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This invention relates to a universally adjustable sup 
port for a shower head and particularly to a universally 
adjustable support for the shower head of a convention 
al household bath shower. ' - 

The support of the present invention is operable to 
support the head for universal bodily adjustment to dif 
ferent locations and for adjustment directionally in each 
of the locations, as ,a result of which both the desired 
location and desired direction of discharge ofithe head 
can be obtained concurrently. _ . 

Heretofore, household showers have been provided in 
which the conduit leading from a supply pipe to the 
shower head is, in the form of a ?exible metal conduit 
which is su?iciently sti? and resistant to ?exure not only 
to .support the shower head in different positions and 
at different elevations to which the shower head may be 
moved bodily by flexure of the conduit butralso to sup 
port the head in the position in which the head is ad 
justed directionally. ' . ‘ 

A number of bene?ts are obtained by this prior ar 
rangement. The shower head not only can be moved 
to di?erent levels from one above the head of the opera— 
tor to one near the levelof the top' of the tub but also 
can be directed to any part of the tub and thus, in 
addition to its use in the conventional manner of using 
an ordinary shower, it can be used for rinsing out the 
tub, washing the hair, bathing children, and for pro 
cedures in which it is desired to con?ne the application 
of water to a very limited part of the body or space 
ywithout splashing.v , 

.Such conduits are relatively stiff and there are in~ 
stances in which the user may prefer a more ?exible 
conduit which in and of itself, in a length‘ such as re 
quired to reach the desired levels, is inadequate to sup 
port the head in bodily and directionally adjusted posi 
tions by its own inherent resistance to ?exure. In order 
to combine the bene?ts heretofore obtained by a more 
readily ?exible conduit with the advantages obtained by 
one of much greater resistance to ?exure, the device of 
the present invention is provided. 

In accordance with the present invention, a ?exible 
conduit, which is connected at one end to a water sup 
ply pipe, is connected at its other end to a shower head. 
The conduit is of a length which makes it possible to ad 
just the head bodily from a position above head level 
to one at least near to the upper level of the bath tub. 
The ?exible conduit is one which, when of. such length 
and unsupported between its ends, has insu?icient resis 
tance to ?exure to enable it to support the head in ad 
justed positions. Consequently a support is combined 
with the conduit and. head. The support is one which 
is adapted to be supported in diiferent adjusted positions 
relative to the bath tub and to be detachably connected 
to either the conduit or the shower head so as to sup 
port the shower head in various locations to which the 
head is moved bodily and to direct the head any selected 
direction in each location. . 

Further, the support is one which, in operating effect, 
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shortens the conduit to an e?ective length so short that 
it is su?icient to hold the shower head in the bodily and 
directionally adjusted positions desired. 
The support of the present combination is one 

which is relatively simple in construction and I eco 
nomical to manufacture. ' 

Various other objects'and advantages of the present in 
vention will become apparent from the following de 
scription wherein reference is made to the drawings, in 
which: 1 ' 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a water inletv pipe, 
?exible conduit, shower head, and the installed support 
of the present invention, illustrating a preferred embodi 
ment of the combination of the present invention; a 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of a form of the preferred 
embodiment'of the support used in the present invention; 

Fig. 3 is a front elevational and partial vertical sec 
tional view of the support, and is taken'on the line 3--3 
in Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view of the support 
of Fig. 2 and is taken on lines 4—4 in Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a to plan view of, a modi?ed form of the 
support; ' 1 

Fig. 6 is a viewsimilar to Fig. 1 showing the ?exible 
conduit, shower head, and another modi?ed form of the 
support; and - 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged perspective view of the support 
illustrated in Fig. 6., a ‘ . 

