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This invention relates to surgical instruments, the pri 
mary object of the invention being to provide an instru 
ment for retaining the abdominal viscera away from 
the wound when suturing the peritoneum, to permit the 
suturing operation to be carried out with facility. _ 
An important object of the invention is to provide an 

instrument of this character including substantially simi 
lar circular members pivotally connected at their ends so 
that the instrument may be extended into a substantially 
small opening and expanded to retain the abdominal 
viscera away from the wound during the operation. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an instru 
ment of this character which may be collapsed to permit 
the instrument to be readily removed through the small 
opening which has been left for that purpose during the 
suturing operation. 
A still further object of the invention 'is ’to provide a 

tool which may be collapsed in a small opening, the instru 
ment carrying an elastic cover to be stretched over the 
instrument as the instrument is expanded for use, the 
cover acting as a means to retain the abdominal viscera 
away from the wound during the operation. 
With the foregoing and other objects in View which will 

appear as the description proceeds, the invention consists 
of certain novel details of construction and combinations 
of parts, hereinafter more fully described and pointed out 
in the claims, it being understood that changes may be 
made in the construction and arrangement of parts with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention as claimed. 

Referring to the drawing: ' 
Figure l is a plan view of a surgical instrument con 

structed in accordance with the invention. 
Fig. 2 is an edge elevational View thereof. 
Fig. 3 is a sectional View taken on line 3_3 of Fig. l. 
Fig. 4 is a side elevational view illustrating the instru 

ment as collapsed, with an elastic cover positioned thereon. 
Referring to the drawing in detail, the instrument com 

prises a pair of substantially semicircular members 5 and 
6, the member 6 being formed on a slightly larger curva 
ture than the member 5, so that the member 5 may move 
to a position within the confines of the member 6. 
The ladjacent ends of the members 5 and 6 are piv 

otally connected as by means of the rivets 7, so that pivotal 
movement of the members 5 and 6 may be permitted 
to expand or contract the instrument. 

Connected to each of members S and 6, is an arm 8, 
the arms 8 having curved portions 9, the curved portion 9 
of one of the arms 8 being riveted to the member 5 at 
10, while the other arm 8 is riveted to the member 6, as at 
10. 
These arms 8 provide the handle for the instrument 

and are extended upwardly and laterally as better shown by 
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Fig. 2 of the drawing, and held in spaced relation with 
respect to each other for ease in operation. 

Pivotally mounted on one of the arms S is a U-shaped 
clamp 11 which is of a length to ñt over the adjacent 
arm 8 when the arms have been moved to extend the semi 
circular members 5 and 6 in the formation of an oval body 
portion. 
A cover 12 constructed of rubber material and shaped 

to fit over the semi-circular members 5 and 6, is provided, 
the cover having lan inwardly turned ñange 13 which when 
stretched over the semi-circular members 5 and 6, will 
cause the cover to be securely held in position on the 
instrument, when the members 5 and 6 are in either their 
expanded or contracted positions. 

In the use of the instrument, the members 5 and 6 
are moved to positions as shown by Fig. 4 of the drawing, 
wherein the member 5 will lie within the contines of the 
member 6. The cover 12 is now stretched over the 
members 5 and 6 and the instrument inserted in the 
opening in the abdomen and the handles are raised moving 
the members 5 and 6 to an expanded position, as shown by 
Fig. l, which stretches the cover over the members 5 and 
6 in a taut condition. The clamp 11 is now moved to 
hold the arms S against outward movement by the action 
of the rubber cover and the instrument is now- in a 
position to accomplish its purpose. 

After the suturing of the peritoneum layer of the 
abdomen is almost completed, the lock is released and the 
arms moved to collapse the instrument, resulting in a sub 
stantial reduction in size so that the portion of the in 
strument that has entered the abdomen may be easily with 
drawn through the small opening in the abdomen which 
has been left for this purpose. After removing the in 
strument, the suturing operation may be completed. 
Having thus described the invention, what is claimed is: 
1. A surgical instrument comprising a pair of semi 

`circular members pivotally connected at their ends, 
handles secured to said semi-circular members adapted 
to expand said semi-circular members providing a sub 
stantially oval support over which an elastic cover is 
stretched, and said pair of semi-circular members adapted 
to be collapsed, reducing the size of said instrument facili 
tating the removal of said instrument through a substan 
tially small opening. 

2. A surgical instrument comprising a pair of semi 
Icircular members pivotally connected at their ends, 
one of said members being formed in the arc of a circle 
at a greater degree than the other member to receive the 
iirst mentioned member when the members are moved to 
gether, handles connected to said members for effecting 
movement of said members providing an oval support, 
an elastic cover stretched over said substantially semi~ 
circular members, and means for normally holding said 
semi-circular members in an extended position. 

3. A surgical instrument comprising a pair of semi 
circular members, pivotally connected ’at their ends, 
handles connected to said members for effecting movement 
of said semi-circular members and forming an oval body 
over which an elastic cover is stretched, said handles 
adapted to move outwardly collapsing said body, and 
means for locking said semi-circular members in their ex 
panded positions. 
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