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My invention relates to a dispenser for cans and more 
speci?cally to a dispenser particularly adapted for use 
in a conventional domestic refrigerator. 
The dispenser is adapted to receive a plurality of cans, 

the cans moving through the dispenser in such fashion that 
they will be sequentially presented for removal in the 
order in which they were inserted, thereby assuring the 
user that the coldest can will be removed ?rst. In 
essence, the dispenser comprises an elongated receptacle 
divided into an upper can receiving channel along which 
the cans move from the front to the rear of the dis 
penser, then downwardly into a lower or dispensing chan 
nel along which the containers move to the front of the‘ 
dispenser. The upper channel is inclined downwardly 
from front to rear so that the cans will travel rearwardly 
by gravity; and similarly, the lower channel is inclined 
downwardly from rear to front so as to return the cans 
to the front of the dispenser. Suitable stop means are 
provided at the front of the lower channel‘ to retain the 
cans in the dispenser, but the arrangement is such that 
the cans may be readily lifted out bythe user. 

It is a principal object of my invention to provide a 
device of the character described which is of simple and 
yet sturdy construction and which can be readily fabri 
cated at low cost. 

It is a further object of my invention to provide a 
storage dispenser of the character described which may 
be used in any standard domestic refrigerator and which 
consequently can be provided as an accessory usable in 
both new or old refrigerators. , 

Yet a further object of my invention is the provision 
of a compact dispenser which maybe selectively sup 
ported on a shelf of the refrigerator or suspended 
beneath it, as the conditions of use may require. 

Still a further object of my invention is the provision 
of a compact dispensing unit which occupies a minimum 
amount of space in the refrigerator, occupying-substan 
tially no more space than would the assembly of cans 
which it is adapted to receive. 

These and other objects of my invention which will ap 
pear hereinafter 'or which will be apparent to the skilled 
worker in the art upon reading these speci?cations, I ac 
complish by that construction and arrangement of parts 
of which I shall now describe certain exemplary embodi 
ments. 

Reference is now made to the accompanying drawings 
wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device loaded 
with a full complement of cans. 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional, view taken along the 
line 2—2 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a vertical sectionalview taken along the 
line 3-—3 of Figure 2. ' 

Figure 4 is an enlarged partial perspective view with 
parts broken away of a preferred form of dispenser sup 

. porting means. 

Figure 5 is a partial vertical sectional view illustrating 
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alternate ways of supporting the dispenser in a refrig 
erator. ' 

Figure 6 is a vertical ‘sectional view of a modi?ed form 
of the dispenser particularly suited for use in a freezer 
compartment. 

Figure 7 is a vertical sectional view taken along the 
line 7——7 of Figure 6. 

Figure 8 is a perspective view'of the device shown in 
Figure 6. 

Referring now to Figures 1, 2 and 3 of the drawings, 
I have therein illustrated a dispenser comprising op 
posed side walls 1 and 2 spaced apart by a distance slightly 
in excess of the length of the cans 3. The side walls are 
provided with inturned ?anges 4 and 5 extending along 
the top, rear and bottom edges of the side walls; and 
the opposed side walls are connected to each other by, 
means of cross straps 6, 7, 8 and 9 which may be con 
veniently spot welded or otherwise secured to the in 
turned ?anges 4 and 5 in the manner illustrated. The 
dispenser is divided into an upper can receiving chan 
nel and a lower dispensing channel by means of the side 
rails 10 and 11 which are struck from the side walls 1 and 
2, respectively. As can be best seen in Figure 3, the 
side rails extend inwardly from the side walls and are 
of such width that they will support the ends of the cans 
placed thereon. As can be best seen in Figure 2, the 
side rails are inclined downwardly from front to rear 
and terminate short of the rear of the dispenser by a 
distance somewhat greater than the diameter of the cans, 
thereby permitting the cans to move rearwardly and 
downwardly into the lower channel of the dispenser where 
they are supported on the lower ?ights 4a and 5a of the 
inturned ?anges 4 and 5, respectively. 
To effect the transferral of the cans from the upper 

