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This invention relates to brassieres and more particu 
larly to improvements in the construction of the under 
arm sections of the brassiere to give added comfort to 
the wearer and to take care of normal variations from 
the armpit to the front shoulder strap positions to pre 
vent any possible gaping of the garment on its upper 
underarm position. 
The invention consists essentially in making the top 

underarm edges of the breast pockets and side panels 
elastically stretchable in the circumferential direction of 
the garment by securing a length of narrow elastic ma 
terial to the inside underarm sections of the breast pockets 
and side panel of the garment, the elastic material being 
secured to the non-elastic material of the garment by zig 
zag stitching having a light tension, giving a degree of con 
traction to the non-elastic material overlying the ‘elastic 
material. 
A particular object of the invention is to make the top 

underarm edge of the breast pockets and side panels of a 
brassiere stretchable in the circumferential direction of 
the garment. 
A further object of the invention is to make the top 

underarm edges of ‘a brassiere stretchable to allow the 
garment to accommodate itself readily to any normal 
variations from the armpit to the front shoulder strap 
position. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a bras~ 

siere in which the top underarm edge will have greater 
stretchability in the breast pocket section than in the side 
panel section. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a bras 

siere in which the non-elastic material of the brassiere 
is contracted along the upper underarm edges of the gar 
ment and is supported in the contracted position by an 
underlying narrow strip of elastic material. 
The above and other objects and characteristic features 

of the invention will be more apparent from the follow 
ingidetailed description taken in connection with the ac 
companying drawing, in which 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a brassiere in 
which the upper, underarm edges of the breast pockets 
and side panels are stretchable in a circumferential di— 
rection. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged partial front elevational view of 
the brassiere shown in Fig. l and showing in greater de— 
tail the stretchable underarm edge of the garment. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical section of the upper 
underarm edge of the brassiere showing the ?rst opera 
tion of attaching the elastic material to the non-elastic 
material of the garment. 

Fig. 4 is a front elevation of Fig. 3 showing the ?rst 
seam of zig-zag stitching joining the elastic material to 
the fabric of the garment. 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged vertical section on the line 5—5 
of Fig. 2 showing the elastic material folded over on 
the inside of the garment and secured thereto by a sec 
ond seam of zig-zag stitching. 

Fig. 6 is a front elevation of Fig. 5 showing the sec 
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ond seam of zig-zag stitching joining the elastic material 
to the fabric of the garment. 

Referring to the drawings, the’brassiere 5 may be of 
any of the well known forms, and is here shown as hav 
ing a pair of breast pockets 6 and 7 attached along 
their lower edges to ‘the waist band 8 by the seam 9, and 
a pair of body encircling side panels 10 secured along 
their front vertical edges to the side edges .11 of the 
breast pockets 6 and 7. The side panels 10'arepro 
vided at their free rear ends (not shown) with suitable 
fastening elements for securing the brassiere about the 
wearer. Shoulder strap loops 12. are secured to the top 
edge of each of the breast pockets 6 and 7, and shoulder 
straps 13 are secured to the rear portion of the side 
panels 10 and are held in adjusted length in the strap 
holding and adjusting clasps 14 engaged by the loops 12. 
The top underarm edges 15 and 16 of the brassiere, 

extending from the shoulder strap loops 12 to the rear 
ends of the side panels 10 are made elastically stretch 
ably by bands of tucking 17 and 18. The bands of ruck 
ing 16 and 17 are formed by securing a narrow band 
19 of ?exible elastic material near the top edge of the 
non~elastic fabric 20 of the breast pockets 6 and 7 and 
of the side panels 10. The band of elastic material is 
secured, along one of its longitudinal edges, to the fab 
ric 20 by a row of zig-zag stitching 21, as shown in Figs. 
3 and 4. The band of elastic material 19 is then folded 
on itself inside the brassiere and is secured thereto along 
its other longitudinal edge to the fabric 20 of the breast 
pockets and side panels by a second row of zig-zag 
stitching 22, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6. 
The band 19 of elastic material is sewn in place to the 

fabric 20 with a very light tension to produce a series of 
rucks 23 in the fabric 20, the rucks 23 being disposed 
transversely of the length of the band 19 and fading out 
into the fabric 20 below the lower row of stitching 22. 
The rucks 23 of the material 20 in the area A between 

the front shoulder strap loops 12 and the side edges 
11 of the breast pockets 6 and 7 have a greater concen 
tration per unit of length of the underlying band 19 of 
elastic material than in the area B between the side 
edges 11 of the breast pockets 6 and 7 and the rear ends 
of the side panels 10. This greater concentration of 
rucks 23 at the top edges of the breast pockets 6 and 7 
provide a greater degree of elasticity in the underarm 
sections of the breast pockets 6 and 7 than in the under 
arm sections of the side panels 10, allowing for normal 
variations in this area and giving to the brassiere a degree 
of contraction in this area which will prevent any pos 
sible gaping of the garment. The expansion and con 
traction allowed by the above described construction 
of the upper underarm edges of the brassiere also pro 
vides a softening of these underarm edges and a degree 
of comfort which is not possible when the underarm edges 
have seams formed in the relatively non~stretchable fab 
ric from which the breast pockets and side panels are 
normally made. 
The heavier concentration of rucks 23 in the area 

A of the top edge of the breast pockets 6 and 7 then 
is provided in the area B of the top edges of the side 
panels 10, provide a greater degree of stretchability and 
comfort in that area than would normally be required 
in the underarm edge of the side panels. However, both 
areas A and B stretch in unison with each other and 
the variations in stretch over the whole length of the 
underarm sections can be varied as desired‘ by chang 
ing the degree of tension imparted to the rows of stitching 
21 and 22 and by the number of rucks 23 per unit of 
length so produced in the fabric 20. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a brassiere having a pair of breast pockets and 

a pair of body encircling side panels joined to said breast 
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pockets along their outer side edges, a band of ?exible 
elastic material having one edge thereof sewn to the 
outer surface of the top underarm edge of said breast 
pockets and said‘ body-encircling side panels, the said 
band of ?exible elastic material being folded over against 
the inner surface-of the top underarm edge of said breast 
pockets‘ and body encircling side panels to conceal the 
sewing therebetween, the other edge of said band of ?exi 
ble elastic material being sewn to the inner surface of the 
underarm portion of the said breast pockets and side 
panels, the said band of ?exible elastic material being 
sewn in place with zig-zag stitching with light tension to 
contract the relatively non-elastic material of the breast 
pockets and side panels to form a series of racks in the 
non-elastic material of the breast pockets and side panels, 
the said rucks being disposed transversely of the length 
of the underlying ?exible material. 

10 

15 

2. In a brassiere as set forth in claim 1, in which the 
zig-zag stitching securing the ?exible elastic material to 
the garment is sewn to the underarm edge of the breast 
pockets with less tension than is applied to the stitch 
ing of the ?exible elastic material to the side panels. 

3. In a brassiere as set forth in claim 1, in which a 
greater number of rucks per unit of length are formed 
on the breast pockets than on the side panels. 
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