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The present invention relates to a practice tee and 
has for an object the provision of a device of this kind 
which can be used for developing, correcting and studying 
the basic fundamentals of the swings, strokes and the like 
in baseball, tennis and in other similar games. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a practice tee which may serve as primary instructional 
equipment for coaches, playground and recreation lead 
ers and others for teaching the above mentioned funda 
mentals. 

This tee will also serve as an amusement device or 
toy for fathers and youngsters. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a device of this character which is readily adaptable to 
outdoor and indoor use. _ 
The present invention contemplates the provision of 

a practice tee which is portable, is light in weight yet 
sturdy, is of simple construction and comprises a mini 
mum of parts. 

It is an aim of the present invention to provide a 
device of this type in which the missile or ball is ?rmly 
supported and yet when the ball and its support are 
struck with the striking implement, the missile support 
will collapse horizontally and vertically so as not to inter 
fere with the trajectory of the missile. 
A further aim of the present invention is to provide a 

practice tee capable of being adjusted minutely to various 
heights so as to suit accurately persons of various heights. 

With the foregoing and other objects in view, the in 
vention will be hereinafter more fully described and more 
particularly pointed out in the appended claims. 

In the drawings in which the same parts are denoted 
by the same reference numerals throughout the several 
views, 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device constructed 
in accordance with the present invention and ready for 
use, . 

Figure 2 is a view taken substantially on the line 2—2 
of Figure 1 and with parts in section, 

Figure 3 is a sectional View on the line 3-3 of Fig 
ure 2, 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary sectional view showing the 
missile supporting means in its collapsed condition, 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a supporting structure 
of the device, 

Figure 6 is a similar view of another form of support 
ing structure, 

Figure 7 is asectional view on the line 7--7 of Figure 
6, and v - 

Figure 8 is an exploded perspective view of vthe sup 
porting structure shown in Figures 6 and 7. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings,v 10 indi 
cates a standard which is illustrated as a tubular member 
or pipe, but may be solid. The standard 10 may be of 
any desired length and may be" made of any suitable 
material, such as aluminum or magnesium alloy, wood, 
?ber glass. One end portion which is the lower end 
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portion of the standard when the tee is placed in its 
upright position of use, as shown in Figures 1 and 2, is 
tapered downwardly as indicated at 11 and terminates 
in a sharply pointed end 12 which facilitates the inser 
tion of the standard into a supporting medium, such as 
the ground 13, or supporting structures shown in Figures 
5 through 8. 

In order to effect this insertion of the tapered end 
portion of the standard, a spud or spur 14 extends 
through diametrically opposite openings formed in the 
standard and projects laterally from one side of the 
standard and outwardly thereof adjacent the tapered end 
portion of the standard. The spur 14 may be made of 
the same material as the standard and is secured thereto 
in any suitable manner, such as by riveting, brazing or 
welding. 
A resilient missile or ball support is indicated gen 

erally at 15 and comprises a tube or sleeve 16 and a 
bellows-like member 17. The sleeve 16 may be made 
of any suitable resilient material, such as rubber or 
plastic, and is of such an inside diameter that it has 
a frictional sliding ?t on the outer-face of the wall of 
the standard so that the support 15 can be adjusted axi 
ally on the standard and the frictional engagement be 
tween the inner and outer faces of the walls of the sleeve 
and standard will retain the sleeve in its adjusted posi 
tion. The bellows 17 may be made of any suitable 
material, such as rubber or plastic, and the sleeve and 
bellows may be molded as one piece or as separate 
pieces and joined together in any suitable manner. 
The overall diameter of the bellows 17 is greater than 

that of the sleeve 16 and the lower end section 17a of 
the bellows converges downwardly towards the sleeve so 
that at its juncture with the sleeve it is substantially the 
same overall diameter as the sleeve. The wall of the 
section 17a is progressively of increased thickness in the 
direction of its convergence and terminates in an annular 
bead 18 formed on the inner face of the bellows wall 
which bead serves as a stop to engage the upper end of 
the standard to limit the downward movement of the 
sleeve on the standard. 
The upper end of the bellows 17 is open and is of such 

internal diameter that the upper portion of the inner 
face of the downwardly converging wall of the upper 
most section of the bellows forms a seat 19 for a mis 
sile 20, such as a ball or the like. One end of a flexible 
element 21, such as a cord or string, is secured to the 
missile 20 and the opposite end of the element 21 is 
looped as at 22 about the standard 10 just below the 
spur 14 so that the missile is held captive to the standard. 

In the use of the device, the pointed end 12 ofthe 
standard 10 will be placed against the ground 13 and the 
user will place his foot on the spur 14 and press the 
tapered end portion 11 and the adjacent part of the 
standard into the ground until the spur 14 engages the 
surface of the ground. This will afford suf?cient pur 
chase for the standard to have the desired rigidity. The 
fact that the spur engages the ground will augment this 
rigidity and also hold the looped end 22 of the ?exible 
element 21 captive between the spur and the ground. 
The sleeve 16 will be adjusted axially on the standard 

10 so that the seat 19 and the missile resting thereon 
will be brought accurately to the exact height suitable 
for the user of the device. This minute adjustment is 
possible since the sleeve has a frictional sliding ?t on 
the standard whereby the sleeve will grip the standard 
and retain itself in its adjusted position. The bead 
18 will limit the downward movement of the sleeve on 
the standard by engaging the upper end of the standard 
to prevent the standard from extending upwardly into 
the bellows 17 and interfering with the action of the 
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bellows when the missile and seat are struck by the 
striking implement. 
The user will now strike the missile or ball 20 with 

a striking implement, such as a hat or racquet, and 
the missile will be propelled from its seat 19. The dis 
tance the missile travels will depend upon the accuracy 
and the force of the stroke, but its maximum distance 
of travel will be limited by the captive ?exible element 
21 so that the missile cannot become lost and can easily 
be retrieved. 
The force of the stroke and the displacement of the 

missile from its seat 19 will cause axial collapse of 
the bellows 17 and a simultaneous arcuate movement 
of the bellows about the thickened wall of its lower 
section 17a acting as a hinge, as shown in Figure 4 of 
the drawings. Such an arrangement will assure that 
the bellows offers no frictional or other resistance which 
would interfere with the trajectory of or distance 
traveled by the missile so that the instructor or the used 
will have an accurate knowledge of the efficiency and 
accuracy of the user’s stroke. The resiliency of the bel 
lows will cause its immediate and automatic restoration 
to its original condition shown in Figures 1 and 2. 

