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The present invention relates to dispensing apparatus, 
and more particularly to apparatus for dispensing pills 
and the like. ' i v 

Still more particularly, the present invention relates 
to inconspicuous dispensing of pills for such persons as 
diabetics who are frequently required to consume pills 
while they are in public places. Heretofore, many per 
sons found it most disagreeable to their social tastes 
and etiquette to take or otherwise consume pills while 
in public or Semi-private places since they were forced to 
expose either a bottle of such pills or other container 
thereof such as pillboxes, etc. 
By the present invention, however, there is provided 

a pill-dispensing device which has the general shape and 
appearance of a pocket fountain pen and which fully 
dísguises its pill-dispensing character and thns obviates 
such disagreeable situations as those described above. 
In addition, by the principles of the present invention 
there may be provided-a pill dispenser which is e?ective 
to eject or dispense pills singularly, or one at a time. 
By the _use of a pill dispenser embodying the principles 

of the present invention'the user thereof may easily en 
tirely disguise the fact that he is utilizing medication 
'by simply so holding the dispenser in one hand that 
upon actuation thereof the'single pill ejected will be 
ejected into the palm of the hand or into the other hand 
so that no one present With the user will be aware of the 
user”s V actions. - 

Pill dispensers embodying the principles of the pres 
ent invention may be so constructed as to have a push 
button-like actuator at the top or cap end thereof which 
will actuate an ejector to force a single pill from the 
bottom or mouth end thereof. The dispenser may fur 
ther be provided with a loading aperture in the body por 
tion and means to close and eifectively seal the loading 
aperture so that accidental inversionv of the dispenser 
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and to eject the pills singularly or one at a time through 
the bottom or mouth end of the dispenser. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a new and improved pill dispenser with a cooperating 
resilient retainer and an inner mouth ?ange or shoulder 
to prevent pills from falling freely through the dispenser. 

Still another object of the present invention is to 
provide a cooperating resilient actuator and resilient 
ejector operable in combination with the resilient retainer 
to eject pills singularly and then reposition the mechanism 
for ejection of a new single pill. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a new and improved pill dispensing device with 
concealable loading aperture therein, the concealing 
means further being operable 'as a pocket clip or the 

, like. 
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Still other objects, features and advantages of the pres 
ent invention will become readily apparent from the fol 
lowing detailed description of the present invention and 
an embodiment thereof, from the claims, and from the 
accompanying drawings in which each and every detail 
shown is fully 'and completely disclosed as a part of this 
speci?cation, in which like reference numerals refer to 
like parts, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a longitudinal sectional view of a pill 
dispenser embodying the prínciples of the present inven 
tion and shown in a deactuated position, further being 
shown substantially as taken along the line I-I of 
Figure 2; 

Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view of the pill 
dispenser of Figure 1 shown as taken substantially along 
the line II-II of Figure l; 

Figure 3 is a longitudinal sectional view of the dis 
penser similar to Figure 1 but shown with the loading 
aperture closure means disposed in a closed position 
and with the actuator and ejector shown in the depressed 
or actuating and ejecting position; 

Figure 4 is a transverse sectional view of the pill 
dispenser of Figures 1 and 3 and shown as taken sub 
stantially along the line IV-IV of Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a longitudinal sectional view of the body 
i and cap portion of the pill dispenser; 
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Figure 6 is an elevational view of the actuating spring 
and ejector; 

Figure 7 is a longitudinal sectional view of the guide 
and retainer; and 
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will not permit the pills therein to leave the dispenser _ 
principles of the present invention are equipped to accept through the loading aperture. _ 

It is, therefore, an important object of the present 
invention to provide a new 'and improved pill dispenser 
which has a general shape and con?guration resemblíng 
that of a pocket fountain pen or the like. 

Another important object of the, present invention is 
to provide a new and improved pill dispenser operable to 
dispense or eject pills singularly, or one at a time. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a new and improved pill dispenser having a resilient 
actuator which is thumb-operable or depressible to actu 
ate an ejector for ejecting pills from the dispenser; 
Yet another object of 'the present invention is to pro 

vide a new and improved pill`dispenser with a tubular 
body having disposed therein a guide member and pill 
retainer with resilient retaining means thereon to prevent 
pills therein from freely falling through the dispenser. 

