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Kenneth R. Hirvonen, Van Dyke, Mich. 

Application September 1, 1954', Serial No. 453,490 
3 Claims. (CI. 40-16) 

This invention relates to improvements in viewinghold 
ers for photoprints" and the like, the primary- object of: 
the invention being to provide a novel holder of’ this 
kind which provides for easier insertion and removal 
of photoprints and the :like, and which. securely holds 
from one to alarge number of prints,~,up to the capacity 
of the holder, in an enclosed, dustproof manner. 

Another importantobject of. the invention‘is- the pro 
vision of a more practical and e?icient device of the 
character indicated above which facilitates the orderly 
viewing in succession of a large number of' printsand 
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the like, and which is in such. form that theidevice-may‘ ‘ 
be used as a decorative element on a table, desk, or the 
like, and serve as a permanent protective container for 
the prints or the like. 
A further important object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of the character indicated above which can 
be made in rugged, serviceable, and attractive forms, of 
a variety of materials, at relatively low cost. 

Other important objects and advantageous features of 
the invention will be apparent from the following de 
scription and the accompanying drawings, wherein, for 
purposes of illustration only, a speci?c form of the inven 
tion is set forth in detail. 

Figure 1 is a general perspective view of such form, 
showing photoprints in place therein, a single photo 
print being shown in phantom lines in partly inserted 
or withdrawn position; 
Figure 2 is a vertical longitudinal section taken on 

the line 2—2 of Figure 1, with the cover section shown 
partly removed in phantom lines; and 

Figure 3 is a transverse vertical section taken on line 
3-—3 of Figure 1. 
Referring in detail to the drawings, wherein like nu 

merals designate like parts through the several views, 
the numeral 5 generally designates the illustrated hold 
er, which comprises a U-shaped body section A and a 
cover section B. 
The body section A comprises a preferably rectangular 

cross section, transversely elongated block 6 having top 
and bottom surfaces 7 and 8, respectively, an outer side 
9, an inner side 10, and end surfaces 11. 

Integral with or otherwise suitably secured to the inner 
side 10 of the block 6 is a pair of similar longitudinally 
elongated side walls 12, 12, having outer sides 13, 13 
?ush with the end surfaces 11 of the block 6 and bot 
tom edges 14, 14 ?ush with the bottom surface S of 
the block 6, and upper edges 15, 15 flush with the top 
surface 7 of the block 6. 
The side walls 12, 12 have outer ends 16, 16 which 

are longitudinally spaced from the inner side 18 of the 
block 6 at a distance not substantially longer than the 
length of photoprints 17 or the like to be held in the 
holder 5, and the laterally inward sides 18, 18 of the 
side walls 12, 12 are spaced from each other at a dis 
tance slightly less than the width of photoprints 17 to 
be held in the holder, in the slightly transversely bowed 
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condition of such prints resulting from processing of the 
prints. 
At alevel somewhat below the upper edges 15, 15 of 

the side walls 12, 12 are laterally inwardly projecting 
shoulders 19, 19 which are parallel to the upper edges 
15, 15. In order to provide easier access‘ to "prints 17 
or the like present in the holder 5, the‘ shoulders 19, 
19 have outwardly and upwardly beveled surfaces 20, 
20 which intersect the upper edges 15, 15 of the side 
walls 12. 
The inward sides 18, 18 of the side walls 12, 12 are 

knurled with longitudinal, closely ‘vertically spaced ribs 
or ridges 21, between which the prints 17 or the like 
are retainably and slidably engaged. 

In placing prints 17 or the like in the body" section 
A, one or more prints, in upwardly bowed condition, 
as shown in Figure 1 of the drawings, are manually'in 
serted between the side walls 12, 12 either by sliding 
them longitudinally into a place between the spaced 
ends of the sidewalls 12, 12 or by pressing them up 
wardly, into place, against the shoulders 19, 19, through 
the open space between the side walls. Upper ones of 
'a stack of prints 17 or the like, including the topmost 
print exposed to view from above the shoulders 19, 19 
may be slid with the ?ngers, endwise out of the ‘opening 
between the ends 16, 16 of the side walls‘12; and lower 
prints in a stack may be similarly removed from the bot 
tom of the stack. 
The upper surface 7 of the block 6 is provided with 

a central longitudinal thumb groove 22 which facilitates 
holding and handling the body section A, and manipula 
tion of prints 17 or the like therein. 