In Figure 5 is illustrated a supporting medium or 
structure generally indicated at 23 comprising feet 24 
and 25 and a cross-piece 26 which may be made of 
wood or other suitable material. The feet 24 and 25 
may be of any desired length to impart the proper sta 
bility to the structure. At its opposite ends the cross 
piece 26 is undercut as at 27 to provide recesses for the 
reception of the intermediate portions of the feet. 
Securing elements 28, such as wood screws, extend 
through the undercut end portions of the cross-piece 26 
and penetrate the feet 24 and 25 to secure the feet to 
the cross-piece. 
A hole 29 is formed in the cross-piece for the recep 

tion of the lower end portion of the standard 10. The 
standard will be inserted into the hole 29 in the same 
manner as described above in connection with its inser 
tion into the ground. The standard will have a fric 
tional ?t in the hole 29 and the spur 14 will engage the 
upper face of the cross-piece 26 and hold the loop 22 
of the element 21 captive between the spur and cross 
piece. 

In Figures 6 through 8 is illustrated another form of 
supporting medium or structure, generally indicated at 
30, comprising two crossed feet 31 and 32, a substantial 
ly L-shaped member or bracket 33 and securing means 
comprising a threaded bolt 34 and a wing nut 35. The 
foot 31 has a centrally located recess or socket 36 open 
ing through its underface and through both side faces 
for receiving the intermediate portion of the foot 32. 
The bracket 33 has a horizontal leg 37 provided with 
upwardly extending ?anges 38 at its opposite edges and 
'a vertical leg 39 having inwardly extending ?anges 40 
at its opposite edges. These ?anges impart rigidity to 
the bracket 33. 
The feet 31 and 32 have holes 41 and 42 formed there 

through and the leg 37 has a hole 43 extending there 
through. When the parts are in their assembled position 
as shown in Figures 6 and 7 the leg 37 is clamped ?rmly 
between the feet 31 and 32 in the socket 36 and the 
holes in the feet and leg 37 are in registry with the bolt 
34 extending therethrough and the wing nut 35 co 
operates with the bolt to clamp the parts in their assem 
bled position. 
The bottom 44 of the socket 36 is of such a height 

and the space between the vertical bracket leg 39 and 
the ‘adjacent wall of the bottom 44 is such that the lower 
end portion of the standard is wedged ?rmly there 
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4 
between when the standard is inserted therebetween in 
the same manner as described above in connection with 
its insertion into the ground. The ?anges 40 of the leg 
39 will engage opposite side portions of the standard 
and assist in seating the standard against the leg 39. 
The point 12 of the standard 10 will tend to bite into 
the ?ange 37 to assist in holding the standard rigid. 
The supporting structures 23 and 30 of Figures 5 and 6 
through 8 are adapted for indoor and outdoor use. 

It is obvious that various changes and modi?cations 
may be made in the details of construction and design 
of the above speci?cally described embodiment of this 
invention without departing from the spirit thereof, such 
changes and modi?cations being restricted only by the 
scope of the following claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A practice tee comprising a standard adapted to be 

placed in an upright operative position, a resilient sleeve 
mounted for vertical adjustment on the upper end of the 
standard, a resilient bellows on said sleeve and capable 
of axial collapse and horizontal deformation and recov 
ery, and a missile supporting seat at the upper end of 
the bellows. 

2. A practice tee as claimed in claim 1 wherein a spud 
extends laterally from said standard above the lower end 
portion of the standard for receiving the foot of the user 
for facilitating the insertion of the lower end into the 
supporting medium, a missile is provided to be placed 
on said seat, and a ?exible element has one end secured 
to the missile and its other end looped about the stand 
ard below said spud. I 

3. A practice tee as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
standard has a lower tapered end portion, and a support 
ing medium is provided for the standard comprising two 
spaced apart feet and a cross-piece secured to said feet 
and having a hole therein, for the frictional engagement 
of said tapered end portion of the standard therein. 

4. A practice tee as claimed. in claim 1 wherein the 
standard has a lower tapered end. portion, and a support 
ing medium is provided for the standard comprising two 
crossed supporting feet having interengaging portions, 
a substantially L-shaped member having a horizontal leg 
adapted to be clamped between the interengaging por 
tions of the feet and a vertical legv adapted to engage 
the standard on one side thereof and to force the sub 
stantially diametrically opposite side of the tapered end 
portion against the interengaged portion of one of said 
feet when the lower end portion of the standard is in 
serted between the vertical. leg, of said. member and the 
interengaged portion of said one foot, and means for 
rigidly clamping. said feet and member together. 

5. A practice tee as claimed in claim 1 wherein- said 
sleeve has a frictional sliding ?t on said standard where 
by the sleeve will be automatically retained’in its verti 
cally adjusted position and stop. means are provided on 
the bellows-for engaging the'zupperrend of the standard 
to prevent the upper end of the standard from entering 
the bellows. 
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