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1 Claim. (Cl. 59-82) 

This invention relates generally to wrist band construc 
tions, and is particularly directed to expansible bands for 
use with Wrist-watches. 

Heretofore, as is well known to those versed in the art, 
expansible wrist bands of the lazy tong chain type have 
not been entirely satisfactory. For example, while such 
bands are capable of substantial expansion, they are not 
well adapted to properly ?t the great variety of wrist 
sizes. That is, prior wrist band constructions were fre 
quently insuf?ciently expansible to pass over a wearer’s 
hand, insufliciently contractible to snugly embrace a wear 
er’s wrist, or were too tight about a wearer’s wrist to afford 
adequate freedom of wrist movement, with the chain links. 
excessively spread apart and thus marring the appearance 
of the band. It has been attempted to produce expansible 
chain wrist bands in different lengths to overcome these 
dif?culties, but such attempts cause substantial and some 
times prohibitive increases in the costs of production and 
merchandising. As a result, jewelers often ?nd it neces 
sary to shorten or lengthen expansion bands to suit the 
individual purchaser, which procedure presently involves 
cutting, brazing, and other tedious and time-consuming 
operations, and usually impairs the durability and ap 
pearance of the band. 

Further, it is presently considered necessary to manu 
facture wrist-watch bands in a plurality of different widths, 
each corresponding to a width necessary for connection to 
a particular Watch. This, of course, increases the re 
tailers’ stock requirements, reduces manufacturing runs, 
and hence adds to the ultimate cost. 

Accordingly, it is a general object of the present inven 
tion to provide improvements in expansible watch band 
constructions which cure the above-mentioned disadvan 
tages, and which enable persons of only ordinary skill to 
rapidly and efficiently shorten or lengthen an expandible 
watch band any amount necessary to properly ?t a pur 
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chaser’s wrist, to thereby enhance the appearance of the _ 
band and afford optimum freedom of wrist movement and 
protection against loss and damage. 

It is a more particular object of the present invention 
to provide an improvement in expansible watch bands 
whereby any desired number of links may be quickly and 
easily added to or removed from a band, and wherein 
such alteration is not visually discernible in the altered 
product, so that ‘a standard size band may be readily 
adjusted at the point of ultimate sale to perfectly ?t all 
wrist sizes without its appearance being impaired or 
marred in any way. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
an improvement in watch band constructions having the 
advantageous characteristics mentioned in the foregoing 
paragraphs, and wherein a single watch band may be 
provided with end pieces of any selected size for attach 
ment to various watches otherwise requiring bands of 
diiferent widths. The connector members may be simply 
and rapidly interchanged, :also without the need for spe 
cial tools or skills, and without impairing the factory fresh 
appearance of a band. 
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It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide an improved watch band construction of the type 
described, which is simple in construction and durable in 
use, and which can be manufactured, adjusted to the re 
quired length and connector width, and sold at a reason 
able cost. ' ‘ 

Other objects of the present invention will become ap 
parent upon reading the following speci?cation and refer 
ring to the accompanying drawings, which form a material 
part of this disclosure. 
The invention accordingly consists in the features of 

construction, combinations of elements, and arrangements 
of parts, which will be exempli?ed in the construction 
hereinafter described, and of which the scope will be 
indicated by the appended claim. 

Fig. 1 is a bottom, partial perspective view showing the 
improved watch band construction of the instant inven 
tion, with a watch connector member being applied there 
to, and partially broken away. for clarity of understand 
mg. 

Fig. 2 is a side view showing the adjustment links and 
connector member of Fig. 1, removed from the expansible 
chain. 

Fig. 3 is a bottom perspective view showing a base 
member of the adjustment link according to the instant 
invention. ' 

Fig. 4 is a top perspective view showing the base plate 
of Fig. 3. ' 

Fig. 5 is a top perspective view showing the connector 
member of Figs. '1 and 2 apart from the assembly thereof. 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing another slightly 
modi?ed form of connector member of the present inven 
tion. , 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view showing still a further modi 
?cation of the connector member 'of the present invention. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view showing another embodi- - 
ment of the connector member of the instant invention. 