to the lower channel, I have found it desirable‘ to curve 
the rear edges of the side walls, thereby curving the 
rear portions of the inturned ?anges, as at 4b and 5b. 
This permits the cans to roll downwardly along the 
curved portions of the ?anges as they pass beyond the 
side rails 10 and 11 without an abrupt drop. 
The bottom of the dispenser will be inclined down 

wardly'from rear to front so that cans in the lower 
channel will be rolled toward the front of the dispenser. 
Preferably the bottom edges of the side walls 1 and 2 
will be inclined, the depth of the side walls being greater 
adjacent the front of the dispenserthan at the rear, thereby 
providing a corresponding incline of the bottom ?ights 
4a and 5a: of the ?anges. Where this relationship is ob 
served, the dispenser may be suspended from beneath a 
refrigerator shell with the top edges of the side walls lying 
in a plane paralleling the plane of the shelf. Where, on 
the other hand, the dispenser is to be supported on a shelf 
or on the bottom wall of the freezer compartment, a I 
suitable elevating member, such as the bar 12 (Figure 
2) may be provided to raise the rear portion of the dis 
penser to the desired inclined position. 
The cans are retained in the lower channel of the dis 

penser by means of abutments l3 and 14 which may be 
conveniently formed as extensions of the lower ?ights of 
the inturned flanges 4 and 5', respectively. The abut 
ments will arrest forward movement of the cans and yet 
they will not interfere with the removal of the cans. 
Where the dispenser is to be suspended from beneath 

a shelf of the refrigerator, I prefer to employ brackets by 
means of which the dispenser may be detachably secured 
to the shelf. These brackets may ‘comprise wing-shaped 
members 15 pivotally secured by studs 16 to the cross 
straps 7' and 8, the brackets being of a size to pass between ‘ 
adjacent bars 17 and 18 of the conventional refrigerator 
shelf when pivoted to extend parallel to the bars, where 
upon the brackets may be pivoted at right angles to the 
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bars so as to engage thereabove, in the manner best seen 
in Figure 2. 
Where it is desired to support the dispenser on the shelf 

or on the bottom of the freezer compartment, means 
will be employed to elevate the rear portion of the dis 
penser. In Figure 4, I have illustrated a convenient means 
for this purpose. As seen therein the cross strap 8 may be 
provided with integral extentions 19 and 20 which may 
be bent downwardly to form supporting legs. If desired, 
the extensions 19 and 20 may be of a length such that they 
may be bent again to provide supporting feet, such as the 
foot 21, of a size to span adjacent rods of aeonventional 
refrigerator shelf. 

In the operation of my device, warm cans will be 
placed in the upper receiving channel, resting on the 
side rails 10 and 11 along which the cans will roll rear~ 
wardly until they pass beyond the ends of the side rails. 
As they leave the side rails the cans will contact the curved 
portions 4b and 5b of the inturned ?anges which will 
convey them downwardly onto the lower ?ights of the 
?anges where they will move forwardly until the leading 
can comes to rest against the abutrnents 13 and 14. As 
cold cans are removed from the lower channel, addi 
tional warm cans may be placed in the upper channel. 
The arrangement assures that the coldest can, i. e. the one 
in the dispenser the longest, will be removed ?rst. It will 
be apparent, also, that the dispenser provides a con 
venient, easy to reach storage receptacle for the cans from 
which they may be easily removed. 
The device may be easily fabricated in that its major 

components comprise the side wall units, which include 
the inturned ?anges, the side rails and the abutments. 
These units may be stamped from sheet stock. The only 
other parts are the cross straps which join the units, the 
bracket members for securing the dispenser to the re 
frigerator shelf and, if desired, the elevating member. 
This latter member may, however, be ‘formed integrally 
with one of the cross straps, as shown in Figure 4. 

