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"'- vThe present invention relates to shelving and more par 
”ticularly to a detachable divider for cooperation with 
“Shelving in forming bins. 

' It is anrobject of thisinvention to provide a detachable 
'ishelf divider which may be readily hooked‘into position 
on top of the shelf and over the front and rear edges of 
the shelf to divide the area above the shelf into bins,'and 

v‘which divider is also adjustable lengthwise of the shelf. 
,A ‘further object of this invention relates to the provi 

sion of a shelf divider with novel means for detachably 
interlocking it with the front and rear edges of the shelf 
' without ‘the necessity of using any fastening means. 

Yet, a further object of this invention is to provide a 
;shelf divider with means for interlocking ‘it in snap-on 
relation-with the front edge of the shelf in such a manner 
-as to bind it frictionally to the shelf. 

‘Another and'further object of this invention is to pro 
“vide detachable snap-on means for securing the frontend 
'of a divider to the edge of a shelf and which can be 
readily concealed by a plate such, for example, as the 
indicia or name plate which is commonly usedto iden 
~'ti'fy1the contents of the different bins formed on the shelf 
by the divider. 
In accordance with the general features of this inven 

tion there is provided in a shelf constructionincluding 
ra'lshelf having front and back vertical edges, a divider 
comprising an angular element including a vertical .divid 
ing portion and a base portion for resting on the top of 
the shelf, the base portion having a downwardly turned 
?ange at one end for engagement of the back edge of the 
‘shelf and a grooved ?ange at its other end for engagement 
of the front edge of the shelf, and terminating in an angu— 
lar lip for engagement in the grooved ?ange behind the 
‘front edge of the shelf to hold the divider in tight snap 
on engagement with both edges of the shelf. 

Another feature of the invention relates to the provi 
sion of a name or indicia plate in the foregoing construc 
vtionrspaced from but concealing the angular lip of the 
divider detachably held in the grooved ?ange. 

Other objects and features of this invention will .more 
fully appear from the following detailed description taken 
in connection with the accompanying drawings which 
illustrate a single embodiment thereof and in which: 

Figure l is a fragmentary perspective view of a cabinet 
with a shelf having a series of bin dividers of my inven 
tion applied thereto and showing the name plate broken 
,away to illustrate the snap-on connection between the 

1 front end of the divider and the front end of the shelf; 
Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional 

view taken on substantially the line lI—Il of Figure l 
and clearly showing the snap-on connection between the 
front end of the divider and the front of the shelf and 
how it is concealed by the name plate; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of my novel snap-on 
. .vbin divider; and 
‘ . -.Figure 4 is a modi?ed form of shelf divider wherein 

the indicia plate is attached to the front ?ange of the 
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2 
divider in such a way as to conceal its snap-on-engage 
ment with the front part of a shelf. 
As shown on the drawings: 
The reference character 8 designates generally a-con 

ventional type of cabinet which may be madeof steel. 
This cabinet may include any number of shelves'9 and, 
in addition, may or may not have a back wall ‘10 as ‘de 
sired. Each shelf has a downwardly turned ‘rear ?ange 
9a de?ning the back edge of the shelf and a down 
wardly turned front ?ange 9b de?ning the front edge 
of the shelf. The back ?ange 9a is not necessarily 
fastened to the back wall 10 so that a space 11 can-be 
provided between the wall and this ?ange 9a. ' ‘This 
space may exist initially or may be ‘provided by-push 
ing rearwardly a portion of the back wall when ‘the 
divider 12 is inserted in position, as will become more 
evident hereinafter. 
A series of sheet metal dividers designated generally 

by the reference character 12 may be detachably 
mounted on the top of each shelf 9. They areadjust 
able lengthwise of the shelf in accordance with the fea 
tures of this invention. Each divider includes a vertical 
dividing portion 13 proper and a'base portion 14 at right 
angles thereto adapted to rest on the top ‘surface of the 
shelf 9 (Figure 3). In addition, each divider includes 
at its rear end, when in position on ‘the shelf, .azdown 
wardly extending ?ange or back-up shelf divider-‘por 
tion 15 adapted to be jammed between. the vshelf ?ange 
9a and the back wall 10 in the space 11, asshownin 
Figure 2. If the cabinet does not have a back wall then 
the ?ange 15 would merely engage down over ,the- shelf 
?ange 9a. - 
Now in order to hold frictionally the divider in posi 

tion on the shelf, the front of the divider is provided 
with a downwardly extending ?ange 16 which is adapted 
to be placed over the front edge or ?ange 9b .of the 
shelf. This ?ange 16 has its lower extremity at.a.<sub~ 
stantial angle to the flange proper and ‘preferably :in» 
clined rearwardly into a lip 17 beneath the shelf .and 
the base portion 14 of the divider. This lip -is adapted 
to frictionally bind against a vertical ?ange or;_exten 
sion .19 integral with the front ?ange'edge 9b of'xthe 
shelf. ' 

The angular lip 17 is generally of .a V-shaped :cross 
section with its apex extending rearwardly under ‘the 
shelf 9. The lip 17 is adaptedto ;be snapped-into'the 
generally V-shaped grooved area or groove 18 formed 
in the front ?ange extension 19 of the shelf. 