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, and 
speci?cally to Fig. 1 thereof, ' the embodiment of the 
invention illustrated therein comprises an expansible band 
or chain, generally designated 10, which may be of the 
lazy tong type, one or more adjustment links 11 and 11a 
connected to one end of the expansible band, and a con 
nector member 13 on the outermost adjustment link for 
connection to a Wrist-watch or the like (not shown). 
Band 10 includes a plurality of bottom links, two being 

partially illustrated at 16 and 17 in the drawings, and a 
plurality of top links 18 and 19 disposed in side by side 
abutting relation when the band is in its normal, con 
tracted condition, and pivotally interconnected by the 
bottom links. The top link 19, which is the terminal link 
of the illustrated expansible band, is of generally plate 
like construction, includes an inwardly extending portion 
or arm 20 pivotally connected, as by a rivet 21 to the 
adjacent top link 18, and is provided with a lost motion 
slot (not shown) for pivotal connection to the bottom 
link 17. I . 

An ornamental, box-like body or cover 22 is secured on 
the‘ upper surface of the top link 18 by bent lugs or 
tabs 25a; and, the plate-like terminal link 19 is of such 
size that a plurality of box-like bodies or covers 23 and 

'- 24 may be secured to its upper surface by bent lugs or se 
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curing tabs 25 and 26, respectively. ~ . 
The outer end of the terminal link 19, longitudinally 

of the-band 10, is provided with a leaf or sheet member 
29 disposed in parallel spaced relation with respect to 
the underside of the terminal link and having its upper 
edge portion, as ‘at 30, ?xedly secured to the terminal 
link. As the leaf or sheet member 29 is symmetrical 
laterally of the band, the partial illustration of Fig. 1 is 
believed sufficient. Thus, the opposite side edges 31 

i of the leaf are unsecured or free, and spaced laterally 
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inwards from opposite sides of the band; and the leaf 
end edge 32 is also unsecured ‘and free of the link 19, and 
faces longitudinally inwards of the band. In practice, 
the leaf 29 is formed as an integral extension on. the 
outer end of the terminal link 19, longitudinally of the 
band 10, and has its free end bent longitudinally in 
wards of the band to de?ne a hook on the underside of 
the terminal link. The extension or leaf 29 is of a re 
duced lateral dimension, to space the side edges 31 in 
wards from the sides of the band, and is further provided 
with access openings or cutouts 33 for manipulating the 
box member securing tabs. 
The adjustment link 11, with its ornamental box-like 

body or cover 36 (see Fig. 1) is best seen in Figs. 3 and 
4, with the cover body removed. The adjustment link 
11 includes a plate-like portion or link proper 37 pro 
vided with a plurality of depressions, as at 38, for re 
ceiving the securing lugs (not shown) of the cover body 
36. In assembly with the expansible band, the link proper 
37 is disposed outwardly of and in side by side rela 
tion with respect to the terminal link 19. The plate por 
tion or link proper 37 is provided on its inner edge, lon 
gitudinally of the band, with a transverse, downwardly 
bent o?'setting portion 39 having a pair of cutouts or 
openings 40 contiguous to a pair of depressions 38. Ex 
tending from the lower edge of the downwardly bent sheet 
portion 39, and offset by the latter relative to the sheet 
portion 37, is a generally ?at sheet portion 41. The 
sheet portion 41 is bent approximately 180° at 42 and 
provided with an additional sheet portion 43 extending 
toward and terminating short of the offsetting portion 
39, at the end edge 44, in substantially parallelism with 
the sheet portion 41. Further, a pair of laterally spaced 
cuts or slots 45 are formed in the sheet portion 43 ex 
tending from the free end edge 44 toward the bend 42, 
and de?ning a pair of laterally spaced tabs 46 which ex 
tend longitudinally of the link. 
Remote from the olfsetting sheet portion 39, the plate 

