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This invention relates to games and more specifically 
to a game net supporting pole used, for example, in the 
playing of badminton. 
The object of this invention is to produce a novel and 

improved net supporting pole which is separable into a 
plurality of sections for convenience in handling and 
storing. It is assembled for playing in a most simple 
manner and utilizes sections of lock-seam tubing. The 
interconnection between the sections are such as to utilize 
the lock-seam of the tubing as a key to maintain the 
sections properly and easily assembled. 

Another important object of this invention is to provide 
the composite pole with a pair of transverse’passages 
designed to receive a rope of the net, or a guy wire to 
maintain the poles in erect position. These transverse 
passages are located in different sections of the composite 
pole. However, they should be maintained parallel so 
that the net willbe properly supported. The disposition 
of the transverse passages as will hereinafter be shown, 
are such as to cooperate with the interconnections between 
the elements in maintaining such passages parallel at all 
times while avoiding undue weakening of the pole as by 
passing through any portion of the lock-seams. 
The invention will be further understood from the 

following description and drawings in which: 
Figure l is a perspective view illustrating the support 

of a game net by a pair of poles of the instant invention; 
Figure 2 is an elevational view of an assembled pole; 
Figure 3 is an exploded view, partly broken away, of 

the interconnecting portions of the pole sections; 
Figure 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view as taken 

along the line 4_4 of Figure 3; 
Figure 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional view as taken 

along the line 5_5 of Figure 3; 
Figure 6 is an enlarged elevational view, partly in cross 

section, and illustrating the composite pole; 
Figure 7 is an enlarged cross-sectional view as taken 

along the line 7_7 of Figure 6; 
Figure 8 is an enlarged cross-sectional view as taken 

along the line 8_8 of Figure 6; and 
Figure 9 is an enlarged cross-sectional view as taken 

along the line 9_9 of Figure 8. i 
As is well understood, the net 10 is provided with end 

ropes 11 and is supported between spaced poles 12 and 
13. It is these poles that are the subject of the instant 
invention. The poles are provided with transverse pas 
sages 14 and 14a which receive a rope 11 of the net 10. 
Either or both of the transverse passages may also receive 
a guy wire 15 for better maintaining the pole in position. 
For convenience in manufacturing, shipping and han 

dling in general, the pole is illustrated as being comprised 
of three tubular metallic sections 16, 17 and 18. All of 
these sections are formed of lock-seam tubing in which a 
flat length of metal is rolled over into tubular form and 
the ends are locked in an integral, folded seam or bead 
which extends longitudinally along the inner wall of the 
tubing, the outer Wall of the tubing merely exhibiting a 
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seam line 19. As will be shown hereinafter, I have taken 
advantage of such inward lock-seam to employ it as a 
key for keying successive tubular sections together to form 
the composite pole. 

Following the upper section 16, the successive sections 
17 `and 18 have their upper interconnecting ends reduced 
in diameter and formed with vertical grooves so that such 
ends may be inserted into and embraced by the adjacent 
interconnecting end of an upper pole. Thus, tube section 
17 has its interconnecting end or element 20 formed with 
diametrically opposite vertical grooves 21 and 22 each of 
which is angularly spaced 90° from the lock-seam 23, the 
element 20 being necessarily reduced in diameter by the 
formation of the grooves. 

’ The uppermost tubular section 16 is formed with the 
lock-seam 24 and such lock-seam is received in the co 
operating elongated vertical groove 22 of tube section 
17 so as to maintain both of said tube sections in a pre 
determined angular relationship. Of course, the lock 
seam 25 may also and alternatively be received in the 
elongated vertical groove 21 so that the user need not be 
concerned with the speciñc disposition of the lock-seam 
in either of the grooves. 
As will be observed in Figure 7, when the tubular sec 

tions are interconnected, the lock-seam 23 of the section 
17 is necessarily spaced 90° from the lock-seam 24 of the 
tubular section 16. This occurs no matter which of the 
vertical grooves of the section 17 is employed to receive 
the lock-seam 24. 
A most important aspect of the instant invention is the 

provision of the transverse passages 14 and 14a of which 
the longitudinal axes should be maintained parallel at all 
times when the sections are assembled. In this Way, the 
ropes 11 and guy wires 16 will function properly when 
connected through such passages. Such passages com 
prise tubular members 26 disposed through diametrically 
opposite openings in the Walls of the tube sections and 
riveted over so as to be maintained against accidental 
displacement. My specific disposition of the transverse 
passages is such as to maintain their longitudinal axes 
parallel regardless of how the sections are interconnected. 
This is effected by arranging the transverse passages so 
that they lie entirely within the angular spacing between 
the lock-seams of successive tubular sections. In this way, 
they do not weaken the lock-seams as by penetrating them. 
Further, as will be noted in Figure 7, when the sections are 
interconnected, the transverse passage 14a will assume 
a predetermined position within the angular spacing be 
tween the lock-seams of respective aligned sections. The 
upper transverse passage 14 likewise avoids the lock-seam 
or bead 24 and is parallel to the lower passage 14a. This 
relationship will be maintained regardless of how the 
upper pole 16 is inserted into the lower pole 17. 
As is more or less conventional, an upper cap 27 which 

may be of plastic or rubber or the like, is employed as 
is a lowermost plug tip 28 which has a pointed end and 
which permits the assembled pole to be conveniently 
forced into the ground. As a suggested method of in 
serting the pointed end or tip 28 into the lower end of 
lowermost pole 18, I press a dimple 29 into such lower 
end and provide a tongue on tip 28 which has a depression 
into which the dimple snaps and thus maintains the tip 
in place. 
There has been shown what is now considered a pre 

ferred embodiment of the invention but it is obvious that 
numerous changes and omissions may be made therein 
without departing from its spirit. 
What is claimed is: 
A net supporting pole comprising a plurality of aligned, 

separable, elongated tubular sections having a pair of 
`respectively interconnecting elements at adjacent end 
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portions thereof, an upper one of said sections being 
formed with a transverse passage therethrough and adapted 
to receive an upper rope of a game net, a relatively lower 
one of said sections being likewise formed with a second 
transverse passage therethrough and >adapted to receive a 
lower rope of the game net so as to maintain said game 
net in playing position, key means included in all inter 
connections between said upper and lower sections and 
maintaining the longitudinal axes of both of said trans 
verse passages in parallel relationship, said key means 
comprising an inwardly projecting and longitudinally ex 
tending integral bead on the inner walls of one of said 
pairs'of interconnecting elements, and a pair of vertical 
grooves formed in the other interconnecting element of 
said pair, said vertical grooves being formed longitudinally 
on diametrically opposite sides of said other interconnect 
ing element whereby either one of said grooves may be 
keyed to said bead, the bead of each tubular section 
extending from one end to the other end of the section, 
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the beads of successive sections being angularly spaced 
90 degrees from each other when the sections are inter 
connected, each of said transverse passages being dis 
posed in a vertical plane which extends from a wall por 
tion of the tubular section disposed entirely within said 
90 degree angular spacing and diametrically across the 
tubular section to and through an opposite wall portion 
thereof. 
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