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This invention ‘relates to the‘artfof devic'es'for sup 
porting in upright position a bole, as for instance a Christ 
mas tree, and is aniiriproveiiiént upon'the form of ,device 
shownzin'my co-pendingapplicatioir ‘Serial No.“ 3283129, 
file’d December-29, ‘1952, now fratém ‘No. 2,786,641, 

' A's n’oted‘in the above co-pendin'g' 'application,' the pres 
entl’day sil'pports for Ghristmastre'es v‘are rather'conipli 
cated in both structure 'and'manner'of" operation and not 
altogether 's'atisfactoryw' ' _ _ 

_As inthe above co-pendiiig application, so here ‘also 
the ‘supporting means for the bole ‘includes a pin orthe 
likeith‘at is‘ insertedinto‘itslower end; and in the present 
case his i'ny' object vto'devise such'a-‘supportirig ‘means 
with a inni't'r'e'rsal' means of connection ‘between ' the’ lower 
end of the pin or the like and the base upon which it is 
supported so as to be able to compensate for any mis 
alignment of the pin or the like with respect to the lon 
gitudinal axis of the bole. 
More speci?cally, one object of my present invention 

is to provide a swivel connection between the lower end 
of the pin or the like and the base, together with means 
for securing the same in adjusted position so as to be able 
to obtain truly vertical position for the bole in any given 
case. 

Another object is to provide such a device with means 
aifording extended supporting engagement with the bot 
tom of the bole so as to permit the use of a pin or the 
like of comparatively small diameter. 
A more speci?c object is to devise such a supporting 

means in which the pin or the like is in the form of a 
screw which may be inserted by the user into the lower 
end of the bole and which has its lower end provided 
with a ball that is adapted for adjustable engagement 
within a socket upon the base of the device. 

Other objects will appear from the following descrip 
tion and claim when considered together with the accom 
panying drawing. 

Fig. 1 is a side view of my present form of device, 
partly in section; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the same; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail view taken on line 3-—3 of 

Fig. 2; and 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the three-ridge plate 

upon which the bottom end of the hole is adapted to 
rest. 

Referring to the accompanying drawing in detail, it 
will be seen that I have here adopted the same form of 
folding leg structure as in my above-noted co-pending 
application and reference may be had to said applica 
tion for a fuller understanding of this particular leg 
structure, it being understood that my present improve 
ment is not restricted to the use of this particular leg 
structure. 
Upon the underside of the base 1 there is rigidly af 

?xed the leg 2; and the legs 3 and 4 are pivoted to the 
base 1 at the points 5 and 6, respectively, and have aper— 
tures adapted for releasable frictional engagement with 
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‘theiknobs 7 andh8,irerspectively, upon the vunderside of 
thelbase 1, so as to hold these two‘ legs in position. _ _ 
When in use, the legs 2', 3‘ and {extend in a triangu 

‘larinclinte'dmanner and the apertures in the legs _3 and 
'4 'will'eng'age ‘the knobs 7 and 8, respectively. “When 
not in use, the legs '3 and4 may be released and turned 
so as to occupy ‘substantially parallel arrangement, as in 
dicated’by dotted linesin Fig. 2 of the present drawing. 

gilt vis to‘b'e'noted that the base 1 is supported by the 
"inclined legs ‘in an elevated position above ther?oor and 
this clearance is utilized in a manner to be'hereinafter 
'e‘xpl'airied. , . _ , n _ . ., . , 

The’bas‘e'ilihas ‘a centrallyzlccated upwardly extending 
socket portiont9 which has an inwardly projecting shoul 
5der '9}: Fat the ‘ripper ‘end‘th'ereof and which'has "a'jscrew 
'tHri‘eFacledopening at theflower :end’thereof, accessible 
'thibiigh‘ a registering "aperture ‘in the, base '1. ‘ Within 
‘thisi‘ysbcketi' there is the balllltl'on the lower-end of the 

wurrierri‘b'erfll? whichvisfadapted for irisertion‘intothe 
latter end or they_bole,'la_s for, instance a‘Christnias ‘tree, 
illustrated 'by reference ‘letter ‘B. This,sc're"w,'_c_)f\~ suit 
able "size, may» be inserted “by the user into the ‘bottom 

the V_ hole :and ‘maybe I adjusted ‘' angularly vWithin 
took‘ *9 ‘so as?‘t'o ‘ensure truly vertical position ‘for 
bole, nd'thefscrewniembe'r 11‘, may then, be secured 

' ( ion'by rneans'of'the ‘screw 'plug'12. Thatis, 
.. CFWPgeIZ‘inKJY' be 100s’ ‘ed "was to'rierinit'anéu 