It will be noted that the extension ,of the front; ?ange 
or edge 9b has fastened to it a vertically __extending 
indicia or name plate 20 having inwardly turned upper 
and lower edges 21—21. The upper portion of :;this 
name plate 20 is spaced from the shelf ?ange9b sothat 
the lip 17 of the divider may be pressed-between-the 
name plate 20 and the ?ange 9b for snap-on engagement 
in the groove 18. Moreover, by having the-name plate 
20 extend upwardly over the point of .engagementof 
the lip 17 in the groove 18, it is not'only possible to 
conceal this engagement but also to use theeinamegplate 
as a guide for guiding the lip 17 downwardlyqinto .the 
groove 18 in the mounting of the divider 12,-on the 
shelf 9. 

It will be understood that the nameplateltltis adapted 
to extend lengthwise of the front ?ange 9b ;of theshelf 
as shown in Figure l and is adapted to have slid yllltO 
it cards with indicia thereonfor identifying the. contents 
of the bins provided by the dividers 12. 

In mounting the divider in position .itish?rst mounted 
over the shelf and its rear ?ange 15 is jammedbetween 
the shelf ?ange 9a and the back wall 10 in the space 11 
as shown in Figure 2. The back-up divider portion'lS 
engages against rear ‘?ange 9b operating as‘ aback-up 
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which resists forward movement of the divider enabling 
the lip 17 to be resiliently sprung as it is engaged in the 
groove 18 on the ?ange 9b. Then the front ?ange 16 is 
pressed dovmwardly in the space between the name plate 
20 and the front shelf ?ange 9b causing the angular lip 
17 to be resiliently snapped into the ‘groove 18 in the 
front shelf ?ange 9b. This results in a tight resilient fric 

. tional binding of the divider to the shelf and whereby 
the angular lip 17 will resist displacement of the divider. ‘ 

It is to be appreciated, however, that the position of 
the divider on the shelf may be easily adjusted by simply 
disengaging the lip 17 of the divider from the groove 18 
and by sliding the divider longitudinal along the shelf 9. 

In Figure 4, I have shown a modi?cation of the inven 
tion wherein the shelf divider 12' is identical to the di 
vider 12 with the exception that it also carries on its 

; front ?ange 16' an indicia plate 20' having turned mar 
ginal edges 21'—21’ between which a card or the like 
can be slid. On the rear side of the plate 20' is a spacer 
22' which is secured to the front ?ange 16’ of the divider 
9’. The lower rear side of [the plate 20’ also has attached 
to it a spacer 23’ which serves to space the plate 20’ 
from the lower part or ?ange 19’ of the shelf 9’. 
The shelf 9' is identical to the shelf 9 with the exception 

that it does not have attached to it the indicia plate 20. 
It has its front ?ange 19' provided with a depression 18' 
in whichlthe angular terminal 17’ of the divider is adapted 
to be snapped as in the preferred form. 

This form of the invention operates in the same Way 
as in the previously described one with the exception 
that the indicia plate for concealing the snap-on con 
nection between the divider and the shelf is concealed 
by the indicia plate carried by the divider instead of by 
the shelf. 

. I claim as my invention: 
1. In a shelf construction, a shelf having opposed 

- edges, and a detachable divider in snap-on frictional 
engagement with said shelf, front and back angularly 
extending shelf portions disposed at the opposed edges 
of said shelf, said divider comprising an angular element 
including an upstanding dividing portion and a base por 
tion resting on the top of said shelf, said divider having 

'a ?rst angularly extending back-up divider portion at 
one of the edges to engage in longitudinally slidable re 
lation with one of said shelf portions and a second angu 

- larly extending divider portion at ‘the other of the edges 
of said divider in detachable snap-on frictional engage 

-' ment with the other of said shelf portions with said back 
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up divider portion providing a back-up for said detach- ' 
able frictional engagement between said second divider 
portion and said other of said shelf portions, said second 
angularly extending divider portion and said other of 

' said shelf portions having a grooved area and an exten 
sion therebetween with the extension in detachable snap 
on frictional inter-locked engagement with the grooved 
area, said divider being adjustable relative to said shelf 
when said extension is disengaged from said grooved 

P area by bodily moving said divider including sliding said 
back-tap divider portion along said one of said shelf 

\ portions to a predetermined position and again inter 
locking said extension in said grooved area. 

