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This invention relates to a multiple electric terminal 
adapted to make connections with a number of comple 
mental terminal members. In the embodiment of the in 
vention hereinafter described, the terminal members are 
of the male-and-female type which can easily and quickly 
be joined to make a good electrical connection. 
An object of the present invention is to provide a multi 

ple terminal the parts of which can be easily and cheaply 
made and which can be quickly assembled. Certain em 
bodiments of the invention are hereinafter described and 
are illustrated on the drawing, of which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the metal part of a 
multiple terminal embodying the invention; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a metal part like that 
in Figure 1 but with fewer terminals; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary plan view of an assembled 
multiple terminal; 

Figure 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of Figure 3; 
Figure 5 is a section on the line 5-5 of Figure 3; 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of a modi?ed form of 

the invention; and 
Figure 7 is a section on the line 7-7 of Figure 6. 
The multiple terminals illustrated on the drawing con 

sist of two parts one of which is of sheet or strip metal, 
the other part being of insulating material. 
The metal part 10 shown in Figure l is made by cutting 

a blank from sheet metal with tongues 12 projecting 
symmetrically in opposite directions from a central strip. 
The blank is then folded upon itself along the longitudinal 
median 14. Each tongue 12 is reversely bent so that 
substantial portions thereof are in spaced parallel planes 
which are parallel to the plane of the doubled portion 
16 of the device adjacent to the fold 14. 
The metal piece 10 is easily assembled with the base 

or body member 20 which has a longitudinally extending 
groove 22 therein ?tted by the doubled portion 16 of 
the metal member. Since when the device is in use, there 
will be at times considerable tension imposed on the 
metal member tending to separate it from the insulating 
base, the metal piece should be securely anchored in the 
groove 22. This may be done by bending or curling out~ 
ward selected margin or edge portions 24 of the doubled 
part 16. These form barbs inclined slightly with re 
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spect to the plane of the doubled part and extending away 
from the line of fold to press into the walls of the 
groove 22 and lock the metal part 10 in place. The 
lips 24 are constructed to act like pawls, permitting easy 
inward movement of the doubled portion 16 of the metal 
member into the groove, and strongly resisting any move 
ment of the metal member in the opposite direction. In 
Figure 1, such lips are shown at the ends of the doubled 
portion 16, but similar lips can be formed between suc 
cessive pairs of tongues 12 in addition to or instead of 
the lips shown. 
Any number of pairs of tongues 12 may be included 

in a multiple terminal four pairs being shown by way of 
example in Figure 1. A single pair of tongues 12 is on 
the member shown in Figure 2. 
The body 20 of insulation on which the metal member 

10 is mounted may have upstanding walls 30, preferably 
integral with the body and extending up beyond the 
tongues 12 to protect the tongues and to act as a guard 
against accidental contact with the tongues. Since in 
an installation the tongues may be and usually are 
charged, this latter function is important. However, the 
side walls may be omitted if desired and a base or body 
member 32 may be provided to receive an integral multi 
ple metal member similar to the member 10, with the 
same number of tongues or more or less. One or more 
units like that shown in Figure 2 may be inserted in the 
groove. 
The terminal members 12 as shown are simple tongues 

adapted to cooperate with complemental terminal or con 
nector members 34, but other varieties of interengaging 
terminal or connector members can be employed. 

I claim: 
1. A multiple electric terminal comprising a metal 

member consisting of a piece of sheet metal folded upon 
itself to form a doubled portion along the line of fold, 
the portions more remote from the line of fold being 
shaped to form a plurality of terminal tongues offset 
from the plane of said doubled portion, said member 
having a plurality of barbs projecting from said doubled 
portion away from the line of fold and inclined with re 
spect to the plane of the doubled portion, and a body 
of insulating material with a groove in which said doubled 
portion is ?tted, said barbs engaging in the side walls of 
the groove to prevent removal of the metal member from 
the insulating body. 

2. A multiple electric terminal as in claim 1, said 
body of insulating material having upstanding side walls 
extending beyond the ends of said tongues to surround 
and shield said tongues. 
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