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This invention relates to a new and useful device by 
which lead pencil erasers and the like may be cleaned 
quickly and conveniently so as to remove surface layers 
which carry particles of graphite, oil, or other substances 
which tend to smudge the work when the eraser is used. 
Surface layers of the eraser material itself, especially if 
old, can smudge. The invention is herein illustratively 
described by reference to the presently preferred forms 
thereof; however, it will be recognized that certain modi 
?cations and changes therein, with respect to details, may 
be made without departing from the essential features 
involved. 
Most stenographers, draftsmen, o?ice workers and 

others who do paper work have often experienced the 
inconvenience of attempting to erase with a “smudgy” 
eraser. Many times an otherwise clean piece of work will 
be completely spoiled by an unclean eraser, resulting 
in loss of valuble time. As an eraser becomes old and 
the rubber tends to lose some of its life Or to harden, 
this problem becomes aggravated, especially with certain 
kinds of paper or eraser materials, and with certain kinds 
of pencil markings or other markings to be erased. 
The present invention is directed to the provision of 

an inexpensive and practicable eraser cleaner usable by 
persons working at a typewriter, drafting board, desk or 
other facility. Another object is a device of this char 
acter which may be supplied to and removed from a sup 
porting surface, preferably a vertical surface, 
without marring the surface and, when applied, presents 
no obstacle or obstruction projecting therefrom. 
A further object is to provide an eraser cleaner which 

may be applied semi-permanently to a horizontal, sloping 
or vertical surface of a desk, wall, drafting board, type 
writer or other piece of equipment or structure so as to 
occupy no otherwise used space and to remain in an 
unobtrusive position yet conveniently available when re 
quired. 
A further object is a device of this character which may 

be made inexpensively and by rapid production tech 
niques and which lends itself well to use as an advertising 
medium on which printed matter may be applied without 
in any way interfering with its utility or adding materially 
to its cost. 7 

As herein described, features of the invention reside 
in the novel eraser cleaner which comprises an abrasive, 
adhesively applied transfer strip including a piece of sand 
paper or other abrasion material framed and overlapped 
by a relatively thin but tough plastic frame sheet and re 
tained in positionon such sheet by a pressure sensitive, 
transfer adhesive strip or bonding sheet bonded on one 
side to the back side of the frame sheet and sandpaper 
and having its opposite side adhesively coated and nor 
mally covered by a removable overlay, such as a piece of 
waxed paper. The overlay is removed when the device 
is to be mounted, such mounting being effected by press 
ing the same against any suitable supporting surface such 
as a wall, the side of a desk or typewriter, for instance. 
Preferably the double surface, adhesive transfer sheet is 
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devoid of adhesive substance on the exposed back face 
near one edge or along an intermediate zone, overlapped 
by an edge or edges of the overlay so that the overlay 
may be conveniently grasped and removed when neces 
sary. ~ 

These and other features, objects and advantages of 
the invention will become more fully evident from the 
following description thereof by reference to the accom 
panying drawings. 

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of the device 
installed; Figure 2 is a perspective from the rear side 
thereof, with the overlay sheet partly removed and with 
a portion of the adhesive bonding sheet broken away to 
illustrate details of the construction. 
Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3—3 in 

Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is a similar sectional view 

vice prior to removal of the overlay. 
Figure 5 is a rear perspective view similar to Figure 2 

but illustrating a modi?ed type of overlay. 
Referring to Figures 1 to 4, inclusive, it will be ob 

served that the eraser cleaner comprises, in its illustrated 
form, a rectangular piece of sandpaper 10, preferably of 
“?ne” grit or grade, and a rectangular frame sheet 12, 
preferably of tough and durable plastic material, such as 
polystyrene or other semi-rigid yet somewhat ?exible 
plastic, which marginally overlaps and surrounds or 
frames the sheet of sandpaper 10. This plastic is pref 
erably of the order of 0.010 inch thick, although this 
thickness may vary somewhat, it being desired, however, 
to have it as thin as possible consistent with resistance to 
tearing when an eraser is rubbed vigorously over the ex 
posed surface area of the sandpaper sheet 10. The sand 
paper sheet is held in place in its position relative to the 
framing sheet 12 by applying a bonding sheet 14 coated 
on both sides with a pressure sensitive transfer type ad 
hesive. This doubly adhesively surfaced sheet 14, there 
fore, not only holds the abrasive and framing sheets to 
gether but presents an exposed adhesive surface which 
serves as a bonding medium for applying the eraser 
cleaner to a supporting surface S as shown. 
For purposes of ‘handling and storage of such devices 

without encountering difficulty with the tacky surface 
of the bonding sheet 14, an overlay sheet 16 is normally 
adhered to the back side of the device to complete its 
prepared form. Such overlay sheet 16 preferably com 
prising a Waxed or otherwise treated or calendered paper, 
sheet of plastic, or other substance capable of ready re 
moval from the tacky surface of the sheet 14- when neces 
sary, without loosening the bonding sheet itself. In order 
to facilitate removal of the overlay, it is preferred in this 
embodiment that the bonding sheet 14 have a somewhat 
lesser Width than the framing sheet 12 so as to leave ad 
hesively uncoated marginal zones 12a along which the 
overlay is not held to the bonded assembly. In this way 
it is possible to grasp the overlay sheet 16 readily by an 
edge and lift it conveniently from the sheet14. 
Of course it is important that the coe?icient of ad‘ 