Yet another object of the present invention is to pro' 
vide a _new and improved pill dispenser with cooperating 
resilient retaining. means land ;resilient .ejectingßmeans to 
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Figure 8 is a transverse sectional view of the guide and 
retainer shown as taken substantially along the line 
VIII-_VIII of Figure 7. 
As shown on the drawing: 
As hereinbefore stated, pill dispensers embodying the 

and hold a plurality of pills and eject the same in a 
singular manner. That is to say, that pill dispensers em 
bodying the principles of the present invention are oper 
able to carry a plurality of pills and to eject the same 
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one at a time through the open mouth end thereof. 
An embodiment of this invention is illustrated in the 

drawing wherein there is shown a pill dispenser 10 hav 
ing a generally tubular body 11 which may be formed 

.t in any particular desired manner such as from tube stock 
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or the like and from any particular desired material such 
as metal or plastic or the like. The tubular body 11 has 
an open upper or actuating end 12, while the lower end 
13 thereof is rolled sli'ghtly inwardly to a smaller diameter 

¿ and has provided thereon an inwardly extending flange 
` or shoulder 14. In practice, it is preferred that the lower 
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end actually be provided by an independent mouthpiece 
15 which is generally frusto-conical in external con?gura 
tion and is provided with a slot 16 therein of suf?cient size 

. to permit a pill to pass therethrough. 

retain pills against falling freely through the dispenser ` ' The upper surface or inner face of the mouthpiece 15 
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would then form the ?ange or shoulder 14. This ?ange 
or shoulder supports a guide and retainer 17 which is 
?tted into the interior of the body 11 with a relatively 
tight friction ?t whereby it will be retained in place with 
out the necessity of otherwise securing the same to the 
body portion and will be properly positioned in the body 
11 by abutment between the lower end of'the guide and 
retainer with the upper face or shoulder 14 on the 
mouthpiece 15 which is secured to the slightly inwardly 
rolled end 13 of the body 11. 
The retainer and guide 17 is preferably formed as a 

double channel device with a pair of substantially par 
allel side walls 18 and 19 that extend transversely across 
the interior of the body 11 and longitudinally thereof. A 
pair of guide walls 20 and 21 are secured to and extend 
between the side walls 18 and 19 to hold the same in posi 
tion and ?x the space de?nition of a pair of channels 
between the several walls. That is, the side walls 18 
and 19 together with the guide walls 20 and 21 de?ne a 
pill channel 22 of suí?cient size and transverse dimen 
sions to accept pills therein edgewise of the pills and to 
permit the pills to fall therethrough by force of gravity. 
The wall 20 is spaced inwardly from the edges of the 
side walls 18 and 19, however, to provide a guide channel 
23 for an ejector 24 which is slidably arranged longi 
tudinally in the channel 23. 

Thus, pills fed into the dispenser will be fed into the 
guide 17 edgewise and will be permitted to fall by force 
of gravity in edge relation with each other through the 
channel 22 de?ned by the side walls 18 and 19 and the 
guide walls 20 and 21. 
To feed pills into the dispenser, an appropriate aperture 

25 is cut or punched or otherwise provided in the side of 
the tubular body 11 in the vicinity of the upper end 12 
thereof but spaced below the upper end 12 by a distance 
required for retaining and moving the cap 26 of the 
actuator portion of the dispenser. This slot 25 is of such 
configuration that it will extend longitudinally of the 
barrel or body 11 so that pills inserted therethrough will 
have an edgewise relation with each other and their axes 
will be substantially perpendicular to the axis of the 
barrel or body 11. 

Also, to facilitate loading or feeding pills into the 
body of the dispenser and into the channel 22 of the 
guide 17, the upper end portion of the guide wall 21 and 
immediately adjacent portions of the side walls 18 and 
19 are removed as at 27 whereby pills fed through the 
slot 25 in the barrel 11 may also be fed through the slot 
27 in the retainer 17. Pills so fed through the slots and 
into the channel 22 of the guide 17 will assume the edge 
wise relation and such gravity fed positions as shown by 
the pills 28, 29 and 30, etc. in Figure 1. 
Once the dispenser is so loaded, it is desirable to seal 

or otherwise close off the slots 25 and 27 for reasons 
not the least of which is that upon accidental dropping 
or inversion of the dispenser from its normal position may 
result in loss of pills through the slots 25 and 27. To 
this end, a closure device is provided by a rotatable rela 
tively tight friction ?tting ring 31 mounted on the barrel 
11 exteriorly thereof and about the region of the slot 25 
therein. The ring 31 is also provided with a slot 32 
corresponding to the slot 25 so the pills may be fed 
therethrough when loading the dispenser. The ring is 
caused to be rotatable or slidable and when the dispenser 
is loaded the ring 31 may be moved from its position as 
shown in Figure 1 to a closed position as shown in Figure 
3 with the slot 32 in the ring 31 displaced from the slot 
25 in the body 11. Since the ring has a relatively tight 
fri'ction ?t with the barrel 11, however, it will not be 
accidentally or easily displaced. The ring also serves as 
a securing member for a pocket spring clip 33 which may 
be welded or otherwise secured thereto and which per 
mits the dispenser to be placed in the pocket and secured 
thereto much in the same manner as an ordinary pocket 
fountain pen 01' the like. 
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4 
To keep the pills from falling freely through the dis 

