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This invention relates to, a container’ having, a cover, 
said container and cover. being constructed so that an 
openingor pouring. spout can be- formed at one side of 
said cover and container through which the contents of 
said container may be poured. It is now common to 
transport milk and other liquids in containers made of ?ex 
ible material, such as heavy paper or light cardboard. 
It is desirable to have the containerso constructed that 
the~milk or other contents can be poured'therefrom-with 
little eifo'rt. 

It is an object of this inventiontoprovide a-container 
having a cover thereon, said container and cover being 
made of ?exible sheet material which may be heavy paper 
or light cardboard, said cover having a ?ange extending 
about said container adjacent the top thereof and secured 
to said container, a portion of said cover forming a tab, 
said cover being so constructed that said tab may be lifted 
and said container and cover compressed to form an 
opening or pouring spout at said tab. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a con 
tainer made of ?exible sheet material, the same having 
a cover with a depending ?ange extending around the 
top of said container and secured thereto by an adhe 
sive, a portion of said ?ange forming a tab and said cover 
having creases or lines formed therein having their ends 
spaced along said tab and their other ends converging 
toward the opposite side of said cover whereby said tab 
can be lifted from said container and said container and 
cover compressed in a direction transversely of said 
creases or lines so that said cover folds upwardly along 
said creases or lines and a pouring spout and opening is 
formed at said tab. 

It is more speci?cally an object of this invention to pro 
vide a container of ?exible sheet material and preferably 
of cylindrical form having a cover of ?exible material 
with a depending ?ange extending about said container 
at the top thereof and secured to said container prefer 
ably by an adhesive, a portion of said ?ange forming a 
tab, said cover having three lines or creases formed 
therein, the ends of two of which are disposed adjacent 
the ends of said tab, and have their other ends at a point 
substantially diametrically opposite the center of said 
tab, and another one of said creases or lines extending 
from adjacent the center of said tab to said point where 
by said tab can be lifted and said container and cover 
can be compressed in a direction transversely of said 
creases or lines so that said cover will fold upwardly 
about said creases into inverted V-like form and a pouring 
opening and spout will be formed at said tab. 

It is still further an object of this invention to provide 
a novel method of forming such a container as set forth 
in the preceding objects. 

These and other objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will be fully set forth in the following description 
made in connection with the accompanying drawings in 
which like reference characters refer to similar parts 
throughout the several views and in which: 
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Fig; 1 is a perspective view of the container and‘ cover; 
Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the container'and cover; 
Fig. 3 is a vertical section taken on line 3—-3 of Fig. 

2, as indicated by the arrows, and turned through 90 
degrees; and 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the top portion of the 
container and cover showing how the pouring opening 
and spout are formed. 

Referring to the drawings, a container 10 is shown, 
and while this might take various forms, in the embodi 
ment of the invention illustrated, it is‘ shown‘ as cylindrir 
cal. Said container has a closed bottom and is pro 
vided with a cover 11 at its top having a ?ange which 
has a portion 11a extending around the inside of container. 
10 and‘ being reversely bent around the upper end por 
tion of said container so that it formsithe‘ portion 11b 
which extends about the outer side of container 10 and‘ 
depends about said container. Said cover 11' has a 
?at central portion 11c within the ?ange 11a.’ While 
said ?ange might be variously formed, in the embodiment 
of the invention illustrated, it is shown as‘having amul 
tiplicity of portions 11d having semicircular lower ends. 
The said ?ange on cover 11 is tightly secured to the 
container, preferably by an adhesive. While the con 
tainer and cover could be made of any ?exiblev sheet 
material, in practice the same has been made‘from‘ strong 
heavy paper or light cardboard, and the cover and 
container are coated with a waterproof coating on both 
sides. 