‘ Referring to the drawings, the invention is shown as 
used in a conventional household bathtub shower in 
which an inlet pipe P for the shower head extends 
through the bathroom wall W at a level near the head 
level of the user. ' . v _ 

The present invention includes a ?exible conduit 1 of 
a length such as is required to reach from the head 
level to a level near the top of the tub, its inherent 
resistance to ?exure is so low that it cannot support the 
shower head in adjusted position. 
The?exible conduit 1 preferably is a length of the 

conventional spirally wound strip metal with adjacent 
convolutions interlocked and water-proofed by incorpora~ 
tion of a seal between the convolutions, or it may be of 
the ‘type of ?exible conduit of which the joints between 
the convolutions are not water-proofed but in which a 
separate hose, or water-proof ?exible tube, is provided as 
‘a liner. " 

The conduit has at one of its ends a suitable ?tting 2 
by which it is detachably connected to the pipe P.v The 
opposite one of its ends is connected to a shower-head 
3. The conduit preferably is suf?ciently ?exible so that 
if it is supported only at the ?tting 2, and not at any , 
point between its ends, it can merely suspend the head 
from the ?tting 2 and cannot support it in bodily ad 
justed positions at a higher level. 
The support for the conduit 1 may comprise the body 

member 4 having thereon a means by which it can be 
fastened to a support. In the form illustrated, the body 
4 is one which is adapted to be frictionally engaged-with, 
and slid along, the conduit 1 to different adjusted posi 
tions in which the portion of the conduit remaining be? 
tween the ?tting 2. and the body 4 operates as the prin 
cipal means for supporting the head from the ?tting 2. 

Accordingly, the body 4 is provided with a passage 5 
extending endwise therethrough and of which the walls 
adapted to ?t closely the exterior of the conduit 1 so 
that the body 4 may he slid lengthwise of the conduit. 
In order to hold the body 4 in the position to which it is 
moved along the conduit, suitable clamping means are 
provided. In the form illustrated in Figs. 2 through 4, 
the clamping means may comprise a carrier 6 which is se 
cured by one of its ends to the body 4 and which, at its 
other ;or free end, carries a friction shoe 7 for resiliently 
frictionally engaging the conduit 1. ' ' ' ' 
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_ Mounted on the body 4 is a spring clip 8 which pro 
vides the holding part of the support. This holding part 
has an arm 9 spaced laterally from one side of the body 
4 for receiving the conduit 1 between the arm and body 
and for frictionally holding the conduit, where engaged, 
in adjusted position relative to the body. . 
_ The clip 8 has an integral base portion 10 by which it 
is secured by a pivot 11 in face to face juxtaposition to 
the body for rotation about the axis of the pivot. The 
grip of the arm 9 and body 4 on the conduit there 
between is su?icient to prevent accidental displacement 
of the conduit due to the weight of the conduit and 
shower head, reactance force of the discharged water, 
etc, yet permit the conduit to be slid therethrough ‘end 
wise to adjusted positions while gripped, and to be de 
tached therefrom readily by an operator. The clip, being 
connected to the body 4 for rotation about the pivot 11, 
can be adjusted to different positions so that when the con 
duit 1 is accommodated therein the entire holding part 
may be turned to direct the shower head to the position 
desired. 

In the form illustrated, the width of the side of the 
body is such that the conduit can be gripped therebe 
tween only when the clip 8 is positioned from 45° to 
one side of its median position illustrated to 45 ." to the 
other side. Ordinarily the amount of directional posi 
tioning of the conduit a?orded by this 90° movement is 
adequate. If a greater amount is desired, the body can be 
made wider. 

Also, further directional adjustment is obtainable by 
gripping the conduit between the body 4 and arm 9 at 
a location a few inches from the head 3 and ?exing the 
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conduit for additional directional adjustment. The length . 
of the tube between the clip 8 and shower head, being 
very short, is of itself sti? enough to support the shower 
head in the position to which the head is directed by such 
?exure. 

