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This invention relates to mail boxes and, more particu 
larly, to a mail box ?ag which can be mounted upon a 
conventional mail box. 

Mail boxes are used by farmers and rural residents for 
receiving incoming and for containing outgoing mail in 
readiness for pick-up by a rural mail carrier. Because 
of the increased number of rural residents and better 
facilities for delivering the mail, each rural mail carrier 
must service a number of mail boxes greatly in excess of 
'the number which were serviced inthe early days follow 
ing the initiation of the United States rural delivery 
‘service. ' ‘ ' 

'The mail vcarrier sorts mail at a central point such as 
a local post-office, tying the mail in'bundles for different 

This is for convenience in placing the mail 
in the boxes in a predetermined consecutive manner. It 
has long been the custom for rural residents to use mail 
boxes having a ?ag or other signal arm attached there 
to to indicate to the mail carrier whether or not the mail 
box holds outgoing ‘mail for pick-up. Thus, if there is 
'no incoming mail and no outgoing mail on a particular 
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day, there is no need for the mail carrier to make a stop ‘ ' 
at the mail box in question. This is particularly im 
portant where the mail carrier must get out of his vehicle 
and walk for a distance before he can arrive .at the mail 
box. Most mail boxes are now positioned at'the side 
.of highways for accessibility from the vehicle or by 
merely getting out of the vehicle and without the neces 
sity of walking for any appreciable distance. However, 
where weather conditions such as snow drifts make it im 
possible for the rural mail carrier to approach closer 
than a given distance, it is extremely useful for him to 
know whether or not the trip is necessary. Furthermore, 
with the large number of mail boxes to service (often in 
the neighborhood of 300 mail boxes) the mere time and 
effort required in driving a vehicle up to the mail box, 
stopping the vehicle and opening the mail box cover can 
be a laborious task when multiplied by the large number 
of mail boxes. Where, through inadvertence, either the 
resident or the mail carrierneglects to return the ?ag to 
a lowered position, then the mail carrier must make a stop 
at the box the following day whether or not he has in 
coming mail. Very often, the mail carrier himself will 
neglect to lower the ?ag because it requires him to get out 

' of his vehicle and manually depress the signal arm. One 
of the common conventional types of ?ags requires the 
?ag to be lifted up from a latched position before it can 
be rotated to a non-signal position. If the mail carrier 
is behind schedule, he may even deliberately neglect to 

', lower the ?ag. . . 
It is, therefore, a general object of this invention to 
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provide a simple and inexpensive ?ag for a mail box 
which will be automatically‘ depressed at each use of 
the mail box, even when the ?ag is inadvertently left up 
either by the owner or the mail carrier. ' 
‘More speci?cally, it is an object of the invention to pro 

vide a mail box ?ag which, when in raised position, will 
always be lowered by opening the cover thereof but which 
will not interfere with the normal use and operation of 
the mail box. ' 

Another object is to provide a signal device for a mail 
box which may be properly lowered by a mail carrier 
from within the cab of his vehicle without requiring him 
to get out of the vehicle. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a positive 

acting signal ?ag for mail boxes which will be protected 
from the weather, remaining free in operation despite 
the formation of snow and ice in and around the mail 
,box, and which will be releasably retained in either its 
upper or lower position by a novel mechanical coopera 
tion in the same mechanism which automatically effects 
lowering ‘of the ?ag. 

These and other objects and advantages of our inven 
tion will more fully appear from the following description 
made in connection with the accompanying drawings, 
wherein like reference characters refer to the same views 
and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a conventional mail box 
having our signal ?ag mounted thereon, the normal closed 
position of the mail box and ?ag-signalling position being 
indicated in full line and the open position of the cover 
'1 and lowered signal ?ag being indicated in dotted lines; 
" '“Fig. 2 is a vertical section of the mail box showing 
-details of the flag mounting and taken on the line 2—2 
'of‘Fig. 1; and 

‘ ‘ Fig. 3 is an exploded view of the various parts of our 
mail box ?ag including the mounting structure for attach 

T ment to the body of the mail box and the cover thereof. 
" ' Referring now more particularly'to the drawing, our 

invention comprehends a signal structure combined with 
a conventional mail box having a housing 10 having a 
cover 11 in hinged relation therewith at 12' for outward ' 
‘and downward movement from the full line position to 
'the dotted line position in Fig. l. The housing 10 and 
the cover 11 may be further provided with cooperative 
‘ latch means 13 of conventional form as shown. The lower 
depending edges of the housing 10 are provided with 
lordinary ?anges 14 which are so constructed as to pre 
vent or discourage water from entering therein and rust 
'ing the bottom 15 of the housing 10. The cover 11 of 
i the conventional mail box likewise has a ?anged side 16 
which, when in closed position, is adapted to overlie an 

