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The present invention relates to closures for jars, 
bottles or the like and, more particularly, to-a‘ closure 
for the dispensing opening thereof after the sealing closurev 
has been removed. ’ 
A great number of products, which are used frequently 

and will not spoil if exposed to the atmosphere ‘for a 
reasonable time in the course of their consumption, are 
packed in bottles or jars that are sealed. ‘by means'of 
a screw closure. Consequently, the consumer must'un-. 
screw the closure and reapply the same each time the 
product is used. These operations are time consuming 
and annoying, particularly where several persons use the 
same package and certain persons apply the closure so 
tightly that the others cannot readily remove the same. 
Also, in the handling of the closure it is frequently 
dropped requiring getting down on the floor to search for 
the same. This may result in injury, if the searcher arises 
suddenly while partly under a sink, basin, table‘. or the 
like, .it being well known that the lost bottle top is’ the 
cause of a great number of household accidents. 

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is; to 
eliminate the foregoing dif?culties by providing a closure 
for the dispensing opening of such bottles and jars which 
closure is utilized after the sealing closure has been re 
moved. 

Another object is to provide such a closure which is 
simple and economical in construction and which is readily 
manipulated to unclose and close the opening. 
A further object is to provide such a closure which 

lends itself to use in connection with bottles and jars 
having dispensing openings of a wide variety of shapes and 
sizes. 

Other and further objects will be obvious upon an 
understanding of the illustrative embodiment about to 
be described, or will be indicated in the appended claims, 
and various advantages not referred to herein will 
occur to one skilled in the art upon employment of the 
invention in practice. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention has been 

chosen for purposes of illustration and description and is 
shown in the accompanying drawing, forming a part of the 
speci?cation, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a top view of a bottle having a closure in ac 
cordance with the present invention attached thereto; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary side elevational view of the 
bottle shown in Fig. l, partly in section; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along the 
line 3-3 on Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view similar to Fig. 
3, illustrating another embodiment of this invention; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the closure shown in Fig. 
4; and 

Fig. 6 is a plan view, illustrating still another embodi 
ment of the invention. 

Referring to Figs. 1 to 3 of the drawing in detail, a 
package is shown which comprises a receptacle 10 formed 
with a shoulder 11 and a neck 12 which terminates in a 
lip or rim 14 and which de?nes the dispensing opening of 
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the receptacle, and a closure in accordance with the 

The neck 12 is formed with screw threads 15 at the ex? 
terior thereof for the reception of a screw cap forseal 
ing the receptacle before the contents are to be consumed. x 
This cap is not shown because it has already beenrer 
moved to illustrate the package in its condition during~the 
consumption of its contents. The. receptacle'imay be a; 
bottle or jar or other ‘form of container constructedhof 
glass, metal or suitable synthetic plastic material. 
The closure for the dispensing opening which serves-to, 

close the same during the consumption of the contents, 
generally comprises a disc16 and means 17 for many‘ 
mounting the disc across the dispensing opening. . p 1 

Such means, as shown in Figs. 1 to 3, maybe 'a'clip“ 
which is generally in the form of aninverted U and has 
a pair of depending legs 19 and a horizontalportion '20. 

The legs are shaped to conform-to. 
the neck and shoulder of the receptacle and- engage the. 
inner wall thereof to attach the clip thereto. The con-j 

connecting the legs. 

necting portion provides a pin-like’element extending 
substantially diametrically across the dispensing open 
ing and extends through aperture means of the disc to 
tiltably support the same. The clip may be formed’ ‘of 
stiff wire, whereby the legs are spring-urged againstthe'l 
receptacle Wall. 1 
As shown more particularly in Fig. 1, the disc '16ihas‘i. 

a semi-circular section 21 of an- area adapted to ?t into, 
the dispensing opening and has a semi-circular section; 
22 of greater area adapted to overlie the rim 14 of the 
receptacle. The pin-like portion extends through, an ap 
erture 24 in the disc adjacent the junction ofthesection's' 
Hand 22., 1 . > . > . . 

If desired, the disc may be provided withv means for. 
normally retaining the same in a position to close'the 

, opening, such as a friction element, herein illustrated as. 
Y a spring tab 25 on the underside'of the disc section 
adapted to engage the inner wall of the receptacle neck’ 
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adjacent the rim. 
In order to maintain the disc in a position to unclose 

the opening when the tab 25 is out of engagement with 
the receptacle and to thereby enable the contents to be 
withdrawn from the receptacle, the disc section 21 is of 
greater mass than the section 22, whereby the disc is 
unbalanced with the section 21 extending into the recep 
tacle neck, as shown in Fig. 3. This may be accomplished 
by making the section 21 sui?ciently thicker than the 
section 22 to outweigh the latter. 

