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This invention relates to a new construction for a 
portable receptacle or tote box. 
The construction of the present invention affords a 

lightweight and inexpensive receptacle or tote box which 
is of exceptional rigidity and stur'diness, notwithstanding 
the fact that it may be open at top. The'e‘xceptional 
rigidity is imparted to the receptacle by a design in which 
the reinforced base is extended upwardly for the support 
of a rectangular frame which forms the upper open end 
of the receptacle. The design of the receptacle is such 
that it is easily handled because it may be so readily and 
conveniently gripped at different places. ' ‘ 
A further feature of the design is that the receptacles 

may be compactly stacked one on top of another. To 
facilitate stacking, the base of the receptacle is con 
structed to nest on top of the receptacle beneath it, but 
only when the base of the upper receptacle is properly 
registered or aligned in relation to the upper edge of 
the lower receptacle. . - 

In its preferred form, the portable receptacle of ‘the 
present invention is of wire or rod openwork construction 
and open at the top. Conventional receptacles of this 
type of construction are ordinarily not suited for rugged 
use because they are so easily bent and damaged, unless, 
of course, very heavy material is employed in the con 
struction, in which case the advantages of lightweight 
construction are sacri?ced. Because of the unique con 
struction, particularly at the corners, the receptacle‘ of 
the present invention is stronger and more durable than 
conventional receptacles of substantially greater weight. 

For a complete description of the present invention, 
reference may be had to the detailed description which 
follows and to the accompanying drawings ‘in which: 

Figure 1 is an isometric representation of the receptacle 
of the present invention; 7 > 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the corner construc 
tion of the receptacle; '7 ' 1 

Figure 3 is across-section view taken in a vertical 
plane through one of the sides of the receptacle illustrat 
ing the manner in which the receptacles interlock when 
stacked one on top of another; _ 

Figure 4 is a plan view of the receptacle; 
Figure 5 is a rear elevation view thereof; . 
Figure 6 is a cross-section view taken along the line 

6—6 of Figure 4 looking in the direction of the arrows; 
and a 

Figure 7 illustrates an alternative, corner construction 
of the present invention. _ 

Referring to the drawings, particularly to Figure 1, the 
portable receptacle of the present invention comprises a 
rectangular frame 10 which forms the upper edge of the 
receptacle, and a plurality of runner-like members 11,12 
having upturned ends 11a, 12a, respectively, which sup 
port the rectangular frame. vTherunner-like members 
11 form the sides, the runner-like members 12 form the 
front and rear, and the upturned ends 11a and 12a,form 
the corners of the receptacle. - 
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Intermediate the upturned ends, the runner-like mem 

bers 11, 12 extend generally horizontally. The runner 
-mernbers 11 forming the sides of the receptacle, how 
ever, are each bent to form front and rear legs 21 and 22, 
respectively, which extend below the horizontal portions 
of the runner members 12. The front and rear legs 21, 
22 serve to support the receptacle on the ground and, as 
will be explained below, these legs are also of particular 
advantage in facilitating the stacking of the receptacles. 
The runner members 12, therefore, do not rest upon the 
ground. However, as will be explained below, they serve 
to support the receptacle when it is stacked on top of 
another receptacle of the same construction. 

It may be mentioned at this point that the runner 
members 11 are each disposed parallel to but inboard of 
the corresponding side leg of the rectangular frame 10 
(that is to say, inboard. of a vertical fore-and-aft plane 
through the side legs of the rectangular frame 10). Fig 
ure 3 clearly illustrates that the runner member 11 is 
disposed beneath and inside its correspondingleg of the 
rectangular frame 10. Also, the length of the runners 11 
intermediate their upturned ends is less than the length 
of the corresponding side legs of the rectangular frame 
so that, when stacked, the legs 21, 22 of the runner mem 
bers 11 may be received snugly within the open top of 
the lower receptacle. The runner members 12 extend 
parallel to and preferably slightly inboard of the corre 
sponding'legs of the rectangular frame 10, ‘and the length 
of each of the runner'members 12> exceeds the length 
of said corresponding leg of the rectangular frame, so " 
that when stacked the runner members 12 cross and rest 
'upon the side legs of the rectangular frame 10 of'the 
lower receptacle- The signi?cance of these relationships 
will be more readily apparent when the manner of stack 
ing the receptacles is described. . _ 