in accordance with the present invention, the ?ange 
portion lib is formed with an elongated portion 11e 
which forms a tab of considerable circumferential ex 
tent. The central portion lie of the cover is formed 
with a plurality of creases, lines or indentations 11]‘. 
While the number of the portions 11]‘ might be varied, 
in the embodiment of the invention illustrated they are 
shown as three in number. The ends of the outer or re 
mote portions 11)‘ are disposed adjacent the ends of tab 
116 and the other ends thereof are disposed at a point 
located adjacent ?ange portion 11a substantially dia 
metrically opposite the circumferential center of tab 112. 
The other portion 11]‘ is disposed substantially midway 
between said two portions and it thus extends from sub 
stantially the circumferential center of tab 114; across 
the top of the cover to the ends of the other portions 
11)‘. The inside of the cover 11 and particularly the 
inner sides of the ?ange thereof is highly calendered to 
provide a smooth ?rm surface. 
When it is desired to dispense the contents of the 

container, such as milk or other liquid, the operator will 
lift the tab He by inserting his ?ngernail or an suitable 
implement thereunder. The inner side of the tab being 
highly calendered, the same lifts away from the container 
with a clean smooth surface. After the tab He is so 
lifted, the operator then squeezes or compresses the con 
tainer and cover in a direction transversely of the creases 
11]‘. The central portion lie of the cover then folds 
about the creases 11]‘. The top portion of the cover so 
folded extends along the central crease 117‘ and the folded 
portion of the cover then extends downwardly in inclined 
form to the outer creases 11)‘ so that the folded portion 
of the cover would be triangular in cross section or some~ 
what pyramidal, as shown in Fig. 4. The tab 11e folds 
with the folded portion of the cover and the container 
folds outwardly at the portion which was secured to the 
tab so that a spout 163a is formed, the sides of which 
converge into a curve, as seen in Fig. 4. A very con 
venicnt spout and pouring opening is thus formed and the 
container can now be tilted and the contents discharged 
through the spout 10a. When the desired amount of 
the contents has been discharged, the pressure on the 
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container will be released and the cover will then assume 
its ?at shape or can easily be pressed into this ?at shape. 
The tab He can be moved downwardly again and the 
container can then’ be placed in storage position, such as 
vin the refrigerator. 

From the above description it will be seen that I have 
produced a very simple and yet a very e?icient structure 
for quickly and easily’ forming a pouring spout and open 
ing through which the contents of the container can be 
dispensed. The ‘structure is easily formed and the op 
eration thereof is simple and can be quite rapidly per-’ 
formed. .‘The device ‘has. been amply demonstrated in 
actual practice, found to be very' successful and e?icient 
and the same is being commercially made. 

It will of course be understood that various changes 
may be made in the form, details, arrangement and pro 
portions of the device and in the steps and sequence of. 
stepsof the method without departing from the scope of 
applicant’s invention, which, generally stated, consists in 
a method and device capable of carrying out the objects 
above set forth, such as disclosed and de?ned in the ap 
pended claims. ' 
What is claimed is: . 
1. A cylindrical container made of strong heavy paper 

or light cardboard having a cap thereon of ?exible ma 
terial with a depending ?ange extending about the top 
portion vof said container, said ?ange having a portion 
thereof forming a tab of appreciable circumferentialex 
tent, the top of said cover having creases formed therein, 
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two of which extend from approximately the ends of said 
tab and converge to a point diametrically opposite the , 
center of said tab and the other of which extends from 
substantially the center of said tab and across said cover 
whereby said tab can be lifted and said container and said , 
top compressed transversely of said creases without 
creasing the cylindrical wall of said container to form a 
semi-cylindrical spout at- said tab, said cover folding 
upwardly along said creases. 

2. A cylindrical container made of ?exible sheet ma 
terial having a cap thereon of ?exible material with a de— > 
pending ?ange extending vabout the top portion ‘of said 
container, said ?ange having a portion thereof forming‘ a 
circumferentially extending tab, said cover having aplu- ' 
rality of creases formed therein having their ends alined 
with the ends of said tab and converging to a point at vthe 
opposite side ofsaid cover, the wall of said cover having 
an uninterrupted surface at its upper portion whereby 
said tab can be liftedfand said cover‘ and container com 
pressed transversely of vsaidcreases to form a semi-cylin-' 
drical spout adjacent said tab, said cover folding upward- _ 
ly along said creases. , 
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