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-, This invention relates in general to stamping devices, 
such as date stamps and the like, employed for the pur 
pose of imprinting desired data on letters, invoices, or 
other papers or records, and, in particular, to stamping 
devices provided with changeable marking indicia. 
More speci?cally this invention relates to stamping de 

vices of this general type which are used for, simul 
taneously marking several sheets, thus for example, for 
marking the-original of an invoice or letter together with 
the carbon copies of the same. > . 

Heretofore devices, which have been used for marking 
or stamping a plurality of sheets simultaneously have 
accomplished this by perforating the sheets, the small 
perforating‘ needles being so arranged that the resulting 
perforations will form the desired letters or numbers. 
An object of the present invention is to provide a novel 
stamping device which will- enable the desired marking to 
be placed on the copies of the original, while the original 
is being stamped, with the marking of 'the copies being 
accomplished through the medium of the same carbon 
sheets used in making such copies and without necessi 
tating any perforating of either the original or any of the 
copies. 7 ' ' 
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Another object of the present invention is to provide ' 
an improved stamping. device in which the indicia or 
marking ' characteristics are produced by members or 
marking elements which can easily and conveniently be 
rearranged or interchanged. so as toalter such. indicia or 
marking notation as desired. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a novel 

and interchangeable stamping device which can be em 
ployed with any ordinary inking or stamping pad of the 
type commonly used for date stamping devices. 
The manner in which these objects and other inci 

dental advantages are achieved by my invention and the 
construction and operation of the preferred form of my 
invention will be readily understoodfrom the following 
brief description with reference to the accompanying 
drawings. 

In the drawings: 
Figure l is a perspective View of one form in which a 

stamping device embodying my invention may be made; 
Figure 2 is a sectional elevation, taken through the 

center of the device of Figure l and drawn to a larger 

scale; 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary section on line 3—3 of 

Figure 2 drawn to a still larger scale; 
Figure 4 is an elevation, on an enlarged scale, of one 

of the removable‘ and interchangeable pins which form 
the marking indicia on the printing head of the Stamp; 

Figure 5 is a bottom plan view of the stamping 
head, being taken on line 5-—5 of Figure 2 and drawn to 
an enlarged scale; and 

Figure 6 is a corresponding plan section on line 6-6 
of Figure 2. 

Referring ?rst to Figures 1 and 2, the stamping device 
which is shown by way of illustration, comprises a sup 
porting frame formed with an arched base 10, which 
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base is provided with an integral central top tubular 
portion 11 which serves as a, guideway and channel for 
a plunger 12 which‘ isslidable up and downrtherein to a 
limited extent. A handle or head 15 is secured on the top 
of the plunger 12. The plunger 12 is normally held in 
raised position by' a spring 13, which extends around the 
upper end of the plunger and which is held under slight 
compression between the handle 15 and the bottom of an 

. inside recess 13’ in the tubular portion 11, the'elower end 
of the spring 13 being seated in the recess; A- limit 
screw 14 engages a slot 12A extending along the plunger 
12 and serves the double purpose of limiting the up and 
down movement of the plunger and of‘ preventing rota 
tion of the plunger with respect to the base 10 and tubu 
lar guideway 11. > . 

The' bottom end of the plunger 12 (see also Figure 3) 
has a-reduced diameter portion 12B, and a member 16,v 
formed with a central top recess 16A of larger diameter 
than the portion 123, is connected to the bottom end of 
the plunger 12 by what amounts to a limited universal 
joint. A pin 16B extends diametrically through the re 
cessed top portion of the member 16 and passes through 
a channel in the portion 12B, the diameter of which 
channel increases outwardly from the center ‘towards 
each end of the channel. 

1 The- member 16 has a threaded, downwardly extend 
ing stem 17 on which a perforated plate 18 is removably 
screwed. A cap 19, shaped preferably as shown in Fig 
ure 2, ?ts over the top of the perforated plate 18. The 
cap 19 has a central channel, the diameter of the upper 
portion of which corresponds to the maximum diameter 
of member 16, the diameter of the lower portion of 
which corresponds to the external diameter of a boss 18A 
on the top of the plate 18'and an interposed shoulder 
19A in the channel has an internal diameter approxi 
mately eqivalent to that of the threaded stem 17. Thus 
the cap 19 is so formed as to be clamped on the mem 
ber 16 by the plate 18. ' ' 
The plate 18 is provided with a series of perforations 

20 arranged close together and preferably in concentric 
circles. These perforations are of proper size'to receive 
printing pins 21, one of whichpins is shown on men 
larged scale in Figure 4. The printing pins 21 are all 
identical and terminate at their tops'in frusto-conical or 
enlarged diameter portions 21B. The top face of the 
plate 18 is beveled around each perforation 20 so that ' 
when the plate 18‘is removed from the device and held‘ 
horizontal with its top face uppermost and a pin 21 is 
inserted in one of the perforations 20, the pin will drop 
down until the top of the pin is flush with the top of the 
plate 18, the pin being kept from dropping out from 
the plate by its enlarged head. 