‘rtr' ‘adjustment of ‘ith'e‘scr'ew member 11 ‘’to the proper 
position and then tightened so as to effect engagement 
of the ball 10 against the shoulder 9a for holding the 
screw member 11 in such position. 
The shank of the screw 11 extends through the center 

of and has ai?xed thereto the bottom of a well 13 for 
containing water for the bole supported therein. The 
bottom of the well 13 has provided within and at the 
center of the same the apertured spherical projection 14 
upon which is adapted to engage the lower surface of the 
three-ridge resilient bearing plate 15 which is formed up 
wardly in such manner as to provide three substantially 
equi-spaced ridges 15a, 15b and 15c for engagement with 
the bottom end of the Christmas tree or other bole B. 
This cupped plate 15 may be of greater diameter than 
that of the bottom end of the bole or at least of su?icient 
diameter to provide an increased bearing surface engage 
ment therefor instead of relying entirely upon the com 
paratively small diameter of the screw 11. The edge of 
the plate 15 will be rounded at the ends of the ribs or 
ridges 15a, 15b and 150 so as not to dig into the end of 
the bole in case the diameter of the plate 15 is less than 
that of the bottom end of the hole B. Thus, with this 
arrangement, I am enabled to employ a screw 11 of less 
diameter than would otherwise be possible and, in this 
way, the insertion of the screw by the user into the bole 
is greatly facilitated. 
With the parts in position, as indicated in the present 

drawing, the bole may be turned downwardly about the 
screw 11 until its bottom end ?rmly engages the resilient 
plate 15; and, in this way, there may be e?iected secure 
resilient engagement between the bottom of the bole B 
and the plate 15 which, in turn, is forced against the up 
wardly extending projection 14 in the well 13. Thus 
the bole is ?rmly engaged upon the screw member 11; 
and the effective engagement, as just described, is pos— 
sible even though the bottom end of the bole might not be 
altogether smooth or regular. 
Now, in case the screw 11 might not have been inserted 

into the bole along or parallel to its longitudinal axis or 
if, for any reason, it may be desired to change the angle 
of the bole so as to obtain the best possible upright po 
sition for the same, having regard for any irregularities 
in the shape of the bole and the form of its bottom end, 
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this may be accomplished by adjustment of the ball 10 
in its socket, as described; and I have provided the out 
wardly extending lever arms 16 upon the screw plug 12 
so as to render rthe same more accessible. Then, with 
the plug 12 in loosened condition, the screw 11 may be 
angularly adjusted to the desired position and then se 
cured in such position by turning the arm 16 so as to 
tighten'the screw plug 12 against the ball‘10 which in 
turn is forced against the shoulder 9a of the socket por 
tion 9. Also, withthe screw plug 12 loosened, the tree 
on the screw 11 may be turned to the position that will 
show the same to its best possible advantage, that is 
without disturbing the engagement of the bottom end of 
the tree with the three-ridge plate 15, and then the screw 
plug 12 may then be tightened. It is to be noted that the 
inclined arrangement of the legs 2, 3 and 4 provides sut 
?cient clearance between the base and the ?oor ‘or other 
supporting surface for the arms 16 by which to turn the 
screw plug 12. 

It is to be understood that the form and size of the 
projection 11, which is here shown as a screw of com 
paratively small size, might be varied and there might 
be various other modi?cations of the present device With 
out departing from the spirit of my invention as herein 
set forth and claimed, the present form of disclosure 
being merely for the purpose of illustration. 
What I claim is: ' 
A holder for a bole, comprising a base having a cen 

tral opening therethrough and having spaced elevating 
legs adapted to rest upon the ?oor, a socket member af 
?xed to and extending upwardly from said base and being 
located over said central opening so as to be open 
through said base, an upward projection adapted for sup 
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porting engagement with the lower end of a hole, said 
upward’projec'tion having its lower end provided with a 
ball within saidsocket member for cooperation there 
with, rotatable means extending upwardly through the 
opening in said base and into said socket member for 
effecting securing engagement of said ball within said 
socket member so as to constitute a means for varying 
the angle of said projection with respect to said base, 
said upward projection being provided co-axially there 
about at a point above said socket with an upwardly ex 
posed spherical surface portion and a co-axially upturned 
plate, with an upper concave surface, in centering en 
gagement upon said spherical surface, said plate being 
of a diameter substantially greater than that of said up 
ward projection and being adapted for engagement be— 
tween the lower end of the ‘hole and said spherical surface 
upon engagement of said upward projection within the 
bole. 
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