hesion between the overlay 16 and the exposed surface 
of sheet 14 be materially less than the coe?icient of 
adhesion between the opposite surface of sheet 14, the 
underlying surface of the framing sheet 12 and the 
sandpaper sheet 10; otherwise, attempts to lift the over 
lay from the sheet 14 would result in removal of the 
sheet 14 itself from the parts which it should maintain 
bonded together. 
Any suitable pressure-sensitive adhesive may be used 

for the bonding sheet 14, a rubber base pressure sensi 
tive transfer type of adhesive of conventional form be 
ing preferred. Such adhesives are well known and may 
be provided in relatively permanent or stable forms 
which will hold a bond over a long time period and 
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will adhere to a ?nished surface without marring the 
surface material nor leaving a gummy residue thereon. 

Once such an eraser cleaner is bonded to a surface 
S as shown in the Figures 1 and 3, an eraser E to be 
cleaned may be pressed against the exposed abrasive 
surface 16 and rubbed back and forth a few times, as 
a result of which the surface layers of the eraser are 
removed and with them any particles of graphite, de 
teriorated rubber or other smudgy substance. Pref 
erably the surface S to which the device is applied is a 
vertical surface so that any particles of rubber and 
other matter removed from the eraser in this manner 
simply drop to the floor or other underlying surface. 
By virtue of the fact that the plastic vframing sheet 11 
completely surrounds and overlaps the edges of the 
sandpaper sheet 10, the rubbing of the eraser back 
and forth does not tend to tear the edge portions of 
the sandpaper sheet. The plastic, comprising the fram 
ing sheet 12, being relatively tough and durable is not 
affected by the rubbing action of the eraser should the 
operator carry the eraser past the edges of the sand 
paper and on to the framing sheet. Moreover, the fram 
ing sheet protects any ?nished surface of the desk or 
other implement upon which the transfer device is 
mounted against it being marred or otherwise damaged 
due to stroking the eraser beyond the limits of the sand 
paper during the cleaning operation. 

In the modi?cation shown in Figure 5, the overlay 
sheet is formed in two parts, designated 16a and 16b, 
respectively. These are preferably full length of the 
framing sheet 12 and approximately half the width there 
of. In this case, a central zone 14a’ of the bonding 
sheet 14' is uncoated with adhesive on the exposed 
back side thereof so that mating edges of the overlay 
sheets 16a and 16b are unbonded to the assembly and 
may be lifted readily by these edges from position 
bonded to 14' when it is desired to apply the device to 
a supporting surface. Such an arrangement permits 
somewhat quicker and easier removal of the overlay 
than in the overlay shown in Figure 2, for example. 
Moreover by pulling simultaneously and oppositely on 
the pieces 16a and 16b there is less tendency to lift 
the bonding sheet from the underlying abrasion and 
framing sheets. 

In a typical case, the framing sheet 12 may be ap 
proximately 3l/z" long by 2” wide and the aperture 
therein to which the sandpaper sheet is exposed, may 
be approximately 2" long by 3%” wide. The sandpaper 
sheet itself ‘is preferably only slightly larger than the 
size of the aperture in the sheet 12. In the example, ' 
the sandpaper sheet may be 2%" long by 1” wide, 
leaving a 1/s” marginal overlap with respect to the 
inner edges of the framing sheet 12‘. 

It will of course be recognized that other speci?c ma 
terials may be used than those described. Instead of a 
plastic overlay sheet, a tough, durable paper or metal 
overlay sheet may be used in certain instances, although 
the plastic is considered more satisfactory for the purpose. 
Moreover, the framing sheet is readily impressed with 
printed matter, such as advertising material. The sand 
paper sheet may be replaced by emery cloth or other 
equivalent abrasion material prepared in sheet-like form. 
The doubly surfaced bonding sheet 14 or its equivalent 
14’ may be replaced by a coating‘ of pressure sensitive 
adhesive applied to the back sides of the previously 
interbonded sandpaper sheet It) and framing sheet 12, 
or a singly surfaced bonding sheet may be applied to 
the back side of the sandpaper sheet 1th and the framing 
sheet 12 to hold the latter in a certain positional re 
lationship while the remaining area of back face of the 
assembled sheets may then be coated with pressure sensi 
tive adhesive in order to permit pressure bonding of 
the unit to a supporting surface. The geometric form of 
the element may also vary. 

