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The present invention generally covers a method of 
writing checks and other documents which will prevent 
the “kiting” or raising the value thereof. The inven 
tion consists of a series (1 to 0) in which the various 
indicia are disposed at angles from each other. Also, the 
various indicia varies in size each from the other. This 
makes it impossible to raise the check or other document 
because no other indicia can be superimposed over any 
other indicia and completely cover it thereby rendering 
any tampering to the indicia of the check or other docu 
ment immediately and easily recognizable. 
An object of the present invention is to provide im 

proved indicia for the type members of check writers or 
similar instruments which includes indicia which is pro 
gressively slanted at varying angles and progressively 
reduced in size wherein one embodiment incorporates 
numerals which may be slanted from one angle for the 
smaller numerals and progressively slanting to another 
angle for the larger numerals or progressively getting 
smaller in size from the smaller valued numerals to the 
larger valued numerals and by both varying the angle and 
changing the size. 

These together with other objects and advantages 
which will become subsequently apparent reside in the 
details of construction and operation as more fully here 
inafter described and claimed, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawing forming a part hereof, wherein 
like numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a plan view which shows the basic idea on 
the basis of straight lines X and Y with point beta at 
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any point as shown or extended to in?nity. For con- . 
venience, the angle alpha is shown the same between 
units but they may vary and the line X can be any conic 
curve or any irregular curve; 

Figure 2 is a schematic plan view illustrating another 
arrangement of indicia of the present invention; 

Figure 3 is a plan view illustrating another form of 
the invention with Roman numerals being employed; 

Figure 4 is a schematic plan view illustrating the ad 
vantages of the present invention in rendering superim 
posing of numerals readily discernible; and 

Figure 5 is a schematic View of a type bar with a 
printing block having the indicia of the present invention 
thereon. 

Referring now speci?cally to Figure l of the drawing, 
the letter a generally designates the indicia of the present 
invention which is illustrated for the purposes of descrip 
tion as incorporating all of the numerals b which get pro 
gressively larger from the numeral 9 to the numeral 0 
and including a dollar mark. The numerals b also change 
in angular position as they progress from the numeral 9 
to the numeral 0. This ?gure illustrates the concept of 
providing the variation in the angular position and the 
angle alpha may be equal in all cases or it may be 
unequal as desired. Also, the proportion of decrease in 
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size may vary and the point‘ beta prime is any point on 
the circle shown in Figure ‘i1. _ h f . . 

Figure 2 illustrates another :set ‘of ‘indicia generally 
designated by ‘the letter 0 which includes the numerals d 
ranging from 9 to 0 and the dollarmark which‘get pro 
gressively larger and change in angular relation with the 
proportion‘ of change in the size and the angular relation 
being ‘different. It is notedithat this set ‘of indicia c is 
arranged inan arcuatemannera ‘ N ' V 

Figure 3 illustrates another set ‘of indicia generally desig 
nated by the letter‘ e‘ incorporating Roman numerals f 
ranging from‘ 1 through 10‘ which ‘varywin size‘only but 
which may vary in both angular inclination and size or 
combined with Arabic numerals. 

Figure 4 illustrates four examples g, h, i and j of the 
ease of distinguishing the alteration of the numerals by 
attempting to raise a numeral 1 to a numeral 7, a numeral 
1 to a numeral 9 and a numeral 3 to a numeral 6 by super 
imposing the higher valued numeral over the lower valued 
numeral or over a $ sign as shown in “j.” 

Figure 5 illustrates a conventional type bar k with a 
type block I thereon for receiving the printing member in 
the form of the indicia a in Figure 1. ' 

Also, the indicia of the present invention may be utilized 
to imprint other information on checks or on similar docu 
ments, thereby preventing the alteration or forgery of 
such documents. The numerical values on a check will 
always be raised, and the usual manner in raising the 
numerals is to superimpose another numeral having simi 
lar characteristics so that the higher valued numeral will 
cover the lower valued numeral and add thereto su?icient 
indicia to increase the numeral value. Commonly, the 
numeral 1 is raised to the numeral 9, the numeral 3 is 
raised to a numeral 6 or 8; the numeral 1 is raised to the 
numeral 6, 7 or 8; the numeral 2 is raised to the numeral 
8, and the numeral 3 is raised to the numeral 9. Of 
course, other numerals may be employed but generally, 
the numerals raised are superimposed over numerals 
having similar characteristics. The numeral system or 
indicia system of the present invention may be employed 
in conjunction with any type of check writers or with 
other types of printing devices, such as typewriters, en 
graving and stamping devices, thereby protecting and 
preventing the raising of the value of the check or simi 
lar document by preventing the superimposing of higher 
value numerals over the lower value numerals. 
The vertical, horizontal and depth dimensions may vary 

in size and proportion with each other in any combination 
whatsoever. ‘ This will be protection for such manufactur 
ing facilities as identi?cation numbers on motor blocks as 
employed in the automotive industry. 

While the invention has been speci?cally illustrated and 
described in conjunction with a check writer for purposes 
of clarity, it will be understood that the scope of the in 
vention encompasses any type of printing system or manu 
facturing facility wherein it is desirable to prevent altera 
tion to the indicia or other markings. The particular size 
and reduction in size as well as the particular angle of 
inclination and variation in inclination of the indicia may 
be adapted to each individual use of the invention. The 
indicia may be positioned in any relation to other indicia 
involved dependent upon the need for speci?cally adapting 
the invention to various imprinting devices. 
The ‘foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. . Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly, all suitable modi?cations and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 



2,842,064 
3 

What is claimed as new is as follows: 
’ 1'. For use in conjunction with a printing device having 

printing members, raise-proof indicia comprising a series 
of indicia on the printing members being progressively 
changed for preventing alteration of the indicia by super 
position of different indicia thereon, Said series of indicia 
progressively slanting at diife'rentangl'es. ‘ 

2. For use in conjunction“ with a‘pr'i'nting device having 
printing members, raise-proof indicia" comprising a series 
of indicia on'the printing‘members being progressively 
changed for preventing alteration of the indicia by super 
position of diiferent indicia thereon, said series of indicia 
being progressively ‘smaller in size and being disposed at 
a progressively different angle of inclination. 

-- 3. The method‘ of preventing the raising of ‘the value 
of printed numerals comprising" the step' of'slanting the 
numerals at‘varying angles. 

5 

10 

15 

4 
4. The method of preventing the raising of the value 

of printed numerals comprising the steps of slanting the 
numerals at varying angles and progressively reducing the 
size of the numerals in inverse relation to their value 
thereby preventing a larger valued numeral of a smaller 
physical size from being superimposed over a lesser valued 
numeral of a larger physical size. 
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