like link proper 37 is provided with an extension sheet 
or leaf 49, of a lateral dimension less than the distance 
between said tabs so that its side edges 50 are spaced 
laterally inwards from the side edges of the plate proper, 
and bent, as at 51, so as to extend in parallelism with 
the link proper toward the offsetting sheet portion 39, 
terminating at a free end edge 52 spaced from the oli 
setting sheet portion. The sheet member 49 is cut out or 
open at 53, contiguous to av pair of recesses 38, and 
corresponding to the cutouts 33 of the leaf 29, as will 
appear more fully hereinafter. 
Viewed otherwise, the adjustment link 11 may be con 

sidered as a base sheet 54 of generally $—shaped con?gu 
ration with the box-like body 36 secured to the base 
sheet. More particularly, the link proper or plate 37 
and its ‘bent extension 49 de?ne one open loop, hook, 
or hooked sheet member, generally designated 55, and 
the sheet portions 41, 42 and 43 de?ne another open 
loop, hook, or hooked sheet member, generally designated 
56, which is connected to the loop 55 by the sheet por~ 
tion 39 to de?ne the S-shaped base sheet. The adjust 
ment link 11 is completed by securement of the box 36 
to the outer face of the link proper 37 with the secur 
ing tabs bent into the recesses 38 through the openings 
40 and 53. 

It will now be appreciated that the sheet portion or 
leaf 49 of the adjustment link 11 is substantially identical 
to the sheet portion or leaf extension 29 of the terminal 
link 19. , 

Before assembling the adjustment link 11 with the 
terminal link'f‘19, one of the laterally spaced tabs 46 of 
the laterally open book 56 is deformed or bent on a 
transverse line toward the sheet portion 41, as seen in 
Figs. 3 and 4, to close one side of the last named hook. 
The adjustment link 11 may then be manipulated to in 
sert one side edge portion 31 of the leaf 29 into the open 
side of the hook 56 until the leaf extension abuts against 
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the deformed tab 46. As the leaf extension is of smaller 
lateral dimension than that of the hook 56, the unde 
formed tab 46 will be disposed just laterally outwards of 
the leaf extension, so that deformation of the last-men 
tioned tab on a transverse line toward the sheet portion 
41 will close both sides of the book 56 and prevent lateral 
withdrawal of the leaf extension from the hook. In 
this condition, the link proper or plate 37 is disposed 
outwards of and in side by side adjacent relation with 
respect to the terminal link 19, substantially coplanar 
therewith, while the hook or loop 56 extends longitudi 
nally inwards of the chain along the underside of the 
leaf 29 and closely about the inner edge 32 thereof 
into the space between the leaf 29 and terminal link 19. 
This, of course, will prevent or limit longitudinal move 
ment of the adjustment link 11 relative to the terminal 
chain link 19. 

If it is desired to remove the adjustment link 11 from 
the expansion chain 10, it is only necessary to bend one 
of the tabs 46 to its original position in line with the 
sheet portion 43 of the hook 56. This opens one side of 
the hook 56 and permits lateral Withdrawal of the leaf 
29 from the latter hook. 
As the extension sheet portion 49 of the adjustment link 

11 is substantially identical to the hooked leaf extension 
29 of the terminal link 19, it will now be understood that 
any number of adjustment links substantially the same 
as link 11, may be secured one to the other in the same 
manner as described hereinbefore. Adjustment link 11:: 
is substantially identical to adjustment link 11 and illus 
trates this principle. 
The end-connector member 13, see Fig. l and 5, is 

