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This invention relates to building construction, and in 
particular, has reference to improvements in the con 
struction of base members that are normally positioned 
adjacent the point where the interior walls meet the ñoor 
of a building. . 

At the present time, the base portions provided for 
use on the interior walls asindicated, are installed by 
a carpenter after the interior walls of the house have 
been finish-plastered in known manner. These base 
members, normally of wood, are installed over the plas 
tered surface, with'the result that the same extend into 
the room area to thus restrict the usable floor space of 
the same. This projection of Wooden base members also 
results in the same being accumulation points for dust 
and other articles of dirt that accrue during the construc 
tion and subsequent usage of the house. In addition, 
the present type of wooden base member is further dis 
advantageous in View of the fact that the services of a 
skilled artisan are required for installation in order to 
present a proper appearance to the finished product. 

It has been suggested on previous occasions to use pre 
formcd'bases, characterized by the presence of a remov 
able front section that would open into an internal cavity 
that would receive the wiring elements that are normally 
employed in h_orne and other construction. 
However, without exception, all of the above referred 

to types of known prior art base construction have in 
volved a structure that projected from the wall surface 
towards the interior of the room, to thus restrict the 
usable floor space thereof while simultaneously serving 
as a collecting point for dirt and other articles. 

In addition to the above referred to disadvantages, base 
members of the known prior art type have been further 
disadvantageous in that the same were normally painted 
a different color than the interior wall surface, to thus 
create a trim effect, with the result that care was neces 
sary in eifectuating such trimming so as to avoid the 
spilling `of paint on the base surface, for example, which 
was to be of a‘ diüerent color or trim than the wall sur 
face of the room being decorated. 

Accordingly, it is one object of this invention to pro 
vide a preformed base that does not require installation 
by a skilled trade artisan. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
preformed base that is recessed with respect to the iin 
ished wall surface of the room in which the same is ern 
ployed, whereby increased iloor space is obtained in said 
room. 

It is a still further object of this invention to provide 
a preformed base of the character described that does 
not project into the interior surface of a room, so that 
no dust collection points are presented. 

It is a still further object of this invention to provide 
a preformed base member that is of simplified construc 
>tion and which can vbe prefabricated and preiinished on 
a mass production basis prior to installation, in view of 
_the fact that the ñníshed surfaces of the same will not 
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by susceptible to marríng during installation of the same. 
These and other objects of the invention will become 

more apparent upon a reading of the following brief spec 
iiication, considered and interpreted in the light of the 
a-ccompanying drawings. 
Of the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective View, partly broken away and 

in section, and illustrating the preferred base installed 
adjacent the wall and floor area of a house. 

Figure 2 is a view partly broken away and in section 
and taken on the lines 2_2 of Figure l. 

Figure 3 is a similar sectional view of a modified form 
of the invention. . 

Referring now to the drawings, and in particular to 
Figure 1 thereof, the improved preformed metal wall base, 
generally indicated at 10, is shown positioned adjacent 
sub-flooring 11, Hoor ñnishing layer 12, studs 13, 13, 
lathing 14, and Wall iinishing plaster 15, so as to inter 
connect these structural elements to form the basic con 
struction of Figure 1 in a manner to be described. 
To this end, the wall base 10 is shown in the preferred 

embodiment of the invention as being of two-piece con 
struction, wherein a plaster supporting member 20 is 
aiïixed to a relatively thin wall-engaging backing plate 
_21 of substantial width in a vertical plane, as by nails 
22, 22; the arrangement being such that both member 
20 and plate 21 are elongated to extend transversely of ' 
the aligned floor finishing layer 12 and the studs 13, 13. 
For the purpose of providing a supporting surface for 

