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This invention relates generally to the art of luggage 
manufacture, and more particularly has reference to a 
binding assembly for a valise, suitcase, or similar piece 
of luggage. 

It is a common manufacturing practice, in the manu 
facture of luggage of the ype having rigidly constituted 
Walls, to form said Walls with a main portion that may 
be of a heavy ?brous stock or other material having the 
requisite characteristics of rigidity and strength. Then, 
said stock is covered by a fabric covering piece or the 
like, which is cemented or otherwise secured to the sur 
face of the wall of the luggage, so as to completely cover 
the same and impart an attractive, ornamental appearance 
thereto while at the same time protecting the surface of 
the wall. 
The covering pieces are so designed that adjacent edges 

of said pieces present a rather unattractive appearance, 
if not covered by a suitable binding, and one object of 
the present invention is to provide an improved binding 
means for protectively overlying adjacent, abutting or 
overlapping edges of the fabric covering pieces. 
Another object, in a binding of the character described, 

is to form said- binding from a transparent channel struc 
ture in which is disposed a ?exible binding element, 
which element may be suitably colored, with the colors 
of the element appearing through the transparent material 
of the retaining channel structure. 
Another object is to so form said retaining channel 

structure as to facilitate its being stitched or otherwise 
?xedly secured to the wall of the luggage, in a position 
completely overlyingthe abutting or overlapping edges 
of the fabric coverings, the retaining channel when so 
mounted having walls that are spreadable resiliently to 
receive the binding element. 

Another object is to provide a binding means of the 
character described which will act as a buffer or bumper 
device, adapted to receive shocks and absorb the same, 
thus to add to the life of the luggage. 

Still another object is to so locate the binding means 
that it will protect the surface of the fabric covering 
on the end, top and bottom walls of the valise or similar 
piece of luggage. 

Still another object is to so form the binding means as 
to permit the same to be attached to the luggage easily 
and at a relatively low cost, by following conventional 
manufacturing practices that are particularly designed to 
permit the manufacture of a large number of pieces of 
luggage in a comparatively short time, that is, by mass 
production methods. 

For further comprehension of the invention, and of the 
objects and advantages thereof, reference will be had to 
the following description and accompanying drawings, 
and to the appended claims in which the various novel 
features of the invention are more particularly set forth. 

In the accompanying drawings forming a material part 
of this disclosure: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a valise or similar piece 
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of luggage made according to the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged transverse sectional view sub 
stantially on line 2-2 of Fig. 1, showing the laterally 
spaced binding means in cross section. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view on-the same cut 
ting plane as Fig. 2, still further enlarged, through one 
of the binding means, the channel of said means being 
shown in full and dotted lines in its molding-gripping and 
spread positions, respectively. 

Fig. 4 is a side elevational view, on a scale reduced be 
low that of Fig. 1, of the valise. 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary, exploded perspective view of 
the binding means and the adjacent portion of the valise, 
on substantially the same scale as Fig. 3. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional view 
through one of the binding assemblies, substantially on 
line 6-6 of Fig. 1, on approximately the same scale as 
Fig. 3, showing the joint of the molding element. 

Fig. 7 is a view like Fig. 6 taken at another location 
along the length of the binding assembly, showing the 
joint between adjacent ends of the channeled retaining 
strip. 

‘ Fig. 8 is a view like Fig. 3 showing a modi?ed construc~ 
tion. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, designated gen 
erally at 10 is a valise. Essentially, this is of basically 
conventional shape and construction, in the sense that it 
includes confronting, hingedly connected sections gen 
erally designated at 12, 14, respectively. Said sections 
(see Fig. 2) include side walls 16, 18, respectively, of the 
respective sections, disposed in parallel planes. The re 
spective side walls are integral with inwardly projecting 
?ange portions 20, 22, respectively having a shiplapped 
joint 24 when the valise is closed, said ?anges being hinged 
ly connected at the bottom of the valise, in the usual man 
ner. The ?ange portion 20 is greater in width than the 
?ange portion 22, so that the joint 24 is offset to one 
side of a vertical plane parallel to the planes of the walls 
16, 18 and bisecting the valise. 
The valise is provided with the usual handle 26, which 

may be secured to the top part of the ?ange portion 20, in 
closely, laterally spaced relation to the joint 24 between 
the respective sections. Adjacent opposite ends of the 
valise, conventional latches 27 are provided. 