For fastening the base portion 10 of the clip to the 
body 4 so as to permit it to be rotated to different posi 
tions yet frictionally held in the position to which ro 
tated, the base 10 may be slightly dished or sprung so 
as to act as a spring washer. A force transmitting mem 
ber, which may be in the form of a pin 12, is mounted 
in the body for movement laterally thereof and is ar 
ranged with one end in engagement with the base por 
tion 10 and the other end in engagement with the car 
rier 6. The pin is su?iciently longer than the normal 
distance between the base portion 10 and carrier 6 so that 
it stresses them relatively apart. Due to the spring e?ect 
of the base portion 10, and of the carrier 6, which may 
also be spring metal or relatively stiff metal, the pin 12 
is held in ?rm frictional engagement with the base por 
tion 10 so as to yieldably resist its rotation about the 
pivot 11 and also presses against the carrier 6 so as to 
dispose the friction shoe 7 into ?rm frictional engage 
ment with the conduit 1, thus yieldably frictionally resist 
ing movement of the body along the conduit 1 and rota 
tion of the body about the conduit 1. 
With this arrangement, the body 4 can be rotated about 

the axis of the conduit to any desired adjusted rotated 
position, can be moved ‘to any desired adjusted position 
along the conduit, and can support the shower head in 
any adjusted position of the body. Furthermore, in each 
position of the body 4, the clip 8 may be adjusted by 
rotation about the axis of the pivot 11. Also, the por 
tion of the conduit between the body 4 and head 3 can 
be ?exed for additional adjustment. The combination 
of these two latter adjustments adjust the head direc 
tionally and retain the head in the directionally adjusted 
position. 
The conduit 1, while readily ?exible when considered 

as a whole in the total length required, is not so readily 
?exible for any short portion of its length as the incre 
ment of movement between adjacent convolutions of the 
conduit is quite limited and their resistance to move 
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ment is considerable. Accordingly, as the total move 
ment during ?exure is distributed over a lesser part of 
the length, the ?exibility is‘ greatly reduced. The ease 
of flexure, therefore, is in a direct proportional rela 
tionship to the length. Thus, if the body 4 is moved to a 
position along the conduit 1 near to the ?tting 2, the 
length of conduit between the ?tting and the body 4 
becomes relatively short and correspondingly relatively 
sti?. Likewise, when the part of the conduit 1 between 
the head 3 and the body 4 is relatively short, this part 
is relatively sti?. 

Referring next to Fig. 5, a modi?ed form of a support 
of the type which is to be adjusted along the conduit 1 
is illustrated. In this type, a body 15 is provided with a 
passage 16 in which the conduit 1 is to be received. The 
body comprises two portions, 15a and 15b, which at one 
side of the passage 16 are secured together by means of 
bolts 17. At the opposite side of the passage 16, the 
portions 15a and 15b are connected by means of a bolt 
18 and a dead center cam 19 which is rotatable by means 
of a lever 20 in such a manner as to draw the portions 
15a and 15b toward each other and to release them for 
separation, respectively. The passage 16 is made slightly 
less in diameter than the conduit 1 so that the body 15 
can be clamped ?xedly onto the conduit in any prese 
lected adjusted position therealong. A spring clip 21 for 
securing the conduit to the body at another location than 
that at which vthe body is clamped thereto, is secured to 
the body by suitable means such as the bolt 17, nut 22, 
and a spring washer 23. 

If desired, a suitable upright rod may be placed on the 
wall of the bathroom alongside the shower, the rod being 
of such diameter it can be accommodated in the passage 
of a body such as the body 4 or the body 15, so that 
the body can be adjusted therealong. 
For use in those bathrooms in which the wall surface 

is adequate for gripping by a suction cup, the form illus 
trated in Figs. 6 and 7 may be used. In this form the 
support may comprise a bracket 25 having connected 
thereto a rubber suction cup 26 by virtue of which the 
bracket can be detachably secured in any adjusted posi 
tion on a wall adjacent the tub. Connected to the 

' bracket is a spring clip 27 which is rotatable to di?erent 
adjusted positions relative to the bracket 25 and which is 
adapted to resiliently engage and hold the conduit 1 of 
the present combination, as indicated in Fig. 6. By secur 
ing the conduit in the clip 27 near the shower head, the 
shower head can be adjusted to the position desired 
vertically and transversely and also, in any of said posi 
tions, the head can be directed for directing the jet or 
spray where desired and held in the position and direc 
tion selected. 