penser and through the slot 16 in the mouthpiece 15, a 
resilient retainer 34, in the form of a resilient strip of 
spring metal or the like is secured to the lower end of the 
outer guide wall 21 on the guide 17. It will be seen that 
the guide wall 21 does not extend to the bottom edge 35 
of the side walls 18 and 19 but ends substantially above 
the bottom edge 35 to permit effective operation of the 
retainer 34. 
The free end of the retainer 34 is rolled or otherwise 

bent toward the opposite guide wall 20 so that the space 
between the free end 36 of the retainer and the opposite 
edge of the guide 17 and the opposite wall of the barrel 
11 is normally less than the diameter of the pills in the 
dispenser. Thus a pill fallíng against the resilient re 
tainer 34 cannot escape through the slot 16 but is with 
held from so fallíng through the slot by the retainer 
which holds the pill against the opposite side of the barrel 
11 by its free end 36 such as the pill 28 is held in Figure 
1. The retainer 34 also cooperates with the mouthpiece 
15 in this regard since it extends well over the slot 16 in 
the mouthpiece 15 and even if it did not urge the pill 
against the opposite side wall of the barrel 11, it would 
cause the pill to engage the shoulder 14 and thus prevent 
the pill from fallíng through the slot 16. 
To eject a pill from the dispenser 10 and to overcome 

the force of the retainer 34, however, the ejector 24 is 
slidably positioned in the channel 23 of the guide 17 and 
adjacent to the side wall of the barrel 11 against which 
the pill 28 is held by the guide 34. When this ejector 
is actuated downwardly, its free end 37 which is rolled 
or bent inwardly, the ejector being formed of such a 
material as a resilient strip of metal or the like, will en 
gage the pill 28 and push the same against the force of 
the ejector 24 to permit it to-fall through the slot 16 and 
thus eject the pill 28 in the manner as shown in Figure 3. 
This movement of the ejector 24 is eifected through oper 
ation of the actuator and the guide wall 20 of the guide 
17, which guide wall extends downwardly only to a posi 
tion substantially above the bottom edge 35 of the side 
walls 18 and 19 even though it extends below the termi 
nating lower end of the guide wall 21. 

Actuation of the ejector 24 by the actuator is ef 
fected through movement of the cap 26 such as by thumb 
pressure to move the cap into the upper end of the barrel 
11 such as from the position shown in Figure l to the 
position shown in Figure 2 where the lower end or inner 
end 38 of the tubular cap 26 abuts the upper end of the 
guide 17. During such movement of the cap 26 a coil 
spring 39, .or the like, which is retained between the 
closed upper end of the tubular cap 26 and the top edge 
of the guide 17v is compressed. Upon release of thumb 
pressure from the top of the cap 26, the coil spring 39 

› will resiliently urge the cap 26 back to its original posi 

55 tion, as to the position shown in Figure 1 from the posi 
tion shown in Figure 3. The ejector 24 is secured to 
one of the convolutions of the coil spring 39 as by weld 
ing or the like as indicated at 40. It is preferred that the 

› convolution to which the ejector 24 is secured be at or 
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near the upper end of theÅ helical coil spring 39 so that 
maximum movement of the ejector 24 may be eifected 
during compression of the actuator spring by movement 
of the actuator cap 26. 
From the foregoing it will be readily observed that by 

the present'invention there is provided a pill dispenser 
which is operable to- dispense one pill at a time and has 
incorporated therein an actuator which will resiliently 
operate a resilient ejector that, cooperates With a resilient 
retainer for the stated purposes. It will also be apparent 
that numerous variations and modi?cations may be made 
Without departíng from the true spirit and scope of the 
novel concepts and principles of this invention. I, there 
fore, intend to cover all such modi?cationsV and varia 
tions las fall within the true spirit and scope of the novel 
concepts and' prínciples of this invention. 
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I claim as my invention: 
1. A pocket pill dispenser comprising a tubular body, a 

guide member in said body comprising two Channels, one 
of said Channels disposed to retain pills therein in edge 
wise relation, a second channel disposed to retain a pill 
ejector, an ejector formed of resilient strip slídably ar 
ranged in said second channel and normally out of en 
gagement with the pills and operative to engage the 
lowermost pill and eject it from said body, a single re 
silient retaining means secured to the lower end of said 
guide to restrict ejection of said pills by said ejector to a 
single pill on each occasion of manipulation of the ejec 
tor, a thumb depressible cap slídably arranged in the 
upper end of said body, and an actuator spring means 
disposed between said guide member and said Cap and 
compressible by depression of said cap into said body, 
said ejector being so secured at its upper end to one of 
the uppermost coils of said actuator spring means so that 
compression thereof manipulates said ejector so that the 
lower end thereof will eject the lowermost pill from said 
guide member and said body. 