2. In a shelf construction, a shelf having opposed 
‘edges, and a detachable divider in snap-on frictional 
engagement with said shelf, front and back angularly 

~' extending shelf portions disposed at the opposed edges 
, of said shelf, said divider comprising an angular element 
I including an upstanding dividing portion and a base por 
tion resting on the top of said shelf, said divider having 
a ?rst angularly extending back-up divider portion at 
one of the edges to engage in longitudinally slidable rela 

. tion with one of said shelf portions and a second angu 
larly extending divider portion at the other of the edges 
of said divider in detachable snap-on frictional engage 
ment with the other of said shelf portions with said 

. back-up divider portionproviding a back-up for said de~ 
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tachable frictional engagement between said second di 
vider portion and said other of said shelf portions, said 
second angularly extending divider portion and said other 
of said shelf portions having a grooved area and an 
extension therebetween with the extension in detachable 
snap-on frictional inter-locked engagement with the 
grooved area, said divider being adjustable relative to 
said shelf when said extension is disengaged from said 
grooved area by bodily moving said divider including 
sliding said back-up divider portion along said one of 
said shelf portions to a predetermined position and again 
inter-locking said extension in said grooved area, said 
divider being formed from a single strip of material 
with said generally angularly extending divider portions 
emanating from and integral with said base portion. 

3. In a shelf construction, a shelf having opposed 
edges, and a detachable divider in snap-on frictional 
engagement with said shelf, front and back angularly 
extending shelf portions disposed at the opposed edges 
of said shelf, said divider comprising an angular element 
including an upstanding dividing portion and a base 
portion resting on the top of said shelf, said divider 
having a ?rst angularly extending back-up divider por 
tion at one of the edges to engage in longitudinally 
slidable relation with one of said shelf portions anda 
second angularly extending divider portion at the other 
of the edges of said divider in detachable snap-on fric 
tional engagement with the other of said shelf portions 
with said back-up divider portion providing a back-up 
for said detachable frictional engagement between said 
second divider portion and said other of said shelf por 
tions, said second angularly extending divider portion 
and said other of said shelf portions having a grooved 
area and an extension therebetween with the extension 
in detachable snap-on frictional inter-locked engagement 
with the grooved area, said divider being adjustable rela 
tive to said shelf when said extension is disengaged from 
said grooved area by bodily moving said divider includ 
ing sliding said back-up divider portion along said one 
of said shelf portions to a predetermined position and 
again inter-locking said extension in said grooved area, 
said grooved area having a V-shaped groove extending 
along the length of said front shelf portion and said 
second divider portion carrying said extension being 
shaped for nesting detachable engagement with said V 

_ shaped groove. 

4. In combination, a shelf structure including a shelf 
panel and with the shelf structure having rearward and 
forward oppositely facing edge surfaces and a shelf 
divider carried by said shelf structure which divider lies 
in a plane intersecting said rearward and forward op 
positely facing surfaces, said shelf divider having ?ange 
structure extended along its length with spaced ?ange 
portions thereof each cooperable with one of said rear 
ward and forward oppositely facing edge surfaces, and 
snap-on resiliently de?ectable shelf divider retaining 
structure between one of said ?ange portions and one 
of said rearward and forward oppositely facing edge 
surfaces which is associated therewith securing said shelf 
divider against relative sideways tipping and against rela 
tive rearward to forward movement by placing the ?ange 
portions under resilient tension with respect to the edge 
surfaces on the shelf divider. , 

5. The combination of claim 4 further characterized 
by said shelf divider retaining structure including a 
grooved area and a resiliently de?ectable extension re 
tainingly cooperable in snap-on relation with respect 
thereto and upon the release of the resilient tension 
with said shelf divider being slidable longitudinally with 
respect to said shelf panel and securable under tension 
in an adjusted position upon the re-engagement of said 
resiliently de?ectable extension with said grooved area. 

6. The combination of claim 5 further characterised 
by one of said ?ange portions on said divider comprising 
said resiliently de?ectable extension and by said grooved 
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area extending longitudinally of one of said oppositely 
facing edge surface and with a plurality of said shelf 
dividers being sustained by said shelf structure with said 
shelf dividers being cooperable therewith in the same 
manner. 

7. The combination of claim 4 further characterized 
by said ?ange structure including a base portion with 
said ?ange portions being underturned with respect there 
to into confronting relation with respect to said rearward 
and forward edge surfaces and with concealing flange 
structure disposed forwardly of the shelf structure car 
ricd by one of said ?ange portions and said ?ange struc 
ture in overlying concealing protective relation with re— 
spect to said shelf divider retaining structure. 
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