In preparing the device for use, the plate 18 is unscrewed 
from the stem 17 of member 16 and pins 21 are set in 
the perforations 20 in such arrangement as to form any 
desired notation, thus for example, to spell the word 
“Paid” together with one or more numbers. Then the 
plate 18, carrying the pins so arranged, is set back in 
place on the device with the cap 19 above it and is 
tightly screwed on the stem 17. 
The bottom ends 21A of the pins 21 are flat and 

blunt, or they may be slightly rounded on the periphery 
as shown in Figure 4. In any event the bottom ends of 
the pins must be blunt enough so that there will be nov 
possibility that they will puncture any paper against '7 
which they are pressed in the stamping operation. 
When my device, in the form illustrated is to be 

used, the pins having been arranged so as to make the 
desired notation, the device is placed over an ordinary 
stamping pad (not shown) so that the plate 18 and the 
specially arranged pins will be above the pad. The 
operator then pushes the plunger down to bring the 



bottom ends‘ of thepins into contact with the stamping 
pad so as to cause the bottom ends of the pins to be 
inked (such inked bottom ends of the pins being'shown 
on the right in Figure 5). 
for use. Assuming that an original invoice and a number 
of carbon copies of theinvoice are ‘to, be stamped, the 
carbon copies and carbon paper are left in place beneath 
the original ‘and 'the stamping device'is placedover the 
‘original at the desired location. The plunger is then 
pressed‘ down onto, the original invoice and the inked 
ends of'the pins produce the ‘desired marking on such 
original.‘ At the same time the pressure at the bottom 
ends of‘the pins on the underlying sheets of paper and inter~ 
posed carbons will result in this same marking ‘being 
reproduced on all the copies of the invoice simultaneously 
‘with vthe stamping of the original. vThe small blunt ends 
of the pins enable the marking notation to be reproduced 
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M central threaded boss engaging said stem, said plate being 

The, device is now, ready .. 
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through a number of carbon copies without any excessive _, 
effort on the part of the operator and also without ‘ 
producing any mutilation or'puncturing of‘ any sheet. 

Several modi?cations could be made in the particular 
device which I have illustrated as a means for carrying 
out my invention without departing from the principle 
of the inventions Thus the imprinting head could be 
connected to the operating handle or plunger in various 
.ways corresponding to the various mountings commonly 
used in different but well-known types of dating stamps 
with which‘ inking pads are provided. It is essential 
however that the stamping device have a removable ' 
perforated head for carrying the interchangeable pins 
and that the bottom, or paper-engaging ends of the pins, 
be su?iciently blunt so that there will be no likelihood of 
any puncturing of. the paper occurring ‘as a result of 
the stamping operation. 1 

I claim: 
In a stamping device of the character described, a 

supporting frame having an open arched base, and a 
guideway extending upwardly from the central portion 
of the top of said ‘arched base, a manually-operable, 
vertically movable, spring mounted plunger slidably 
supported in said guideway for limited up and down 
movement, a member mounted on the bottom of said 
plunger by a limited, substantially universal joint and 
located within said arched base, said member having a 
downwardly-extending threaded stern, a plate removably 
mounted on said threaded stem, said plate having a 

25 

30 

40 

45 

in raised position within said arched base when said 
plunger assembly is in normal raised position, said plate 
formed with symmetrically arranged perforations of 
identical size, identical marking pins selectively and 
removably placed in some of said performations in a 
desired grouping arrangement, the bottom ends of said 
pins extending below said plate, the top ends of said 
pins terminating in increased diameter portions to prevent 
said pins from'sdropping entirely through said perfora 
tions, the top face of said plate being beveled around each 
of said perforations to receive and seat said top ends 
of said pins, the top ends of the pins being ?ush with the 
top face of said plate, and a cap carried on said plate 
and clamped between the top of said plate and the main 
portion of said member when said plate is screwed onto 
said stem of ‘said member and thereby preventing said 
pins from being pushed upwardly with respect to said‘ 
plate, the bottom ends of said pins being blunt to prevent 
the puncturing of a sheet of paper when contacted by 
said bottom ends, said bottom ends adapted for being 
inked by contact with an inking pad, whereby, when said 
bottom ends‘of said pins, after being inked, are pressed 
against a sheet of paper, said pins will produce a particular 
marking‘onv said paper in accordance with the arranged 
grouping of said pins in said plate, and the placing of 
‘additional sheets of paper and carbons beneath said 
?rst mentioned sheetpprior to said marking will cause 
said marking to be transferred simultaneously to said 
additional sheets. 
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