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The present invention relates generally to the art of 
cleaning and polishing and it relates more particularly to 
mittens for wet or dry cleaning and polishing of Venetian 
blind slats and other surfaces. 
An object of the present invention is to provide a new 

and improved mitten for wet or dry cleaning and polish 
ing of Venetian blind slats and other surfaces. Another 
object of the present invention is to provide a cleaning 
and polishing mitten which‘can be used on either the right 
hand or the left hand and which is particularly effective 
in the cleaning of Venetian blind slats and other relative 
ly thin objects having opposite outer surfaces capable of 
being encompassed by the hand of the user. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a cleaning and polishing mit which is simple and 
inexpensive to manufacture; which can be used either 
dry ,or wet (with water or suitable detergent solution); 
and which greatly cuts down the time required for clean 
ing Venetian blind slats, the legs of furniture, bric-a-brac, 
and other similar objects and surfaces. Other objects 
and advantages of the present invention are apparent in 
the following detailed description, appended claims and 
accompanying drawings. 

In the accompanying drawings there are shown certain 
forms thereof which are presently preferred and which 
have been found in practice to give'satisfactory results, 
it being understood, however, that the present invention 
is not limited to the precise arrangements and instru 
mentalities illustrated. ' 

Referring to the accompanying drawings in which‘like 
reference characters indicate like parts throughout: 

‘Figure l is a perspective view ‘of a cleaning mit form 
ing one embodiment of the present invention, as it ap 
pears in use. 

Figure 2 is a front elevational view of the mit'of Fig. 1; 
the wiping panel or member being shown in ?at position 
with the ?nger and thumb portions lying in a single plane. 

Figure 3 is an elevational view like that of Fig. 2 but 
showing the thumb portion of the wiping panel turned 
upward and into juxtaposition with the ?nger portion. 

Figure 4 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view taken 
generally along the line 4—4 of Fig. 3. 

According to the embodiment of Figs. 1-4, I may con 
struct the novel mit of the present invention extremely 
simply and with a minimum number of parts and fabri 
cation operations. 

Thus, in this embodiment, I may provide an integral 
one-piece back panel or member 10; an integral front 
panel or member 12; an integral wiping panel or member 
14 and an integral lining and backing panel or member 
16 underlying the wiping panel 14 and identical therewith 
in con?guration. 
The wiping panel 14 has a rounded ?nger portion 18 

and a generally trapezoidal thumb portion 20. As men 
tioned above, the underlying lining and backing panel 16 
is similar in con?guration to the wiping panel 14 and also 
has a rounded ?nger portion and a trapezoidal thumb 
portion. 
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The panels or members 10, 12, 14 and 16 are inter 

connected into a more or less unitary mitten by seamlines 
in an extremely simple manner. 

Thus, a continuous seam 22 connects the adjoining 
edges of the back panel 10 and front panel 12 extending 
upward along one side of the mitten until it meets the 
inner end of the rounded ?nger portion 18 of the wiping 
panel 14 (and also the inner end of the lining panel 16). 
The seam 22 then continues along the rounded outer 
edges of the panels 12, 14 and 16 until it reaches the 
opposite inner ends of the ?nger portions of the wiping 
and lining panels 14 and 16. Thereafter, the seam 22 
continues downward so as to connect the other edges of 
the back panel 10 and front panel 12. 
The second seam 24 connects the edges of the trape 

zoidal thumb portion 20 of the wiping panel 14 (and 
also the corresponding trapezoidal thumb portion of the 
lining panel 16) to the correspondingly shaped trape 
zoidal edges of the front panel 12. v 
The thumb seam 24 meets the outer continuous seam 22 

at points 26 so as to form a generally enclosed mit having 
an opening 28 to permit insertion of the hand into the 
mit. The free ends of the back and front panels 10 and 
12 may be turned inward at the opening 28 and hemmed 
by a continuous annular seam 30. 
The wiping panel 14 is preferably constructed of a 

pile fabric, such as terry cloth, or other similar material 
which is relatively bulky and capable of holding an ap 
preciable volume of liquid when wet._ 
The panels 10, 12 and 16 may be constructed of any 

suitable woven material, natural or synthetic, including, 
for example, cotton, nylon, Dacron, Orlon, etc. 

Instead, the panels 10, 12 and 16 may be constructed 
of continuous-?lm sheeting of waterproof material, as for 
example natural or synthetic rubber, synthetic resinsv (like 
polythene), etc. 
The use of waterproof material for panels 10, 12 and 

16 has the advantage of keeping the hand of the user dry 
when the glove is immersed in water or a detergent solu 
tion to wet the wiping panel 14, when the glove is used, 
as will be described hereinbelow. 
However, in the interest of economy, ordinary woven 

fabric may be used for the panels 10, 12 and 16. In such 
case, the cleaning mit can be worn over a conventional 
one-piece molded waterproof glove G of latex or the like 
to protect the hand of the user from the water or detergent 
solution, as shown in Fig. 1. 
Where the cleaning mit is used in conjunction with a 

separate waterproof latex glove G as described above, it 
may, under certain circumstances, also be desirable to 
construct the lining panel 16 of pile fabric (such as terry 
cloth) to increase the water retaining properties of the 
wiping panel 14. 
As best indicated in Figs. 2 and 3, the trapezoidal 

thumb portion 20 of the wiping panel 14 (as well as the 
corresponding portion of the lining panel 16) is centered 
with respect to the side edges of the mit so that the mit 
can be used equally well on either the right hand or 
the left hand. Since, in cleaning operations on Venetian 
blind slats, the legs of furniture, pieces of bric-a-brac 
and other surfaces, it is frequently advantageous to be 
able to use one or the other hand at will, the provision 
of a centered symmetrical thumb portion, as described 
above, is highly desirable. 
As also indicated in Figs. 2 and 3, the free end of the 

trapezoidal thumb portion is relatively wide to afford a 
more effective cleaning action than would be possible 
with a conventional thumb portion conforming more 
closely to the thumb of the hand. 
The double-ply structure provided by the wiping panel 