A bent rod 14 extends horizontally along the sides and 
rear of the receptacle at a height intermediate the rec 
tangular frame 10 and the bases of'the runner members 
11,‘ 12. The rod 14 serves not only as a barrier to con 
tain articles within the receptacle, but also as a support 
for the ends of a liner 15 (indicated in phantom lines). 
.The rod 14 may be eliminated from the front of the 
receptacle so that articles may be removed through the 
open front when a plurality of receptacles are stacked 
one on top of another. ‘ 

The liner 15 may be made of plastic, cardboard or 
other material; The ends thereof may be conveniently 
suspended from the bar '14 at the sides and the rear of 
the receptacle and, if desired, the front of the plastic 
liner may be attached to the base of the member 12 at 
the front of the receptacle. ’ 

If desired, a stiff board or sheet may serve as the 
bottom of the receptacle with or without the liner 15. 

Also, if desired, one or more reinforcement posts 17 Y 
may be connected between thenrectangular frame 10 and 
the horizontal base portions ‘of the U-shaped' members . 
11, 12 for added rigidity. . , 

Crossed diagonal rods or bars 19 are suspendedv 
between the horizontal portions of the-front and rear . 
runners 12 to impart rigidity to the base of the receptacle. 
As shown in Figure 6, these bars are ?attened at their 
point of intersection 20 and welded together for added 
reinforcement to the receptacle. 
provide a relatively ?at support for the liner 15. 
A horizontal bar 16 extends across the front of the re! 

cep'tacle, and it is attached at opposite ends to the up 
turned ends 12a of the front runner member 12. Itis 
disposed at a height just slightly above the base or hori 
zontal portion of the runner member 12 to preventthe .- ' 
articles from accidentally falling from thereceptacle, such I ' 

These crossed bars also‘ ' 
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as by sliding. The bar 16, therefore, serves as a barrier 
over which the articles may be lifted to remove them 
from the receptacle. If preferred, the front edge of the 
liner 15 may be attached to the horizontal bar 15 instead 
of to the runner member 12. 
The unique corner construction of the receptacle is 

an extremely important feature of the invention. The 
corner construction extends the rigidity from the rein 
forced base of the receptacle upwardly for the support of 
the rectangular frame 10. The construction imparts ex— 
ceptional rigidity to the receptacle which, in turn, or 
it possible to withstand considerable abuse without becom 
ing damaged or unusable by loss of shape or ability to be 
stacked. The corner construction is best shown in Figure 
2 of the drawings. The upturned ends Lia, 12a of ad 
jacent ends of the runner members 13, 12 are joined or 
welded at their extreme upper ends, as at a and b, to 
different sides or legs of the rectangular frame 1;’). 
Furthermore, the horizontal base portion of the runner 
member 12 is joined or welded, as at c, to the upstand 
ing leg 11a of the runner member The connection c 
is so disposed with respect to the connections a and b 
that lines connecting the three points would form an 
acute triangle. it is apparent, therefore, that the con 
struction provides eight separate points of support for the 
rectangular frame 10, and it is further apparent that the 
construction is capable of withstanding without deforma 
tion not only vertical loads, but loads, including shocl; 
loads caused by impact or dropping, at angles to the ver 
tical direction. 
The receptacles of the present invention are readily 

stacked one on top of another .in proper registration. 
When in proper registration, the legs 21, 22 of the runner 
members 11 of the upper receptacle are snugly received 
(with some clearance, if desired) just inside ‘the side legs 
of the rectangular frame 10 of the lower receptacle, 
thereby registering the upper receptacle transversely in re 
lation to the lower receptacle, and the upturned ends 
11a of the runner members are snugly received (with 
some clearance, if desired) between the front and rear 
legs of the rectangular frame it} of the lower receptacle, 
thereby registering the upper receptacle in a fore-and~aft 
direction in relation to the lower receptacle. When the 
upper receptacle is thus properly registered, the extended 
portions of the horizontal front and rear runnerlike mem 
bers 12 will cross and sit on top of the side legs of the 
rectangular frame 10 of the receptacle beneath it. 
The curvature in the side runner members 11, which 