. opening or doorway at the forward end of the housing 10. 
Our mail 'box structure is provided with a special type 

' of signal attachment which is indicated generally at 
17. The signal attachment comprises a signal 18 such 
as a metal ?ag having a colored tab portion 19 for easy 
visibility and an arm connection 20 which extends in 
rigid attachment with the signal shifting and retaining 
mechanism 21, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3. A signal 
shifting and retaining mechanism 21 is, in turn, pivotally 
mounted at 22 to the housing of the mail box and has 
a linkage means 23 cooperatively attached to the signal 
shifting and retaining mechanism at one end and piv 
otally attached to the cover 11 at its other end. 
More particularly, the signal shifting and retaining 
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mechanism 21 comprises a detent and abutment-structure 
24 as shown in Fig. 3, the structure being formed pref 
erably of an inner plate 25 and an outer plate 26 as 
shown. The plates 25 and 26 have a hub member 27 
mounted laterally therebetween and are further provided 
with an abutment member such as an interconnecting 
pin 28. A portion of the peripheral edges of the plates 
25 and 26 are bridged as at 29 and other peripheral por 
tions are left in open condition as at 30 for permitting 
the linkage means 23 to operate therein as will be sub 
sequently described. A shield 31 may be formed adjacent 
the connection between the arm' 20 and the structure 24 
for the purpose. of shedding water and preventing dust 
and snow from entering the mechanism during use. 
The device can be pivotally mounted to the housing 

10, or may be attached to existing boxes with an attach 
ing clamp indicated generally at 32 and shown in exploded 
detail in Fig. 3. The mounting clamp comprises a pivot 
plate 33, and pivot mount .22 comprises pivot pin 34 in 
rigid connection therewith, the pin 34 ‘being adapted to 
enter the hub 27 and permit pivotal swinging of ?ag 19 
radially about the pivot pin 34. The pivot plate 33 is 
provided at its upper end with a reversely bent ?ange 35 
and with another reversely bent ?ange 36 at its lower 
most edge. An outwardly bent shield 37 may be formed 
at a suitable position to overlie the opening 30 of the 
detent and abutment structure when the ?ag 19 is in 
lowered position as shown in dotted outline in Fig. 1. 
The mounting clamp further has a strap 38 which is 
adapted to closely overlie the top of the housing 10 and 
extends over and downwardly to terminate in an out— 
wardly extending ?ange 39 having a fastening element 
such as bolt 40 cooperatively extending to another strap 
41 at a similar outwardly bent ?ange 42. The strap 
41 terminates in a reversely bent ?ange 43 as shown. 
The strap 38 has a reversely bent ?ange 44‘ which is 
adapted to inter?t with thereversely ‘bent ?ange 35 on 
pivot plate 33. The entire mounting clamp may be at 
tached to a conventional mail box by securing the re 
versely ‘bent ?ange 36 underneath a depending ?ange 14 
of the mail box housing 10 and securing the reversely 
bent ?ange 43 of strap 41 to the opposite depending 
?ange 14 as shown in Fig. 2. The reversely bent mem 
bers 35 and 44 are then inter?tted and the fastening 
element 40 is drawn up so as to tighten and clamp the 
entire mount in position upon the housing 10. 
‘The cooperating linkage 23 may be pivotally mounted 

to a pivot bracket 45 which, in turn, is adapted to be 
mounted upon the cover 11 by simply crimping upon the 
?ange 16 thereof. The pivot bracket 45 may thus be 
provided with a reversely bent bottom edge 46 and a 
lateral car 47 having its outer edge 48 reversely bent as 
shown. The pivot bracket is then attached at a con 
venient position as shown in Fig. l and the reversely bent 
edges 46 and 48 are crimped against the corresponding 
bottom edge and side edge of the cover 11. 
The linkage means 23 is pivotally connected to the 

cover 11 ‘by means of an end connection at.49 with a 
pivot pin 50 which, in turn, is secured to the ear 47 of 
pivot bracket 45. The linkage means 23 has an elon 
gated slot 51 and, in the form shown, may simply com 
prise a reverse bend 52 of the rod 23. The slotted area 
formed by the bent end of rod 52 is adapted to cooperate 
not only with the abutment pin 28, but also with detents 
53 and 54 which may comprise simple indentations in 
the outer plate 26 as shown in Fig. 3. A spring blade 
55 may be associated with the abutment pin 28 to main— 
tain the rod 52 in resilient contact with the inner face 
of the plate 26 and, more particularly, in releasable 
contact with the detent off-sets 53 and 54. 