The cover section B comprises a preferably clear plas 
tic, ‘box-like form which slidably ?ts over the body sec 
tion A so as to completely enclose the section A and 
protect prints 17 or the like present therein, from dust, 
dirt, heat, moisture, and contact damage, and which per 
mits of viewing prints 17 or the like, if desired, while 
the cover section B is in place. 
The cover section B has an open end 23 and a closed 

end wall 24, which in the installed condition of the cover 
section are preferably flush with the outer side 9 of the 
block 6, and in abutment with the open end edges 16, 
16 of the side walls 12, 12, respectively. The cover sec 
tion B has a top wall 25 slidably engaging the top sur 
face 7 of the block 6, side walls 26, 26 slidably engag 
ing the outer sides 13, 13 of the side walls 12, 12 and 
the ends 11 of the block 6, and a bottom wall 27 slidably 
engaging the bottom surface 8 of the block 6 and the 
lower edges 14, 14 of the side walls 12, 12. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a holder for photoprints and the like, a body 

section consisting of a block having opposite ends, outer 
and inner sides, and top and bottom surfaces, ?xed lat 
erally spaced elongated side walls on the inner side of the 
block at the ends thereof, said side walls extending in a 
direction away from said inner side of the block and 
having free ends remote from the block, said side walls 
having inner sides and upper edges, shoulders on and ex 
tending along the inner sides of the side walls at the 
upper edges of the side walls and projecting laterally in 
wardly from the side walls, said side walls having free 
and unencumbered lower edges, said shoulders being 
spaced upwardly from the free lower edges of the side 
walls, the inner sides of the side walls between the shoul 
ders and the free lower ‘edges of the side walls having 
vertically spaced longitudinal ridges thereon with which 
side edges of prints wider than the distance between the 
inner sides of the side walls are adapted to be engaged 
with the prints in transversely bowed condition. 

2. In a holder for photoprints and the like, a body sec 
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tion consisting of a block having opposite ends, outer 
and inner sides, and top and bottom surfaces, ?xed lat 
erally spaced elongated side walls on the inner side of 
the block at the ends thereof, said side walls extending 
in a direction away from said inner side of the block 
and having free ends remote from the block, said side 
walls having inner sides and upper edges, shoulders on 
and extending along the inner sides of the side Walls at 
the upper edges of the side walls and projecting laterally 
inwardly from the side walls, said side walls having free 
and unencumbered lower edges, said shoulders being 
spaced upwardly from the free lower edges of the side 
walls, the inner sides of the side walls between the 
shoulders and the free lower edges of the side walls hav 
ing vertically spaced longitudinal ridges thereon with 
which side edges of prints wider than the distance be 
tween the inner sides of the side Walls are adapted to 
be engaged with the prints in transversely bowed con 
dition, said shoulders having upper sides which decline 
laterally inwardly in directions away from the side walls 
and which facilitate pressing prints downwardly be 
tween and below the shoulders into engagement with 
the ridges on the side Walls. 

3. In a holder for photoprints and the like, a body sec 
tion consisting of a block having opposite ends, outer and 
inner sides, and top and bottom surfaces, ?xed laterally 
spaced elongated side walls on the inner side of the 
block at the ends thereof, said side walls extending in 
a direction away from said inner side of the block and 
having free ends remote from the block, said side walls 
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having inner sides and upper edges, shoulders on and ex 
tending along the inner sides of the side walls at the upper 
edges of the side walls and projecting laterally inwardly 
from the side walls, said side Walls having free and un 
encumbered lower edges, said shoulders being spaced 
upwardly from the free lower edges of the side walls, 
the upper edges of the side walls being ?ush with the top 
surface of the block and the lower edges of the side walls 
being flush with the bottom surface of the block, and 
an open and transparent cover section comprising top 
and bottom walls, side walls, and a closed end wall, said 
cover being substantially as long as said body section 
and removably engaged on said body section with its 
bottom wall sliadbly engaged with the lower edges of the 
side walls and the bottom surface of‘the ‘block, its side 
walls slidably engaged with the outer sides of the body 
section side walls, and with its top wall slidably engaged 
with the upper edges of the body section side walls and 
with the top surface of the block, and with its closed 
end wall engaged with the free ends of the body sec 
tion side walls. 
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