It is apparent from the foregoing description that in 
the present combination, the shower head may be ad 
justed bodily to various positions desired merely by 
doubling the conduit back into a loop, adjusting the pres 
ent support to dispose it at or near one end of the loop, 
securing the support to the conduit at a location at or 
near the other end of the loop, and preferably near to 
the head. - In this bodily adjusted position, the direction 
of the shower head can be adjusted by ?exing the portion 
of the conduit disposed between'the support and head. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A support for the conduit of a shower head and 

comprising a body member having an elongated passage 
therein, a carrier member in the pasage, a friction shoe 
on the carrier, a grip member on the outside of the body 
member and having a conduit engaging portion and an 
attaching portion, attaching means connecting the attach 
ing portion of the grip member and a portion of the car~ 
rier, which is spaced from the shoe, to said body member, 
a force transmitting member extending through the‘ body 
member and having operative engagement with said car 
rier member and said grip member. 

2. A support for the conduitof a shower ‘head and 
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comprising a body member having an elongated passage 
therein, a friction shoe carried by the body member in 
the pasasge and movable toward and away from the axis 
of the passage for frictionally engaging a conduit in the 
passage, a grip member on the outside of the body mem 
ber and having a conduit engaging portion and an 
attaching portion, said conduit engaging portion being 
adapted to receive the conduit radially and to hold the 
conduit frictionally, attaching means connecting the at 
taching portion of the grip member to the body member 
for rotation relative to the body member, and force trans 
mitting means, including a member extending through 
the body member, having an operative connection with 
said shoe for urging the shoe toward the axis of the 
passage and having operative engagement with said at 
taching portion for frictionally resisting rotation thereof. 

3. A support for a ?exible conduit of a shower head 
and comprising a body member having an elongated 
passage therethrough accommodating a conduit for axial 
movement, a friction shoe mounted in the passage for 
movement toward and away from the axis of the pas 
sage, a gripping member on the outside of the body mem 
ber having a base portion pivotally mounted on the body 
member for rotation about an axis extending in a direc 
tion generally transversely of the passage, resilient means 
operatively connected to the shoe and base portion 
through the body member and urging the shoe toward 
the axis of the passage and pressing against the base 
portion in a direction outwardly from the body member 
and thereby frictionally resisting rotation of the base 
portion, and a gripping arm on the base portion operable 
to receive the conduit in gripping position by movement, 
of the conduit radially, and detachably and resiliently 
to grip and hold the conduit. 

4. In a combination including a shower head, a ?exible 
supply condiut connected thereto and adapted for con 
nection to a water supply pipe, a support supported solely 
by the conduit and including {a rigid body member hav 
ing a passage therethrough accommodating the conduit 
for axial sliding movement, resiliently yieldable friction 
means carried by the body member and in engagement 
with the conduit and frictionally resisting said sliding‘ 
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movement, a resilient gripping member on the exterior of 
the body member adjacent the passage and spaced later 

I ally from’ the passage and having a conduit gripping por 
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tion operative to receive the conduit in gripping relation ‘ 
by movement of the conduit radially, to grip the con 
duit detachably and resiliently at a portion of the conduit 
outside of the passage, to resist frictionally axial sliding 
movement of the conduit relative to the gripping member 
and radial movement of the conduit out of engagement 
with the gripping member, means pivotally connecting 
the gripping member to the body member for rotation 
of the gripping member relative to the body member 
about an axis extending in a direction generally trans 
versely of the passage, resiliently yieldable friction means 
carried by one of the members and in continuous resili 
ent pressure contact with the other one of the members 
for frictionally resisting relative rotation of the members, 
the frictional resistance imparted by the ?rst mentioned 
friction means and by the gripping member permitting, 
respectively, independent manual axial movement of the 
conduit in the passage and relative‘ to the gripping mem- ' 
ber against the frictonal resistance, and frictionally re-_ 
taining the conduit, with the shower head attached, in 
the axial positions to which it is moved manually rela-, 
tive to the members, and the frictional resistance im- - 
parted by the friction means which resist rotation of the 
gripping member permitting manual rotation of the grip 
ping member against the frictional resistance, and fric 
tionally retaining the gripping member, while the conduit 
is gripped thereby, in the rotated position to which the 
gripping member has been rotated manually. 
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