All this is, per se, conventional and does not consti 
tute part of the present invention. In manufacture of 
luggage of this type, the Walls 16, 18, and the ?ange por 
tions 20, 22 that are integral therewith, can be formed 
of a heavy ?brous stock, such as a thick, strong cardboard, 
and this material is then covered with an attractive, strong, 
?exible facing piece of fabric or the like. Thus, the sec 
U011‘ 10 is entirely covered with fabric, that is, the wall 
16 15 covered with a fabric piece 28, while wall 18 is 
covered with fabric as at 30. Flange portions 20, 22 are 
covered with strips of fabric 32, 34, respectively, between 
the joint 24 and the rounded, integral connections between 
the ?ange portions and their associated walls 16 or 18 
as the case may be. 

In any event, in a valise of the type referred to, the 
fabric strips 28, 32 must be covered with a binding, so 
that the joint between said fabric coverings will not be 
seen. The same is true of the joint between the fabric 
coverings 30, 34. In each instance, it is desirable to 
provide a binding strip assembly, which assembly not 
only serves to protectively overlie and seal the joint be 
tween the adjacent fabric pieces, but also serves to pro 
vide a buffer which will strike any object against which 
the valise may be brought, to prevent damage to the 
facing material of the valise. This is true whether the 
valise is permitted to rest upon the supporting surface, 
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or whether on the other hand it is being carried in the 
hand. 

In any event, in accordance with the present invention, 
the binding means 40 overlying each joint between adja 
cent fabric pieces is identical, at opposite sides of the 
handle 26. Therefore, the description of one binding 
means 40 will sut?ce for both. 

It will thus be seen that in accordance with the present 
invention, the binding means includes a transparent, plas 
tic channel structure 42 extending continuously through 
the full periphery of the valise, that is, continuously 
along the bottom, ends, and top of the valise, in a posi 
tion in which said channel 42 overlies the joint between 

As will be noted, the joint be 
tween fabric coverings 28, 32 has been designated at 36, 
with said coverings being in overlapped relation as shown 
in Fig. 3. Similarly, the joints between the coverings 
30, 34 has been designated at 38. r 
The continuous, transparent, plastic channel structure 

42 has side walls 44 which are preformed to converge in 
a direction away from the ?at web of the retaining strip 
or channel 42, when said retaining strip is shown in cross 
section as in Fig. 3. The side walls 44, by reason of the 
inherent characteristics of the plastic material, are ten 
sioned to remain in the upwardly converging position in 
which they are shown in full lines in Fig. 3. However, 
against the restraint of the inherent springability of said 
side walls, they may be sprung apart to the dotted line 
positions of Fig. 3, that is, they may be spread to posi 
tions in which they diverge outwardly from the web of 
the retaining strip, when said retaining strip is seen in 
cross section. 

The binding means, including the retaining strip‘ 42, is 
in overlying relation to the joints between the fabric 
coverings, in both forms of the invention shown in Figs. 
3 and 8, respectively. Thus, in the Fig. 8 form of the 
invention, adjacent coverings 28a, 32a are identical to 
coverings 28, 32, with the exception that they have closely 
spaced, adjacent edge portions 36*‘, rather than overlap 
ping edge portions 36, the edge portions 36a being'in a 
common plane and being spaced apart only su?iciently 
to permit stitching 46 to be extended through the space, 
and through the web of theretaining strip 42, said stitch 
ing following the longitudinal median of the retaining 
strip and extending continuously through the full periph 
ery of the valise. 
The binding means includes, in addition to the retain 

ing strip, a resiliently deformable binding element 48, 
which is of solid cross section, having a ?at bottom sur 
face in face-to-face contact with the web of the retaining 
strip, and having a transversely, upwardly arched top 
surface when seen in cross section, so that the ?anges or 
lips 44 of the retaining strip will be in embracing, over 
hanging relation to the opposite side edge portions of the 
binding element 48, thereby to hold the binding element 
in place within the channeled retaining strip. The re 
taining strip is transparent as previously noted, but the 
binding element will be colored to harmonize with the 
color of the fabric covering of the valise, the color of 
»the binding element being seen directly through the trans 
parent retaining strip. 
By reason of this construction, it will be seen that the 

side walls or ?anges 44 may be sprung apart, to permit 
the binding element 48 to be seated in the channeled 
retaining strip. Thereafter, on release of the side walls, 
they spring into gripping relation to the binding element 
48. Obviously, cement or adhesive may be employed to 
assure a permanent bond between the binding element 
48 and the channeled retaining strip. 