In Figures 6, 7 and 8, I have illustrated a modi?cation 
of my invention which is particularly suited for use in f 
the freezer compartment of a refrigerator, although it will 
be understood that its utility is by no means limited there 
to. In this embodiment the side wall units 22 and 23 
are joined together along their top and rear edges by 
means of a cover 24 which terminates at its lower end 
in an integral foot 25. On their lower edges the side 
wall units 22 and 23 are provided with inturned ?anges 
26 and 27 which have their inner ends turned upwardly, 
as at 28 and 29, so that the cans 30 ride on the edges of 
the ?anges. This arrangement is particularly desirable 
where the dispenser is to be used in the freezer com 
partment since it minimizes the area of contact between 
the cans and the rails and prevents the cans from freezing 
to the rails. The cover 24 is also helpful in this con 
nection since it serves as a hood preventing external 
moisture from settling on the rails. 
As before, the side wall units have side rails 31 and 

32 struck therefrom; but instead of being turned at right 
angles to the side wall units, the side rails are inclined 
upwardly in the manner illustrated, thereby again sup 
porting the cans on the edges of the rails. 
Forward movement of the cans in the lower channel 

is stopped by means of abutments 33 and 34. In this 
instance, the abutments comprise enlargement of the for 
ward ends of the upturned inner portions 28 and 29 of 
the bottom ?anges. It is also preferred to provide a cross 
strap 35 connecting the side wall units across the bottom. 

While the embodiment just described is primarily in 
tended for use in the freezer compartment, it Will be 
readily understood that its use is not so limited, and it 
may be provided with suitable bracket means secured 
to the top of cover 24 for suspending the dispenser from 
a refrigerator shelf. 

In Figure 5, I have diagrammatically illustrated a re 
frigerator 36 having a storage compartment 37 in which 
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4 
the dispenser of Figure 1 may be conveniently suspended 
from beneath the shelf 38. Similarly, a dispenser, pref 
erably of the character illustrated in Figure 8, may be 
placed in the freezer compartment 39, being supported 
on the bottom wall 40. 

Modi?cations may, of course, be made in my inven 
tion without departing from the spirit of it. For example, 
while I have illustrated the invention as it applies to dis 
pensers for conventional ?at-ended cans, they may also 
be employed for capped cans having shoulders at their 
upper ends. Where such cans are to be used, the devices 
may be modi?ed by simply widening the inturned ?anges 
4 and 5, and the side rails 10 and 11 of the dispenser of 
Figure 1 suf?ciently to contact the cylindrical portions of 
the cans. The dispenser of Figure 8 may be modi?ed in 
similar fashion. 

Having thus described my invention in an exemplary 
embodiment, what I desire to secure and protect by Let 
ters Patent is: 

l. A can dispenser for a refrigerator composed essen 
tially of a pair of side frame units secured together in 
spaced apart relation, said frame units having integrally 
formed inturned ?anges extending along at least the bot 
tom edges thereof and side rails projecting inwardly in 
termediate the top and bottom edges of said frames, said 
side rails dividing the dispenser into an upper can receiv 
ing channel and a lower can dispensing channel, said side 
rails being inclined downwardly from front to rear and 
terminating short of the rear edges of said frame units by 
a distance su?icient to permit the cans to pass beyond 
the said side rails for downward movement onto said 
lower channel, the rear edges of said frame units being 
curved and arranged to provide a curved trackway along 
which the cans may roll as they pass from the upper chan 
nel to the lower channel, the inturned ?anges extending 
along the bottom edges of said frame units and said 
side rails being inclined upwardly so as to present free 
edge portions thereof for contact by the cans. 

2. A can dispenser for a refrigerator consisting essen 
tially of a pair of opposed side wall units having in 
tegrally formed inturned ?anges extending along the top, 
rear and bottom edges thereof, and side rails extending 
inwardly from the said side wall units intermediate the 
upper and lower edges thereof, cross members connecting 
said side wall units together in spaced apart relation, said 
cross members being secured at their ends to said in 
turned ?anges, said side rails lying in substantially par 
allel relation and dividing the dispenser into anupper 
can receiving channel and a lower can dispensing chan 
nel, said side rails being inclined downwardly from front 
to rear and terminating short of the rear edges of said 
side wall units by a distance su?icient to permit cans to 
pass beyond the side rails for downward movement into 
the lower channel, the rear edges of said side wall units, 
including the rear portions of said inturned ?anges, being 
curved so as to permit the cans to roll downwardly along 
the curved portions of the ?anges as they pass beyond 
the said side rails, bracket means on the top of said dis 
penser for attaching it to a refrigerator shelf, said bracket 
means comprising Wing-shaped members pivotally se 
cured to said cross members and of a size to be passed 
between adjacent bars of a refrigerator shelf when aligned 
therewith. 
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