In Figs. 4 and 5, another form of disc mounting means 
17a is shown which is particularly useful because it can 
be attached directly in the neck of the receptacle near the 
rim without relying on the receptacle shoulder contour to 
af?x the same. Such means comprise a ring 26 which is 
?tted into the receptacle neck, and a pin 20a extending 
through the disc aperture 24 and having its ends seated in 
substantially diametrically opposite openings 27 in the 
ring. The ring may be continuous, or may be split at 
28 in order to be spring-urged against the neck wall, 
whereby the ring need not conform exactly to the inner 
neck wall but may be slightly over-sized to force fit the 
same therein. ' 

In the foregoing embodiment, the disc section 21 is 
adapted to extend into the ring 26 and the disc section 
22 is adapted to overlie the ring as well as the receptacle 
rim (Fig. 4). 

In Fig. 6, the inner wall of the receptacle neck 12, near 
the rim 14, is formed with recess means, such as an 
annular groove 30, and a substantially semi-circular clip‘ 
31 is biased in this groove. The clip‘ has a diametrically 
extending section 32 for tiltably mounting the disc 16. 
The clip receiving recess means could likewise be pro 
vided by a pair of small continuous or interrupted annu 

Patented July 22, 19:58,; 

31.1 
vention for the opening about to be described in detailL 



2,844,266 
' 7L.‘ 

lar beads or ribs spaced apart to provide the equivalent of 
the groove 30. . 

From the foregoing description, it will be understood 
that the present invention. provides a simple, practical 
and economical dispensing closure which eliminates the 
necessity of frequentapplication and removal of a screw 
closure. In the event the receptacle is to be taken on a 
trip, the screw closure may be reapplied. It will also be 
understood that ‘the dispensing closure could be inserted. 
by the consumer into the receptacle after removal of the 
sealing closure, whereby the dispensing closure would not 
interfere with the tight'sealing of the receptacle prior to 
use in consumption of its contents. 

While the receptacle has been shown herein as having 
a circular opening and the disc therefor has been described 
asbeing generally circular, it will be understood that the 
opening and disc. may have other suitable geometrical 
shapes. 
'As various changes may be made .in the form, con 

struction, and arrangement of the parts herein, without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention and, 
Without sacri?cing any of its advantages, it is to be ‘under 
stood that all matters are to be interpreted as illustrative 
and not in any limiting sense. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A closure for a receptacle having a dispensing open 

ing comprising clip means adapted to engage the inner 
Wall of the receptacle including a pin-like element adapted 
to extend across the opening, said clip means being an 
inverted, generally U-shaped member having a pair 
of legs conforming to the portion of the receptacle wall 
engaged therebyvand being interconnected by said pin 
like element, and a disc tiltably mounted on said element 
serving as a closure for the opening upon attachment of 
said clip means to the receptacle. 

2- A closure according to claim 1, including means 
for normally retaining said disc in a position to close the 
opening. 

3. A closureaccording to claim 2, wherein said re‘ 
taining means is a friction element on the underside of 

disc 
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4. A closure according to claim 1, wherein the mass 

of said disc at one side of said element is greater than the 
mass of said disc at the other-side of said element to cause 
said disc to tilt and unclose the opening. 

5. A closure according to claim 4, wherein the side of 
greater mass is of an area to ?'t into the opening and the 
side of lesser mass is of an area to overlie the rim of 
the receptacle wall de?ning the opening. 

6. A closure according to claim 5, wherein the under 
side of said disc has a friction element at the side of lesser 
mass. 

7. A closure according to claim 1, wherein said disc 
at one side of ‘said element is of an area to ?t-into the 
opening and said disc .at the other side of said element 
is of an area to overlie the rim of the receptacle wall de 
?ning the opening. 

8. A closure according to claim 1, wherein the re 
ceptacle opening is substantially circular and said disc 
isgenerally circular. 

9. A closure ‘according to claim 8, wherein said disc 
has a semi-circular section at one side of said element 
adapted to ?t into the opening and has a semi-circular 
section at .the other side'of said element adapted to over 
lie the rim of the receptacle wall de?ning the opening. 

10. A closure according to claim 9, wherein the ?rst 
mentioned section has a greater mass than said last men 
tioned section. 
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