In Fig. 3 it is shown that stitching 50 extends through 
the overlapping edge portions 38, to connect the abutting 
edges of the fabric coverings together while at the same 
time connecting to the fabric coverings the overlying 
retaining strip. Then, when the binding element 48 is 
engaged in the retaining strip, the construction is com 
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4 
pleted, with the binding element projecting outwardly 
beyond the outer longitudinal edges of the ?anges 44 to 
constitute a comparatively soft, resilient bumper means 
in the event the valise is brought up against a hard sur 
face that would otherwise tend to damage the same. 
The arrangement has the desirable characteristic of not 

only concealing and completely protecting the joint be 
tween adjacent fabric covering portions, but also, of 
preventing said fabric portions from moving out of proper 
position. Still further, the arrangement at the same time 
has the effect of ornamenting the luggage and also of 
protecting the luggage at the ends, bottom, and top, at 
both sides of the handle 26. 

While I have illustrated and described the preferred 
embodiments of my invention, it is to be understood that 
I do not limit myself to the precise constructions herein 
disclosed and that various changes and modi?cations may 
be made within the scope of the invention as de?ned in 
the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as 
new, and desire to secure by United States Letters Patent 
1s: 

1. In a valise construction the combination, with a 
pair of hingedly connected valise sections each including 
a body composed of a peripheral ?ange and a pair of 
side-by-side coverings overlying the ?ange, of a binding 
assembly for each ?ange comprising a retainer strip of 
resilient material overlying adjacent edges of the cover 
ings and secured to the sections, said strip being chan 
neled so as to include a web and side walls projecting 
from the web, and a binding element engaged in said 
strip, the side walls of the retainer strip being resiliently 
tensioned to normally springably move toward each other 
into embracing relation to said binding element. 

2. In a valise construction the combination, with a 
pair of hingedly connected valise sections each including 
a peripheral ?ange and a pair of side-by-side coverings 
overlying the ?ange, of a binding assembly for each ?ange 
comprising a retainer strip of resilient material overlying 
adjacent edges of the coverings, said strip being channeled 
so as to include a web and side walls projecting from the 
web, and a binding element engaged in said strip, the 
side walls of the retainer strip being resiliently tensioned 
to normally springably move toward each other into em 
bracing relation to said binding element, said binding 
element being of a soft material so as to be compressed 
by and ‘between said side walls, said web being perma 
nently secured to the ?ange to engage the adjacent edges 
of the coverings against the ?ange, between theweb and 
the ?ange. 

3. In a valise construction the combination, with a 
pair of hingedly connected valise sections each includ 
ing a peripheral ?ange and a pair of side-by-side cover 
ings overlying the ?ange, of a binding assembly for each 
?ange comprising a retainer strip of resilient material 
overlying adjacent edges of the coverings and secured to 
the sections, said strip being channeled so as to include a 
web and side walls projecting from the web, and a bind 
ing element engaged in said strip, the side walls of the 
retainer strip being resiliently tensioned to normally 
springably move toward each other into embracing rela 
tion to said binding element, said retainer strip and bind 
ing element extending continuously through the full 
periphery of the section. 

4. In a valise construction the combination, with ,a 
pair of hingedly connected valise sections each including 
a peripheral ?ange and a pair of side~by-side coverings 
overlying the ?ange, of a binding assembly for each ?ange 
comprising a retainer strip of resilient material overlying 
adjacent edges of the coverings and secured to the sec 
tions, said strip being channeled so as to include a web 
and side walls projecting from the web, and a binding 
element engaged in said strip, the side walls of the re 
tainer strip being resiliently tensioned to normally spring 
ably move toward each other into embracing relation 



5 
to said binding element, said retainer strip and binding 
element extending continuously through the full periphery 
of the section, the binding eleznent including ends in abut 
ting relation and the retainer strip also including ends in 
abutting relation, said ends of the binding element being 
complementarily beveled. 

5. In a valise construction the combination, with a 
pair of hingedly connected valise sections each including 
a peripheral ?ange and a pair of side~by-side coverings 
overlying the ?anges, of a binding assembly for each 
?ange comprising a retainer strip of resilient material 
overlying adjacent edges of the coverings, said strip ‘being 
channeled so as to include a web and side walls pro 
jecting from the web, and a binding element engaged in 
said strip, the side walls of the retainer strip being re 
siliently tensioned to normally springably move toward 
each other into embracing relation to said binding ele 
ment, said binding element being of a soft material so 
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as to be compressed by and between said side walls, said 
web being permanently secured to the respective ?ange 
to engage the adjacent edges of the coverings against the 
?ange, between the web and the ?ange, said adjacent 
edges of the coverings being in overlapped relation below 
the web, the permanent connection of the web to the 
?ange comprising a line of stitching extending longitu 
dinally and centrally of the web through the overlapped 
edges of the coverings. 
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