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This invention generally relates to a. garment and 
moreY particularly toa supporting belt especially adapted 
for. providing support for the abdomen during the gesta 
tion period- and more particularly relates. to a direct 
improvement on my previous Patent No. 2,587,450„issued 
February 26, 1952. 
An object of the present invention is,` to provide a 

supporting belt or‘ girdle ofthe maternity variety which 
primarily consists of a front half sliding throughy an. arc 
in contact with the rear half tov allow for abdominal 
expansion. as> gestation progresses without gaps forming 
laterally. 
A further object of the present‘invention is to provide 

a supporting belt. or. girdlein accordance with the preced 
ing object inv which the front half consists; of two. portions 
ñXed bi~laterally to the convexly curved` ends-> which»> al 
lows freedom of adjustment tol support the.~ abdomen 
especially during the latter months. of gestation.. 

Yet another object of the present invention iste-pro 
vide a girdle of the type set forth previously in which 
the sliding action of the two individual pieces of the 
front portion allows for more individual adjustment for 
better support over a larger area of the abdomen as the 
enlargement of the abdomen occurs. 

Other objects of the present invention will reside in 
its simplicity of construction, adaption for its particular 
purposes and its relatively inexpensive manufacturing 
cost. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the ac 
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companying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like l 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure l is a side elevational view illustrating the sup 
porting belt of the present invention in assembled rela 
tion during the initial stages of pregnancy; 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the invention 
similar to Figure 1 with the device illustrated in use dur 
ing the middle stages of pregnancy; 

Figure 3 is a side elevational View similar to Figures 
l and 2 illustrating the ’device in use during the latter 
stages of pregnancy; 

Figure 4 is a detailed sectional view taken substantially 
upon a plane passing along section line 4~4 of Figure 1 
illustrating the details of the connection between the 
back half and front half of the supporting belt; 

Figure 5 is a plan View of the back half of the support 
ing belt; 

Figure 6 is a plan view of the front half of the support 
ing belt with portions thereof broken away illustrating 
the details of construction; 

Figure 7 is a detailed sectional view taken substantially 
upon a plane passing along section line 7-7 of Figure 5 
illustrating the structural arrangement of the back half 
of the belt; and 

Figure 8 is a detailed sectional view taken substantially 
upon a plane passing along section line 8-8 of Figure 6 
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illustrating the construction of the front half of> the 
abdominal supporting belt. 

Referring now specifically to the drawings, the numeral 
10 generally designates the abdominal supporting belt of 
the present invention which incorporates av front half 
generally designated bythe numeral 1'2 and a. back half 
generally designatedby the numeral14. ' 

Referring now specifically to Figures 5 andv 7, the 
back half 14 includes an inner. member 16. and 
an outer member. 1S which are provided with substantial 
width andwhich are disposed in angular relation to each 
other as illustrated in Figure 5. The; free. ends. of the 
members 16 andl I8 which maybe referred to as panel 
members are. interconnected by rows ofstitching 20.Whielí 
also support and connect an edging member 22’r thereto. 
rThe edging member 22 is provided ̀ with aseríes- of in-` 
wardly facing sockets 24 of the snap fastener variety 
which may be considered female snap fastener. elements». 
The outer edge of the edging member 22 is provided 
with a. binding4 tape 26 for providing a neat construction. 
The free edge of the edging member 24 is concave and 
the plurality of. female snap> fastener elements` 24 are 
arranged. in a concave arc. Extending downwardly from 
the bottom. edge of the edging member 22 at` each side 
of the rear half 14 is astocking support strap 28 of any 
conventional construction for holding. stockings` in` posi 
tion. The rear half of the garment engages the lower 
portion ofthe back substantially as` illustrated in Figures 
1-3> inclusive. The panels 16 and 18 may be. constructed 
of ' a resilient material which has a: resiliencyjboth> longi 
tudinally and laterally forv permitting resilient movement 
of. the, panels 16 and 18. to permit the, garment to adapt 
to the shape ofthe person wearingthesame. _ ï 
The front half 12 of the abdominal supporting belt 