both the lathing 14 and the plaster layer 15, the member 
2t) is shown as being of substantially L-shaped cross 
section, wherein one ñange 23 is provided for coplanar 
abutment with the plate 21, while inwardly horizontally 
extending flange 24 is adapted to receive thereon the 
lathing 14 and plastering layer 15 as indicated in Fig 
ure 1. In order that a smooth and even edge surface 
between the plaster 15 and base 10 may be obtained, 
the flangel 24 further includes a relatively short upturned 
lip 25 which serves as a straightedge for finishing off 
the plaster 15 when the same is being applied over the 
positioned base 10. As previously indicated, the backing 
plate 21 coacts with the member 2i) to providel a unitary 
base member 10, and accordingly, same (plate 21) is 
shown as having a top marginal portion 26a (see Figure 
1) designed for coplanar abutment ofthe llange 23 of 
member 20 therewith; while a horizontal ñange 27 at the 
bottom edge thereof is designed to lie between the sub 
ilooring 11 and the floor finishing layer 12,k with nails 
28, 28 being employed to so secure the ilange 27 with 
respect to the sub-flooring 11. 

Because of the inherent difficulties in securing a uni 
form abutment between the hardwood flooring 12 and 
flange 24, the backing plate 21 is shown formed with'a 
longitudinally coextending rib-like projection 29 uni 
formly spaced above the flange 27 to thereby provide a 
shoe-mold effect which operates to cover any gaps or 
spaces between the marginal edge of finish ñooring 12 and 
the backing plate 21. This spacing between the flange 
27 and projection 29 is shown in the drawings as being 
such that the butt ends of the finish flooring 12 can be 
snugly received therein to provide a iinished installation. 

In use or operation of the improved preformed base 10, 
it will first be assumed that the construction of the build 
ing has proceeded to the point where the sub-flooring 11 
has been installed and further that the rough partitions, 
as defined by the vertically extending studs 13, 13 have 
been erected on the sub-ilooring 11. At this time, the 
preformed base may be installed with respect to the 
aforementioned members by merely positioning the back~ 
ing plate 21 flatly against the studs 13, 13, while >the 
bottom ñange 27 thereof rests upon the sub-llooring 1l, 
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At this' time, nails 28, 28 may be inserted through the 
flange'27 to secure the backing'plate” 21`in this position. 
With the backing plate 21’thus positioned, the top edge 
of the ñange 23 of member k20 may be aligned with the 
‘top edgeÍof pfl‘ange26, and when such alignment is obv 
t'ained,v nails 2,2, '22 'may be driven through' the ̀ fiange 
23 and marginal portion 26a'so as topierce'the studs 13, 
13, and' thus retain the member'20 and ‘b'acking'plate‘21 
in this assembled condition. Completion of the'above 
attachment of the member 20 to the backing 'plate 21 
results in the basemember V10 being >completely installed. 

At‘tbis time, the'lathing’board’ 14 may be installed by 
nailing the same to the studs 13, 13 in the usual manner, 
with the bottom edge thereof 'resting> on the> liangek 24 
as shown in Figure lof the drawings. After‘the installa 
tion ofthe lathing board 14 has‘been completed as indi 
cated, the finish plaster 15 may be installed by merely 
applying the Vsame in'knownjman‘ner with the trimming 
or finishing ofi' ofthe "same being easily effectuated as a 
result of the upturned lip 25 serving as a straightedge. 
When the >finish Plastering has been installed, instal 

lation of the ñoor finishing layer ‘12 may be commenced, 
and it will be notedv that during such installation the 
marginal edges of finishing layer 12 will be concealed 
between the'rib-like projection 29 and the fiange 27, with 
'the result that a smooth appearing, finished product will 
be obtained. Projection 29 provides a downturned con 
tinuous shoulder for engagement with the upper marginal 
edge portions of flooring layer 12. 