In the use and operation of our mail box, the cover 
11 is normally in closed position as shown in Fig. 1 and 
the ?ag 19 may be either in upstanding or reclining 
position, depending upon the circumstances. If the rural 
resident desires the mail carrier to pick-up mail from 
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..the :box, he raises. the ?ag 19 to the position shown in 
full lines in Fig. 1. When the mail carrier arrives, he 
can simply reach from the window of his vehicle and 
open the cover 11 to gain access to the mail in the hous 
ing 10. The opening of the cover 11 will cause the ?ag 
19 to be lowered to the dotted line position. After re 
moving mail and putting in incoming mail, if any, the 
carrier then closes the cover 11. It will be noted that 
the linkage rod 23 co-acts with the abutment 28 to pull 
the ?ag to its lowered position and then, at the lower 
position, permits the free opening and closing of cover 
11 Without further shifting of the ?ag element. The elon 
gated slot 51, however, remains in retaining relation with 
the detent offset 54 so as to prevent accidental raising 
of ?ag 19, as, for example, ‘by the wind. It will be noted 
that when the ?ag 19 is lowered to the dotted position 
of Fig. 1, the detent 54, which is slightly elongated, will 
then extend in a direction generally forward and down 
wardly so. as to be insubstantial alignment with the slot 
51 de?ned by the juxtaposed end portions of rod 23, 
which rod and slot 51 are disposed in an inclined posi 
tion when the door 11 is opened, and which rod and 
slot 51 are disposed in a more nearly horizontal posi 
tion when the door is closed, at which time a portion of 

“ the rod adjacent the terminal end thereof will engage 
the detent 54 and cause some yielding of the spring blade 
55. The result is a restraining on the ‘abutment struc 
ture to prevent swinging thereof about the pivot 22. 

It is to be noted further that, when'the ?ag and cover 
11 are in the full line position shown in Fig. 1, the 
elongated slot 51 will co-act with the detent off-set 53 
so as to retain the ?ag in upstanding position against 
accidental ‘lowering. 

It may thus beseen that we have provided a novel mail 
box with signal attachment whereby the signal ?ag may 
be actuated by the simple opening of the mail box cover 
to depress the ?ag-from a signal to a non-signal position 
the same means which shift the ?ag also providing a 
releasable retaining means for holding the ?ag against 
accidental displacement both at its upstanding operating 
position and at its lowered non-operating position. 

It will, of course, be understood that various changes 
may be made in the form, details, arrangement and pro 
portions of the parts without departing from the scope of 
our invention which consists of the matter shown and 
described herein and set forth in the appended claims. 
What we claim is: 
1. A mail box signal attachment for a conventional 

mail box having a housing with a doorway at one end 
and a cover swingable outwardly therefrom, said signal 
attachment comprising a mounting attachable to the box, 
a ?ag structure pivotally connected to the mounting and 
having a ?ag member projecting generally radially there 
from, said structure having a linkage-shielding and re 
ceiving bifurcated lower end below the pivot, a link hav 
ing one end swingably connected to the box cover and 
having in the other end, which extends into the bifurcated 
lower end of the structure, an elongated slot, an abut 
ment within the bifurcated lower end of said structure 
and rigid therewith and projecting through the slot in 
the link, said structure also having a link-engaging detent 
radially disposed from the abutment and releasably hold 
ing the structure and link in substantially non-swingable 
relation to each other whereby to hold the ?ag member 
in a predetermined position until the abutment is swung 
about the pivot by longitudinal movement of the link. 

2. A mail box signal attachment for a conventional 
mail box having a housing with a doorway at one end 
and a cover swingable outwardly therefrom, said signal 
attachment comprising, a ?ag member, a linkage shield 
ing detent and abutment structure rigidly formed with 
said ?ag member. and pivotally mounted to the side of 
said mail box housing for swinging of the ?ag between an 
upstanding position and a lowered position, elongated 
linkage means having one end pivotally secured to the 
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side of said cover and having an elongated recess adja 
cent the other end movably and swingably connected to 
said detent and abutment structure, the linkage engaging 
abutment of the structure being spaced from the mount 
ing pivot thereof and the detent of said structure includ 
ing means in radial alignment with said linkage engag 
ing abutment and projecting transversely of, and resili 
ently engageable by, the linkage, said detent means re 
straining relative swinging between the linkage and said 
structure to resist accidental change of position of the 
?ag member. - 
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