a display denoting the company which 
manufactured the drink or else, and sometimes in addition, 
the type of drink contained in the bottle or can. Prior 
art carriers, however, have generally been formed in a. 
widely used type, with bottle receiving pockets which 
conceal to a large measure the advertisement of the side 
of the bottle or can. In order to overcome this disad 
vantage, such prior art bottle carriers have been printed 
with the company name, etc. so that the cost was in~ 
creased for this reason also. 

Other types of bottle and can carriers have been known 
which support the bottles or cans from the neck thereof, 
but these known carriers have not provided any structure 
which would separate the bottles and cans and prevent 
them from hitting against each other. Thus, these prior 
art carriers have not only been expensive but have also 
the additional objectional feature of not being protective 
of the bottle or can being carried. 

It is to be further noted that the prior art bottle carriers 
have generally been manufactured only in such size as 
to carry six bottles, generally two rows of three bottles 
each. The handle extended from between the two rows, 
so that the package balanced. However, the prior art has 
generally failed to provide a carrier for only three bottles; 
this is of particular importance in view of the fact that 
the larger sizes of soft drink bottles are often sold in a 
price grouping of three units for a particular amount. 

It is to be further noted that prior art bottle carriers 
have usually been put into operation at the bottling plant 
where the beverage bottle is ?lled with liquid. However, 
it is desirable to have the empty beverage bottle shipped 
from the bottle manufacturer to the bottling plant already 
encased in the carrier in which it will be sold to the retail 
customer. My new bottle carrier is constructed in novel 
fashion so that it can meet the empty beverage bottle 
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atv the bottle manufacturing plant and help to protect it 
during shipment to the bottling plant. Furthermore, my 
new bottle carrier is so constructed that the bottle can 
be ?lled without removing it from the carrier. My new 
carrier holds a single line of beverage bottles and 00 
operates in novel manner with most ?lling machines in 
operation today as these ?lling machines generally operate 
on a single line of bottles, whereas, most prior art carriers 
could not pass through a bottling machine designed for 
single line operation. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
carrier for a single row of beverage bottles. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a bottle or can carrier which can be manufactured 
on easily fabricated dies by conventional molded pulp 
technique. 

Another object of the present invention is the provision 
of a bottle carrier which can be manufactured at a very 
low unit cost. , 

Yet another object of the present invention is to pro‘ 
vide a bottle carrier in which the bottles can be inserted 
with a minimum of time and effort. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a bottle carrier in which the bottles are protected from 
bumping against one another or from bumping against 
bottles in adjacent carriers during handling or during 
shipment. 
Yet another object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a bottle or can carrier which may be handled and 
carried easily. 

Still another object of the present invention is the 
provision of a bottle carrier which requires. no assembly 
operation at the point of use, and which may be readily 
nested for shipment from the point of manufacture to 
the bottling works or wherever the bottles will be inserted 
into the carrier. 
A still further object of the present invention is the 

provision of a bottle or can carrier in which the label of 
the bottle or can is visible when the bottles or cans are 
positioned in the carrier. 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide 
a carrier for a ‘single row of beverage bottles which carrier 
can meet the bottles at the bottle manufacturing plant 
and protect them during shipment to the point of ?lling 
with a beverage. 

It is a (further object of this invention to provide a 
single row carrier for beverage‘ bottles so that the bottles 
can be sent through a single row ?lling machine without 
any'or without extensive modi?cation of the ?lling ma 
chine and without removing the empty bottles from the 
bottle carrier prior to ?lling. 

Other objects and the nature and advantages of the 
instant invention will be apparent from the following 
description taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a carrier in accordance 
with the present invention, with three bottles positioned 
therein; ' 

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the carrier of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a rear elevation of the carrier of Fig. 1 with 

the section thereof in extended position; 
Fig. 4 is a side view showing how two of the carriers 

of the present invention can be used to carry six bottles; 
Fig. 5 is a side view showing how the carrier of the 

present invention can be used to protect the bottles dur 
ing shipment; 

Fig. 6 is a side view of a plurality of carriers in ac 
cordance with the present invention in nested position; 

Fig. 7 is a sectional view taken on line 7———7 of Fig. 6; 
Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view on the line 8-8 of Fig. 