14 and the lining panel 16 affords some degree of sti?'ness 
and form retention and further increases the e?iciency 
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ofthe mit since it enables a greater area of the ?nger por 
tion'18 and the thumb portion 20 to remain in effective 
wiping contact with the surface being cleaned; as for 
example the Venetian blind slats S shown in lflyow 
eiv‘ét; the giving Whitman? the‘lini?g Panel. 16.. are 
still‘ sti?i'cient'ly’i?exible to enable them to be curved- so 
as. to ?t about rounded objects: such as, table and chair 
legs,“ bric-a-brac suif'faces, etc. 

‘This flexibility alse'provides a distinct advantage in 
that'the user, simply by making antight “?st,” can squeeze 
out the excess‘ water or detergent solution, following im 
mersion, so‘ as to‘ provide’ a thoroughly wet and yet not 
dripping wiping panel such ‘as is most desirable for clean 
ing purposes. 
“Instead of ‘employing a pile fabric such as terry cloth 
for the 'wiping'panel' 14 (and optionally also the lining 
panel‘ '16’). vI may use?annel ‘er other relatively bulky and 
liquid retaining material. ' ' 

' ‘Another advantage of my novel cleaning mit construc 
tion‘, stems from ‘the fact that the wiping panel is‘ con 
structed of a single piece of fabric which, as described 
above, normally'lies Lin single plane with the thumb 
portion and the rounded forward portion thereof- extend 
ing ‘in continuation of each other, as shown in Fig. 2. 
This enables the user to insert his or her entire hand into 
the ?nger pocket, with the thumb'alongside of the ?ngers, 
and to use the entire ?at surface of the wiping panel (i. e. 
both'the roundedgforward portion and the thumb portion) 
for washing or wiping relatively large surfaces. That is, 
the thumb pocket is now empty and the thumb portion 
of'thewiping panel merely forms an enlargement and 
continuation of the rounded forward ?nger portion of 
the wiping panel. In other words, the cleaning mit can 
b'e'used equally well in the position shown in Fig. 2, as 
in' the position shown in Figs. 1 and 3. 
The present invention may be embodied in other spe 

ci?c ‘forms and, therefore, the foregoing embodiments 
are to be considered in all respects as illustrative and not 
restrictive, reference being made to the appended claims 
as indicating the scope of this invention. ' ' 
Having thus described my invention, I claim as new 

and desire to protect by Letters Patent the following: ' 
'1’. A cleaning mitten capable of being used ‘on either 

hand comprising: a one piece front panel of-non-ab 
sorbent material; a one piece'back panel of non-absorbent 
materialg'and a one piece wiping panel of an absorbent 
material backed- by a non-absorbent material, said'wiping 
panel being foldable into a relatively wide thumb section ' 
and a ?nger section longer and wider than said thumb 
section; the back panel having a forward section 'cor 
responding in shape with the ?nger section of said wiping 
panel» and-“having also a rearward section, the‘forward 
section of‘ the back panel and the ?nger 'section'of ‘the 
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wiping panel being stitched together by a peripheral 
seamline extending along the entire length of their pe 
ripheral edges, the front panel having a forward section 
corresponding in shape with the thumb section of said 
wiping panel, and a rearward section corresponding in 
shape with the rearward section of said back panel, the 
thumb section of the wiping panel and the forward sec 
tion of the front panel beingstitched together by a pe 
ripheral seamline extending along the entire length of 
their peripheral edges, and the rearward sections of the 
front and back panel being stitched together by peripheral 
seamlines extending the length of their side edges, there 
by forming a generally enclosed mitten having an elon 
gated wrist enclosing opening between the peripherally 
stitched rearward‘ sections of the front and back panels, a 
single wide thumb-enclosing pocket between the pe 
ripherally stitched forward section of the front panel and 

section of the wiping panel, and a single wide 
?nger enclosing pocket between the peripherally stitched 
forward section of the back panel and‘ thumb-section ot 
the wiping panel with the non-absorbent backing of’ the 
wiping panel‘ being disposed inside the mitten. 

A construction according to claim 1 wherein the 
wiping panel is of absorbent fabric and wherein the non 
absorb'ent backing of the wiping panel is a lining panel 
underlying the wiping panel and corresponding in shape 
thereto, the edges of-the lining panel being secured to 
the clon‘tigueus edges of; the wiping panel and the back 
panel: and the front panel’ by the peripheral seamlines. 

’ 3. A construction according to claim 2 wherein the 
back panel, the front panel and the lining panel are of 
waterproof vmaterial so that the hand of the user is kept 

even though the, wiping panel is used in wet con 
dition. ' ' 

construction according to claim 2' wherein the 
wiping panel and‘the‘ lining panel have trapezoidal thumb 
portie'ns, the’ composite two-ply thumb structure having 
sufficient transverse stiffness to provide a relatively wide 
wiping area; extending transversely substantially beyond 
the thumb of thewwearer. 
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