These and other variations will be evident to those 
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4 
skilled in the art from the foregoing description of the 
invention in its preferred form. 
We claim as our invention: 
1. An eraser cleaning device comprising an abrasive 

sheet having a rough abrasive surface on one side, a 
non-abrasive framing sheet of larger area than said 
abrasive sheet and having an aperture therein smaller 
than said abrasive sheet and located intermediate op 
posite edges of the framing sheet, said framing sheet 
being superimposed on said abrasive sheet with said 
abrasive surface thereof exposed through said aperture 
and with the aperture edges overlapped by said abrasive 
sheet on the back side of said framing sheet, a bonding 
sheet laid over and bonded adhesively to the back side 
of said abrasive sheet and to adjoining areas of the 
back side of said framing sheet, thereby to hold the two 
sheets in predetermined positional superimposed relation 
ship, said bonding sheet having its opposite surface coated 
with a pressure-sensitive transfer adhesive adapted to 
bond the device thereby to an external supporting sur 
face, and a removable overlay sheet adhesively bonded 
to said opposite side of the bonding sheet to cover the 
adhesive coating thereon, said overlay sheet having a 
surface in contact with said adhesive adapted to sepa 
rate therefrom with less force than that required to 
separate the bonding sheet from the framing sheet. 

2. The eraser cleaning device defined in claim I, 
wherein the framing sheet comprises thin, durable plastic 
sheet material, and the abrasive sheet comprises a piece 
of sandpaper-like material. 

3. The eraser cleaner device de?ned in claim 2, wherein 
the adhesive coating of the bonding sheet occupies sub 
stantially the full area of such sheet and the exposed back 
side of the abrasive sheet. 

4. The eraser cleaner device de?ned in claim 3, wherein 
the adhesive is omitted from a zone on the back side of 
the framing sheet, and the overlay sheet overlaps said 
zone whereby the overlay sheet may be grasped and read 
ily separated from the back side of the framing sheet in 
order to pull the same from the adhesively coated surface 
of the bonding sheet. ‘ 

5. The eraser cleaner device de?ned in claim 4, wherein 
the zone extends along one outside edge of the framing 

sheet. 
6. The eraser cleaner device de?ned in claim 4, wherein 

the zone extends along and includes an intermediate line 
on the framing sheet, and wherein the overlay sheet is 
formed in two parts, each of which overlaps said zone. 

7. An eraser cleaner device comprising a thin, plastic 
sheet having a substantially smooth exposed framing sur 
face on one side, means presenting a rough abrasive sur 
face intermediate opposite edges of said framing sheet on 
the same side thereof, means adhered to the back side of 
said framing sheet presenting a pressure-sensitive trans 
fer adhesive surface exposed on the back side thereof 
adapting the same to bond the device to an external sup 
porting surface, and a removable overlay sheet bonded to 
said adhesive and covering the same, said overlay sheet 
being readily removable from said adhesive surface in 
order to expose the same for bonding the device to such 
a supporting surface. 

8. An eraser cleaning device comprising an abrasive 
sheet having a rough abrasive surface on one side, a non 
abrasive framing sheet of larger area than said abrasive 
sheet having an aperture therein located intermediate 
opposite edges of the framing sheet, said abrasive surface 
being exposed through said aperture, means holding said 
abrasive sheet in such position relative to the framing 
sheet, means on the back side of the framing sheet and 
abrasive sheet presenting an adhesive surface thereon 
adapting said cleaner device to adhere to an external sup 
porting surface, and an overlay sheet bonded to and 
covering said adhesive and being relatively readily re 
movable therefrom to expose the same for use. 

‘9. The eraser cleaner device de?ned in claim 8, wherein 
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the adhesive coating presented on the back side of the 
framing sheet is omitted from an area thereon, and the 
overlay sheet has an edge portion which overlaps said 
area to permit readily grasping the same for removal of 
such overlay sheet. 

10. An eraser cleaner device comprising an abrasive 
sheet having a rough abrasive surface on one side, a non 
abrasive framing sheet of larger area than said abrasive 
sheet and having an aperture therein smaller than said 
abrasive sheet and located intermediate opposite edges of 
the framing sheet, said framing sheet being superimposed 
on said abrasive sheet with said abrasive surface thereof 
exposed through said aperture, a bonding sheet laid over 
and bonded adhesively to the back side of said abrasive 
sheet and to adjoining areas of the back side of said 
framing sheet, thereby to hold the two sheets in prede 
termined positional relationship, said bonding sheet hav 
ing its opposite surface coated with a pressure-sensitive 
transfer adhesive adapted to bond the device thereby to 
an external supporting surface, and a ‘removable overlay 
sheet adhesively bonded to said opposite side of the bond 
ing sheet to cover the adhesive coating thereon, said over 
lay sheet having a surface in contact with said adhesive 
adapted to separate therefrom with less force than that 
required to separate the bonding sheet from the framing 
sheet. 
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11. An eraser cleaner device comprising an abrasive 

sheet having a rough abrasive surface on one side, a non 
abrasive framing sheet of larger area than said abrasive 
sheet and having an aperture therein smaller than said 
abrasive sheet and located intermediate opposite edges of 
the framing sheet, said framing sheet being superimposed 
on said abrasive sheet with said abrasive surface thereof 
exposed through said aperture and with the aperture edges 
overlapped by said abrasive sheet on the back side of said 
framing sheet, a bonding sheet laid over and bonded 
adhesively to the back side of said abrasive sheet and t0 
adjoining areas of the back side of said framing sheet, 
thereby to hold the two sheets in predetermined posi~ 
tional superimposed relationship. 
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