forms the front and rear legs 21, 22, respectively, is also 
of advantage in stacking the receptacles, particularly at 
heights, in that it is convenient ?rst to register the rear 
ward legs 22 of the receptacle inside the side legs of the 
rectangular frame 10 of the lower receptacle. When the 
legs 22 are so positioned, the receptacle is properly regis~ 
tered transversely. The rear end of the receptacle will 
be supported by the engagement of the rear runner mem 
ber 12 with the side legs of the rectangular frame, since, 
as mentioned above, the members 12 are longer than the 
front and rear legs of the rectangular frame. The recep 
tacle may then be pushed or slid rearwardly along the 
legs forming the upper side edges of the lower receptacle 
until the receptacle is registered in a fore-and-aft direction 
with the lower receptacle, in which position the front legs 
21 of the receptacle drop behind the upper front edge of 
the lower receptacle and the front runner member 12 
comes to rest thereon. This interlocking construction of 
the receptacles, therefore, insures that they will be stacked 
one on top of another in proper registration. 

It may also be observed that' the corner construction 
of the receptacle, in addition to imparting strength to the 
receptacle, is very conveniently gripped by hand because 
of the separation between upturned ends 11a, 12a of the 
runner members 11, 12. Of course, it is apparent that 
in addition to being conveniently gripped at the corners, 
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4 l 
the receptacle may also be conveniently grasped, even 
with the liner installed, by the legs of the upper frame 10, 
or by any of the horizontal runners 11, 12, or by any 
combination of the foregoing. One or more hooks may 
be used in handling the receptacle. 
An alternative embodiment of the present invention is 

illustrated in Figure 7, wherein the upturned ends 11a, 
12a of the runner members H, 1.2, respectively, are 
connected at their extreme upper ends to different legs of 
the upper frame it). For example, the upturned ends 11:: 
of the members 11 are connected to the front and rear 
legs of the frame 10 instead of to the side legs thereof, and 
the upturned ends 12a of the members 12 are connected 
to the side legs of the frame 10 instead of to the front 
and rear legs thereof. 
The invention has been shown in preferred forms and 

by way of example only, and obviously many modi?ca 
tions and variations may be made therein without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention. For example, 
the number of sides of the receptacle may be increased, 
if desired. The invention, therefore, is not to be limited 
to any speci?ed form of embodiment, except in so far as 
such limitations are set forth in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A receptacle comprising a rectangular frame form 

ing the upper edge of the receptacle, an elongated hori— 
zontally disposed member below and extending parallel 
to each leg of the rectangular frame, each of said mem 
bers having upturned ends for supporting the rectangu 
lar frame, the upturned ends of each member being con 
nected to the corresponding leg of the rectangular frame 
to which it is parallel, adjacent members being con 
nected together adjacent their ends below the connections 
between the upturned ends of the members. 

2. A receptacle as set forth in claim 1 wherein the up 
turned ends of each elongated member form an acute 
angle with the intermediate portion of the elongated 
member. . 

3. A receptacle as set forth in claim 1 wherein two of 
said members on opposite sides of the receptacle are dis 
posed below their adjacent members, the lengths of said 
two members between their upturned ends being shorter 
than the corresponding legs of the rectangular frame, 
each of said two members being offset inwardly from a 
vertical plane passing through the corresponding leg 
of the rectangular frame, whereby, when one receptacle 
is, stacked on top of another, said two members will 
serve to register the upper receptacle in both transverse 
and fore~and~aft directions relative to the lower rc 
ceptacle, while the other two members support the re 
ceptacle on top of the lower receptacle. 

4. A receptacle as set forth in claim 1 including rc 
inforcing means extending diagonally between said mem 
bers, said reinforcing means serving to impart rigidity to 
the base of the receptacle. 

5. A receptacle as set forth in claim 1 including 
barrier means extending between the upturned ends of 
the member disposed at the front of the receptacle, the 
height of said barrier means preventing articles from 
accidentally falling from the receptacle but nevertheless 
permitting articles to be raised above said barrier means 
to e?ect their removal through an opening in the front of 
the receptacle vde?ned by the barrier, the corresponding 
leg of the rectangular frame and the two upturned ends 
between which the barrier extends. 

6. A receptacle as set forth in claim 3 wherein ‘the 
said other two members are longer intermediate their 
upturned ends than the respective legs of the rectangular 
member. . 

,7. A receptacle as set forth in claim 3 wherein each 
of the lower members is bent to form front and rear 
legs therein. 

(References on following page) 
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