It will be noted that as a result of the above construc 
tion, the web portion 26 of backing plate 21, defined be 
tween the flange 24 and rib-like portion 29 is outwardly 
offset with respect to the inner edge of fiange 24 and the 
inner surface of wall surfacing layer 15, and is of sub 
stantially broad lateral area. The inner surface of web 
portion, therefore, may be prefinished during the manu 
facture of the backing plate which by being offset as 
described will not be affected in the normal course of 
events by painting of the plastered wall 15, with the 
vresult that the paint dripping from the wall will not 
fall onto the surface of the web portion 26 to mar or 
otherwisedetract from the appearance of the base 10. 
It will also be seen from the foregoing that the preformed 
base 10 provides a finished product capable of easy 
installation by an ordinary person without the use of 
`specialized skill or tools as are presently required. As an 
additional feature, it will be noted vthat the floor area at 
the point of 'juncture' between the base 10 and the fiooring 
‘layer 12"is'considerably"larger 'than the horizontal area 
of the roomî as‘defined by'the’plaster-finished wall sur- » 
faces, withrthe result that added floor space is provided 
in effect, toi‘increase the " effective size of the room under 
construction. _ 

In the modified form of the invention shown in Figure 
3 of the‘drawings, a substantially'similar type of base 
member is provided, andî accordingly, where indicated, 
like numerals ‘designate like parts. 

Accordingly, the embodiment of the invention shown 
in Figurej3 of the drawings, is‘illustrated as being of 
unitary construction wherein an' elongated continuous 
backing plate 30 is provided atV the bottom edge thereof 
with a flange 31 for reception between the sub-flooring 11 
and the finished ñooring 12, The opposed edge portion 
30a of the plate 30 is shown bent> upon itself so as to 
4define a horizontally extending flange 32r upon which 
the lath 14 and plaster 15 can be received, with nails 33, 
33 being driven between the'bent-over portion of the 
end 30a. As before, van upturned lip 34 is at the free 
outer Aedge of'the'ñange 32 provides a straightedge as an 
‘aid'in properly applying the finish plaster layer 15. 
"Inuse or operation of this modified form of the inven 

ition; nails '(not shown) may be driven through the flange 
31 so as to'secure the' same with >respect to thesub-flooring 
11, and additional nails 33, 33 maybe driven through the 
bent-over end portion 30a` so 'as to ‘secure the same with 
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4 
respect to the studs 13, 13. Plastering and installation of 
the finished ‘floor 12 Amay‘then'be‘'accomplished as pre 
viously described. In this modified form of the invention, 
it will be noted that no projection is illustrated for cover 
ing the ñoor finishing layer 12, and accordingly, if desired, 
a wood trim strip (not shown) may be provided at the 
point of juncture between the floor finishing layer 12 and 
the plate 30. It is to be understood, however, that a 
rib-like projection (not shown) could bel provided in 
this unitary type of construction as previously-described 
in connection with the rib-like projection 29 in Figures l 
and 2. By the same token, it will be> readily seen ‘that 
flange Z7 of Figures 1 and 2 could be omitted to permit 
application of flooring layer 12 subsequent to'installa 
tion of the base unit on a wall structure. Additionally, 
the exposed surface of the ñange 30 may be prefinished 
and the same will not be ymarred or otherwise injured dur 
ing the ensuing construction operation as a result of the 
recessed nature of the same. 
In the preceding paragraphs, ythe component'elements 

of the preformed base 10 have been sectioned to indicate 
that the same are of metal. However, it is to be‘under 
stood that any other material could be employed, and 
that the scope of this invention is not limited tothe'use 
of a metal base member; It is to be similarly under 
stood that the exposed surface of the base member ’could 
be modified to include other types of projections, and 
similarly, that the same could as desired, either `»be pre 
finished or remain unfinished for painting by the owner 
at his option. By like token, the Various flanges and 
base members may be corrugated or otherwise rein 
forced to add rigidity thereto, and such corrugations on 
the base per se could be painted to give a stria't’ed effect. 

