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1 Claim. (Cl. 2—-113) 

This invention relates to an underwear construction 
and, more particularly, to a sleeve construction for men’s 
cotton, rib knit T shirts. 

Conventional men’s cotton knit underwear ?ts the body 
snugly. In the sleeve construction of conventional, rib 
knit T shirts, there is a shoulder portion of the body 
to which is sewn a sleeve along a substantially vertical 
seam to the end of the shoulder of the wearer. Such 
construction has the outstanding disadvantage that the 
sleeve binds the arm and shoulder when raised since the 
rib knit extends vertically, allowing only horizontal and 
no vertical stretch and preventing free and unrestrained 
movement of the arm resulting in discomfort. 
An object of my invention is to provide a sleeve con 

struction for cotton knit underwear, particularly rib knit 
T shirts, that is devoid of the above named disadvantages 
of binding and discomfort and which will permit free and 
unrestrained movements of the arms in all directions and 
which will provide an amazing degree of comfort and 
wear. 

A more speci?c object of my invention is to provide 
a raglan type of sleeve construction for men’s cotton 
knit T shirts but with modi?cations of the conventional 
raglan sleeve to provide elasticity in the shoulder and 
armpit regions and to permit a considerably greater 
amount of freedom for arm movements while still pro 
viding a snug fit. 

Other objects and advantages of my invention will be 
come more apparent from a study of the following de 
scription taken with the accompanying drawing wherein: 

Fig. l is an exploded perspective view showing the 
separate parts comprising the sleeve, body and collar por 
tions of a man’s T shirt before they are sewn together; 

Fig. 2 is a top or plan view of the sleeve portion; and 
Fig. 3 is a front view showing a completely assembled 

T shirt embodying the principles of the present invention. 
Referring more particularly to Fig. 1 of the drawing, the 

body portion 1 consists of a one piece, tubular knit fabric, 
preferably rib knit cotton with vertically extending ribs 
in, as shown in part in Fig. 3, in the customary way. 
However the sleeves 2 are provided with ribs 20 extending 
in the direction of the arms, that is, substantially hori 
zontally. but somewhat downwardly inclined as shown 
in Fig. 3. 
An outstanding feature of the present invention resides 

in the manner of cutting the sleeves 2 and sewing them 
to the body portion 1. After considerable experimenta 
tion, I have found that optimum results are obtained by 
joining the sleeves to the body portion along a direct, 
straight sewing line 211 from the armpit region to a point 
about 1 inch from the neckband 3 whereby binding of 
the sleeves against the shoulder of the wearer is eliminated. 
Curved portions 212 of the sleeve are sewn together at the 
armpit. 

In conventional raglan types of sleeves such as used in 
overcoats, the sewing line or seam between the sleeves 
and body portion is along a curved line which goes di~ 
rectly to the collar or neckband portion, rather than stop 
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ping short of it. Thus, swinging of the arms or shoulders 
causes a direct pull on the collar tending to distort it 
and causing neck discomfort. Moreover, the curved cut 
of the ends of the sleeves which are secured to the body 
portion causes the sleeves to pull the cloth into folds 
causing an unsightly appearance as well as hindering free 
movements. 
The straight line sewing of the seams 2a joining the 

straight edges 1b of the body portion and straight edges 
2:: of the sleeve portions, in accordance with the present 
invention, provides not only a smoother and more snug 
?t but gives substantially greater comfort of wear and tends 
for a steady even pull all along the seams since the rib 
knit cloth structure will take care of any curving or stretch 
desired. There is no restraint whatsoever on the outer 
portion of the shoulder, as in conventional T shirt con 
structions. Instead, the horizontally extending ribs 20 
of the sleeves provide maximum comfort at the shoulder 
permitting vertical lifting of the shoulder without any 
restraint in view of the stretchability of the fabric in this 
particular direction. 
Moreover, since the seams do not extend directly to the 

collar, but extend to a point almost an inch away, there 
is no direct pull on the collar and there is a small degree 
of horizontal stretch in the body portion adjacent the 
shoulder. The body portion has shoulder edge portions 
in and M which are out along straight lines and sewn 
together so as to coincide with the medial line of the 
shoulder of the wearer. The ends are sewn to the collar 
3 and sleeves 2. 
Thus it will be seen that I have provided an e?icient 

sleeve construction for knit underwear of cotton or other 
suitable material, particularly for rib knit "t‘ shirts, which 
construction involves a modi?ed raglan sleeve wherein the 
sleeves and body portion are joined along straight edges 
terminating short of the collar so as to permit an amazing 
degree of freedom of arm movements without sacri?cing 
snug and smooth ?t of the garment or its appearance. 
While I have illustrated and described a single speci?c 

embodiment of my invention, it will be understood that 
this is by way of illustration only, and that various changes 
and modi?cations may be made within the contemplation 
of my invention and within the scope of the following 
claim. 

I claim: 
A knit T undershirt comprising a one piece tubular knit 

body portion having arm and neck openings formed at 
one end thereof, a neckband secured to said neck open 
ing, said tubular body portion having vertically extend 
ing ribs, the arm openings being angularly related to the 
axis of the body portion, the upper edge portions of the 
arm openings being spaced from the outer edge portion 
of the neck ‘opening to form narrow shoulder covering 
portions, the front and back parts of the shoulder cover 
ing portions being connected together by a shoulder seam, 
short sleeve portions, each having ribs extending longi 
tudinally of the axis ‘of the sleeve and having an attach— 
ing edge disposed at an acute angle relative to the axis 
of the sleeve, the said attaching edge of each sleeve and 
the edge of each arm opening being secured together, the 
ribs of each sleeve portion and the ribs of the body portion 
extending substantially at right angles to be transmitted 
directly to the neckband by the seams, since they are 
directly connected to the neckband. 
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