2. A pocket pill dispenser comprising a tubular body, 
a guide member in said body formed of a double channel 
device, one of said Channels disposed to retain pills there 
in in edgewise relation, said second channel disposed to 
retain a pill ejector, and an ejector formed of resilient 
strip slídably arranged in said second channel in said 
guide to engage the lowermost pill and eject it from 
said guide and said body, said guide having a friction ?t 
in said body to retain the same in place therein, a single 
resilient strip retaining means secured to the lower end 
of said guide to restrict ejection of said pills by said ejec 
tor to a single pill on each occasion of manipulation of 
said ejector, a thumb depressible cap slídably arranged 
in said body, and an actuator spring means disposed be 
tween the upper end of said guide member and the upper 
interior end of said cap and compressible by depression 
of said Cap into said body, said ejector being so seCured 
at its upper end to one of the uppermost coils of said 
actuator spring means so that compression thereof ma 
nipulates said ejector whereby the lowermost end thereof 
will eject the lowermost pill from said guide member 
and said body. 

3. A pocket pill dispenser comprising a tubular body, 
a guide member in said body formed as a double chan 
nel device, one of said Channels disposed to retain pills 
therein in edgewise relation, said second channel disposed 
to retain a pill ejector, a resilient ejector slídably arranged 
in said second channel and normally out of engagement 
with the pills and operative to engage the lowermost pill 
and eject it from said body, resilient retaining means 
secured to the lower end of said guide to restrict ejection 
of said pills by said ejector to a single pill on each oc 
casion of manipulation of said ejector, a thumb de 
pressible cap slídably arranged in the upper end of said 
body, and an actuator spring means disposed between 
said guide member and said cap and compressible by de 
pression of said cap into said body, said ejector being so 
secured at its upper end to one of the uppermost coils of 
said actuator spring means that compression thereof 
manipulates said ejector and so that the lower end thereof 
will eject the lowermost pill from said guide member 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

55 

60 

6 
in said body, said body having a leading slot therein 
beneath the actuator spring and near an end thereof 
opposite to the region of ejection of the pills, and means 
to open and close said loading slot. 

4. A pocket pill dispenser comprising a tubular body, 
a mouthpiece on said body providing an interior shoulder 
on said body at one end thereof, a guide member formed 
as a double channel device and frictionally disposed in 
said body, the side walls of said guide member abutted 
against said shoulder, one of said Channels disposed 
therein, the second of said Channels disposed to retain 
a pill ejector, a resilient ejector formed of a resilient 
strip slídably arranged in said second channel to engage 
the lowermost pill and eject it from said body, a single 
resilient retaining strip means secured to said guide to re 
strict ejection of said pills by said ejector to a single pill 
on each oceasion of manipulation of said ejector, a thumb 
depressible cap slídably arranged in said body at the up 
per end thereof, and an actuator spring means disposed 
between said guide member and said cap and compressible 
by depression of said cap into said body, said ejector 
being so secured to the uppermost portion of said actuator 
spring means that compression thereof manipulates said 
ejector to eject a single pill from said first channel in 
said member and said body through said mouthpiece. 

5. A pocket pill dispenser comprising a tubular body, 
a guide member in said body comprising two Channels 
longitudinally arranged adjacent each other, one of said 
Channels disposed to retain pills therein in edgewise rela 
tion, an ejector formed of a resilient strip slídably ar 
ranged in said guide normally Cut of engagement with 
pills in the guide and operative to engage the lowermost 
pill and eject it from said guide and from said body, a 
single resilient retaining means secured to the lower end 
of said guide to restrict ejection of said pills by said 
ejector to a single pill on each occasion of manipulation 
of said ejector, a thumb depressible cap on said body 
and an actuator spring means disposed between said 
guide and said cap and compressible by depression of 
said cap, and said ejector being firmly secured to a Coil 
of the actuator spring adjacent the upper end thereof 
whereby compression of said spring will effect the lower 
end of the ejector to eject the lowermost pill from said 
guide member and said body. 
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