10 includes an inner panel member 30 and an outer 
panel member 32 which are also disposed in angular 
relation to each other with the ends of the inner panel 
member 3l) being disposed below the ends of the outer 
panel member 32. The edges of the panel members 
30 and 32 are secured together by arcuate rows of stitch 
ing 34 and the free edge of the front half 12 is convex 
and provided with a binding tape 36 for supporting a 
plurality of male snap fastener elements 38 arranged in 
an arcuate manner complementary to the arrangement of 
the arcuate female snap fastener elements 24 whereby 
the snap fastener elements 24 and 38 may be engaged 
for attaching the front half 12 to the rear half 14 as 
illustrated in Figure l. The bottom central portion of 
the inner panel 39 has been provided with a dart or 
slit 40 extending upwardly from the bottom edge wherein 
the slit 40 is formed by a V-shaped dart being cut therein 
and a joining tape 42 is then provided for securing the 
edges of the slit 40 in adjacent position thus providing 
a fullness in the top of the inner panel 30 and in the 
bottom of the outer panel 32 when the device is not 
under a tension. This arrangement permits the front 
half 12 of the belt 1u to be adjusted. in‘relation to the 
back half 14 by engaging different series of snap fastener 
elements 24 and 38 thus providing adequate support for 
the abdomen during the various stages of pregnancy or 
as gestation advances as illustrated in Figures 1~3. As 
gestation advances, the angular relationship between the 
inner and outer panels 36 and 32 changes due to the 
increased expansion of the upper surface of the inner 
panel 30 which permits the inner panel 30 to assume 
the position illustrated in Figure 3 and also due to the 
arrangement of the edges of the front half 12 thus per 
mitting the outer panel 32 to assume the position illus 
trated in Figure 3 thus providing support for substantially 
the entire abdomen or at least the lower portions thereof 
during all stages of a pregnancy. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 
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principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction andoperation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly, all suitable modifications and 
changes may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the 
invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 

, 1. An abdominal supporting belt comprising a front 
half and a back half, means joining adjacent edges of 
the back half to the front half whereby the belt will be 
mounted in encircling relation to the abdomen region 
of the body of a wearer, said means permitting angular 
adjustment of the front half in relation to the back half 
for providing support for the abdomen in various stages 
of pregnancy, said front half including an inner and outer 
panelrof resilient material with the ends thereof secured 
together, said panels being disposed with the ends of one 
coextensive with the ends of the other and the center of the 
one below the center of the other but with the major 
portions of the panels being coextensive thus permitting 
both panels to engage and support a portion of the 
abdomen. 

2. An abdominal supporting belt comprising a front 
half and a back half, means joining adjacent edges of the 
back half to the front half whereby the belt will be 
mounted in encircling relation to the abdomen region 

10 

15 

20 

25 

of the body of a wearer, said means permitting angular ~ 
adjustment of the front half in relation to the back half 
for providing support for the abdomen in various stages 
'of pregnancy, said front half including an inner and 
outer panel of resilient material with the ends thereof 
secured together, said panels being disposed with the 
ends of one coextensive with the ends of the other and 
the center of the one below the center of the other 
but with the major portions of the panels being coexten 
sive thus permitting both panels to engage and support 
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a portion of the abdomen, said inner panel having a por 
tion of the bottom edge thereof shortened thus providing 
a certain amount of slack in the inner panel which per 
mits the outer panel to initially support the abdomen 
until the abdomen reaches a certain degree of enlarge 
ment whereby the inner panel will then increase the sup- f 
portv for the abdomen thereby providing a supporting 
belt which increases its support in proportion to the 
enlargement of the abdomen. 

3. An abdominal supporting belt comprising a front 
half and a back half, means joining adjacent edges of the 
back half to the front half whereby the belt will be 
mounted in encircling relation to the abdomen region 
of the body of a wearer, said halves having arcuate end 
edges with the joining means permitting arcuate angular 
adjustment of the front half in relation to the rear half 
for providing support for the abdomen throughout the 
stages of pregnancy, said front half including an inner 
and outer panel, one of said panels having a length 
greater than the other whereby a íìrst panel will initially 
support the abdomen with the second panel effecting ad 
ditional support Vupon subsequent enlargement of the 
abdomen. 

4. The combination of claim 3 wherein said second 
panel is provided with a slack take-up dart at the lower 
edge thereof whereby the support of the second panel 
is effected initially at the bottom edge of the second 
panel for equalizing the supporting eñîect of the panels 
throughout the vertical dimension of the front half. 
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