It accordingly follows that other modifications ofthe 
invention may be resorted to without departîngfrom lthe 
spirit thereof or the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A wall base asvfor trimming'the lower corners of 

a room defined by wall and floor structures thereof, com 
prising an elongated relatively thin backing plate of sub 
stantial width in a Vertical plane thereof and adapted to 
be attached ñatly against said wall structure adjacent the 
floor structure prior to application of Wall finishingl ma 
terial to the wall structure, said backing plate having an 
inwardly presented rib-like projection coextending length 
wise thereof adjacent the lower marginal portion of the 
same and defining a horizontally presented -shoulder 
adapted to engage along a marginal horizontal-face of a 
door finishinglayer mounted on the floor structurefwith 
the marginal edge of the layer presented toward-«said 
wall structure, said backing plate having-affixed thereon 
an inwardly extending angular ñange Which-is >spaced 
vertlcally below the upper edge of the backing plate and 
providing an upwardly presented seat portion »adapted 
to receive the lower marginal edge portions of wall‘fin 
ishing material applied to said wall structure, a longi 
tudinally continuous web portion of said backing plate 
defined between said flange and said rib-like projection 
thereby being outwardly offset with respect to the inner 
edge of said ñange and thereby adapted to be offset with 
respect to the inner face of said applied finishing mate 
rial, said web portion providing an inwardly and-’sub 
stantially unobstructedly exposed surface of broad lateral 
area. 

2. A wall base as for trimming the lower corners vof 
a room deñned by wall and door structures thereof, corn 
prising an elongated relatively thin backing plate of sub 
stantial width in a vertical plane thereof and adaptedfto 
be attached fiatly against saidwall structure adjacent the 
floor structure prior to application of wall finishing-ma 
terial, said backing plate havingan inwardly. presented 
rib-like projection extending lengthwise thereofadjacent 
the lower marginal portion of the same and’ defining a 
downwardly >presented shoulder'adapted to engage'along 
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the upper marginal face portion of a ñoor ñnishing layer 
mounted on the ñoor structure with the marginal edge 
of the layer presented toward said wall structure, said 
«backing plate having affixed thereon an inwardly -ex~ 
tending angular liange which is spaced vertically below 
the upper edge of the backing plate and providing an 
upwardly presented seat portion adapted to receive the 
lower marginal edge portion of wall iinishing material 
applied to said wall structure, a longitudinally continu 
ous web portion of said backing plate defined between 
said liange and said rib-like projection thereby being 
outwardly oiiïset with respect to the inner edge of said 
iiange and thereby adapted to be offset with respect to 
the inner face of said applied finishing material, said web 
portion providing an inwardly and substantially unob 
structedly exposed surface of broad lateral area. 

3. A wall base as for trimming the lower corners of a 
room deñned by wall and ñoor structures thereof, com 
prising an elongated relatively thin backing plate of sul  
stantial width in a vertical plane thereof and adapted to 
be attached flatly against said wall structure adjacent the 
ñoor structure prior to application of wall finishing ma 
terial, said backing plate having an inwardly presented 
rib-like projection extending lengthwise thereof adjacent 
the lower marginal portion of the same and defining a 
downwardly presented shoulder adapted to engage along 
the upper marginal face portion of a iioor finishing layer 
mounted on the ñoor structure with the marginal edge 
of the layer presented toward said wall, structure, said 
backing plate having affixed thereon an inwardly extend 
ing angular flange which is spaced vertically below the 
upper edge of the backing plate and providing an up 
wardly presented seat portion adapted to receive the 
lower marginal edge portion of wall finishing material Y 
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applied to said wall structure, a longitudinally continu 
ous web portion of said backing plate defined between 
said ilange and said rib-like projection thereby being out 
wardly offset with respect to the inner edge of said iiange 
and thereby adapted to be olîset with respect to the 
inner face of said applied finishing material, said web 
portion providing an inwardly and substantially unob 
structedly exposed surface of lbroad lateral area, said 
angular flange having an upturned lip along the Iforward 
edge thereof, against which a wall finishing tool is en 
gageable to guide the tool coextensively with a plane 
corresponding to said forward face of the iinishing 
material. - 

4. A Wall base as set forth in claim l, said angular 
ñange being one flange of a separate angle bar, the other 
tiauge of which is adapted to seat flatly against the upper 
marginal portion of said backing plate, and means being 
provided for vertically selectively attaching said other 
ñange to said backing plate in variably predetermined 
vertically spaced relation to said rib-like projection. 
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