formed with with a tubular portion or sleeve 58 of a 
size adapted to encircle the band connector pin of a 
watch. a A sheet portion 59 extends from one side of the 
sleeve 58, being laterally coextensive with the axial 
dimension of the latter, and is bent at 60, to provide a 
sheet portion 61 disposed in parallelism with the sheet 
portion 59, extending toward and terminating short of 
the sleeve. -Thus, the sheet portions 59, 60 and 61 de 
?ne a laterally open hook or hooked sheet member, gen 
erally designated 62, on the sleeve 58. The sheet por 
tion 61 of the book 62 is provided with a pair of laterally 
spaced cuts or slits 63 opening through the free end 
edge of the hook 62 to de?ne a pair of deformable tabs 
64 corresponding to the tabs 46 of the adjustment link 
11. The hook 62 is adapted to receive the extension 
leaf 49a of the adjustment link 11a in substantially the 
same manner as the hook 56 receives the leaf 29, so that 
deformation of the tabs 64 to close opposite sides of the 
hook 62 will limit relative lateral movement of the hook 
62 and leaf 49a, while separation of the adjustment link 
11a and end-connector member 13 may be readily ef 
fected by merely bending one of the tabs 64 in line with 
the sheet portion 61. 

Although the tube 58 and hook 62 of Figs. 1 and 5 
have been illustrated and described as coextensive later 
ally of the chain 10, it is, of course, appreciated that the 
tube size may be varied in accordance with that required 
for connection to a particular Watch connector pin. 
Hence, Fig. 6 illustrates a slightly modi?ed embodiment 
of the end-connector member, generally designated 13b, 
wherein the tube 53b extends beyond opposite sides of 
the hook 6212, While the tube 580 of the end-connector 
member 130 (see Fig. 7) is smaller than the hook 62c 
laterally of the latter. 

Fig. 8 illustrates still another embodiment of end 
connector member, generally designated 13d, which in 
cludes a curvilinear tube or sleeve 58d and hook 62d. 
the sleeve being adapted for use in conjunction with cir— 
cular or otherwise curved watches. ' . 

Of course, use of the adjustment links and end-con 
nector members is contemplated at either one or both 
ends ofa watch band, as desired. 
From the foregoing, it is seen thatv the present inven 
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tion provides a watch band construction which can be 
simply adjusted to perfectly ?t the wearer’s wrist, and for 
connection to watches of various sizes and shapes, which 
otherwise fully accomplishes its intended objects, and 
which is well adapted to meet practical conditions of 
manufacture and use. 

Although the present invention has been described in 
some detail by way of illustration and example for pur 
poses of clarity of understanding, it is understood that 
certain changes and modi?cations may be made within 
the spirit of the invention and scope of the appended 
claim. 

Having thus described our invention, what we claim as 
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is: 
For use with a wristwatch band of the type having an 

expansible chain of a plurality of links normally disposed 
in side-by-side relation, the terminal link of which has a 
hooked end; an adjustment link comprising a sheet hav 
ing a ?rst end and a second end and two side edges, said 
sheet having an offset intermediate its ends de?ning two 
portions extending oppositely in spaced parallel planes, 
each end being reentrantly bent from the plane of its own 
portion into a plane of the other portion to de?ne a link 
with an S-shaped cross sectional con?guration having two 
oppositely directed hooks, the hook on said ?rst end 
extending from one side edge to the other side edge and 
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6 
having a pair of laterally spaced slots extending from its 
free end inwardly and de?ning a pair of laterally spaced 
tabs de?ectable toward the plane of its own portion, said 
tabs being disposed at opposite side edges of the hook on 
said ?rst end and extending longitudinally of the link, the 
hook on said second end being of a transverse dimension 
less than the distance between said tabs and being dimen 
sioned to ?t laterally between the tabs of an adjacent 
similar link, said tabs on the adjacent link being de?ect 
able toward the body portion of the link along a line 
transverse to the link when the hook of said second end 
of said link is interengaged with the hook and lies be 
tween the tabs of a ?rst end of said adjacent link, whereby 
the opposite sides of said hook on said second end abut 
the inner longitudinal edges of said tabs to prevent rela 
tive lateral separation of said links. 
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