2.; and 
Fig. 9 is a cross-section on the line 9-9 of Fig. 2. 
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Referring now to the drawings, wherein like reference 
numerals are used to designate like or corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, there is shown in Fig. 1 a 
carrier 10~for necked bottles or cans having; a handle 
section 11 with ?nger holes 12 and '13 therein. Adjacent 
handle 11 and denoted therefrom by a fold line 14 is a 
?rst neck engaging section 15 having neck receiving open 
ings 16, 17 and 18. Adjacent to neck engaging section 
15, and separated therefrom by a fold line 19 is a second 
neck engaging section 21 having corresponding neck re 
ceiving openings 22, 23 and 24 (Fig. 3). Adjacent the 
neck engaging section 21 and separated therefrom by a 
fold line 26 is a body section 27. Body section 27 has 
a generally planar base 28 which has a ?oor 29 ex 
tending at generally right angles thereto. A plurality of 
separator members 31, 32, 33 and 34 are molded in 
tegrally with the base 28 of body section 27, and extend 
generally perpendicularly thereto, as well as‘ perpendicu 
larly to the bottle-supporting ?oor 29. As may be seen 
from Figs. 1, 2 and 3, the separator members 31, 32, 33 
and 34 have cylindrical walls which merge generally into 
the plane of the base 28. 

It will be readily understood by those skilled in the 
art that the bottle carrier 10 of the present invention is 
readily and inexpensively molded on an open-faced die 
by conventional molded pulp technique, and when molded 
has the appearance shown in Fig. 3. For shipping pur 
poses, such as from the point of manufacture to a bottling 
plant, the carriers 10 are nested to reduce their bulk. 
Fig. 6 illustrates a stack of nested carriers 10 as they 
would appear ready for shipment to a bottling plant. 

At‘the bottling plant, the carriers 10 are folded on the 
fold lines 14, 19 and 26 so as to have, generally, the shape 
shown in Fig. l. The bottles or cans are then inserted 
into the carrier 10 so that the package has the appearance 
shown in Fig. 1. For shipment from the bottling plant, 
a plurality of the carriers 10, with their bottles or cans 
inserted therein, are placed in the relationship shown in 
Fig. 5. As will be noted, each of the bottles is protected 
from engaging any of the other bottles by a layer of mold 
ed pulp, the base 28, this constituting a cushioning wall. 
At the retail outlet, the purchaser may carry either 

one or two of the carriers 10 with its bottles with great 
facility, Fig. 4 illustrating how readily two of the’ carriers 
may be handled. It is to be noted in this view that the 
bottles are protected from bumping against each other, 
that the bottle labels are not concealed by the carrier 
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(similarly with Fig. l) and that the neck engaging sections 
15 and 21 tend to open up due to the Weight of the 
bottles supported by the floor 29. This results in a clamp 
ing action by the neck engaging sections 15 and 21 so 
that the necks of the bottles or cans are securely held 
and the bottles or cans are prevented from slipping out 
of the carriers 10. . I 

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art that various 
changes may be made without departing from the spirit 
of the invention and therefore the invention is not limited 
to what is shown in the drawings and described in the 
speci?cation but only as indicated in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An integral one piece molded pulp carrier having 

a plurality ‘of necked bottles therein and comprising a 
body section adapted when in use to be generally verti 
cally extending and having an upper margin, a handle 
section'upwardly of said body section, said handle section 
having a lower margin, a pair of neck engaging sections 
integrally connected along a generally horizontal ‘fold 
line,_'one of said neck engaging sections being integrally 
joined to the lower margin of said handle section along a 
second fold line and the other of said neck engaging 
sections being integrally joined to the upper margin of 
said body section along a third fold line, said neck en 
gaging sections constituting the sole connection between 
said handle section and said body section and extending 
and converging outwardly of the plane. of said' body 
section and handle section and having spaced and aligned 
holes therein, the necked bottles having the necks thereof 
extending through said holes, whereby when said handle 
section‘ is lifted, the angle between said neck engaging 
sections will increase .to thereby clamp the necks of the 
bottles. 

2. The carrier of claim 1, said body section comprising 
a floor extending outwardly of the plane thereof and 
underlying said neck engaging sections to support and 
cushion the bottles in said carrier. 
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