
Oct. 22, 1957 |-:. L. JARVIS 
SOAP RECEPTACLE 

2,810,146 

2 Sheets-Sheet 1 7 Filed Jan. 11, 1955 

F152 ‘ FIE 1 

00000000 00000000 
0 O 

F 



2,810,146 Oct. 22, 1957 E. L.AJARVIS 
SOAP RECEPTACLE 

2 Sheets-Sheet 2 Filed Jan. 11, 1955 

w 

6 , 

1% r HM ?g n4: zmvvww w 



Unit?cl States Patent 
1 

2,810,146 
SOAP RECEPTACLE 

Ernest L. Jarvis, Chicago, 11]. 

Application January 11, 1955, Serial No. 481,144 

' 2 Claims. (Cl. 1s-1z2) 

The present invention relates to soap receptacles, and 
more particularly to a soap receptacle adapted to enclose 
a bar of soap to facilitate handling of the soap in a wash 
ing operation. 
The primary object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a new and improved receptacle for enclosing and 
handling a bar of soap. 

Another object is to provide a soap receptacle having 
a plurality of narrow inwardly extending ribs on its inner 
surface to space the soap from the inner surface of the 
receptacle and to facilitate the formation of soap lather 
during a washing operation. 
A further object is to provide a receptacle into which 

small soap remnants may be inserted for convenient use. 
The invention is illustrated in a preferred embodiment 

in the accompanying drawings, in which: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevational view; 
Fig. 2, a side elevational view; 
Fig. 3, a top plan view; 
Fig. 4, a sectional view taken as indicated on line 4-4 

of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 5, a sectional view taken as indicated on line 5—~5 

of Fig. 3; 
Fig. 6, a broken side elevational view partly in section 

showing one of an opposed pair of sidewalls folded in 
wardly so as to be doubled between the unfolded pair 
of sidewalls; 

Fig. 7, an end elevational view of the receptacle as 
shown in Fig. 6; 

Fig. 8, a fragmentary top plan view of Fig. 6; and 
Fig. 9, a sectional view taken as indicated on line 9—-9 

of Fig. 8. 
In the embodiment illustrated, a soap receptacle, gen 

erally designated 10, is preferably provided with a pair 
of similar opposed sidewalls 11 and 12, a second pair of 
similar opposed sidewalls 13 and 14, a bottom member 
15, and a top member 16 which is made from an elastic 
material. The entire receptacle 10 may be formed from 
a synthetic rubber, such as neoprene, or from some other 
?exibly elastic material which is oil and water resistant, 
and which will not corrode or scratch the hands when 
used. 

Each of the sidewalls 11-14 and the bottom member 
15 are generally provided with a number of perforations 
17 through which soap lather may pass during a washing 
operation. An opening 18 in the top member 16 is 
bounded by a narrow elastic neck portion 19 which may 
be stretched to permit a bar of soap 20 to be inserted 
into the receptacle 10. The top member 16 may also be 
provided with a pair of holes 21 so that the receptacle 
may be suspended from a peg or nail for drainage after 
a washing operation. 

After the bar of soap 20 has been used for a period 
of time and has become reduced in size, a fresh bar of 
soap may be inserted adjacent the original bar so that 
the original bar can be utilized in its entirety. The con 
stricted neck portion 19 is small enough so that small 
pieces of soap, which would probably be Wasted or lost 
down the drain under normal circumstances, may be in 
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serted and retained within the receptacle 10. The small 
bits of soap can be used in their entirety and they are 
much easier to handle when used in the receptacle. 
The inner surface of each of the sidewalls 11-14 is 

provided with longitudinally extending ribs 11a, 12a, 13a 
and 14a, respectively, each of which preferably bisects 
its respective sidewall. A pair of crossed ribs 22 and 23 
are positioned on the inner surface of the bottom mem 
ber 15, and each of the crossed ribs preferably joins the 
ribs of a pair of opposed sidewalls, as best shown in 
Fig. 5. It is apparent that when a new bar of soap 20 
is inserted into the receptacle 10, the ribs 22 and 23 and 
the ribs 11a—-14a will space the bar of soap from the 
inner surfaces of the sidewalls and the bottom member. 
The outer surfaces of the sidewalls 11-14 and the 

bottom member 15 of the receptacle 10 are preferably 
provided with elongated grooves or lines of fold 11b, 12b, 
13b, 14b, 22b and 23b, as best seen in Figs. 1 through 4. 
The grooves are usually positioned in the outer surfaces 
directly opposite the internal ribs Ila-14a, 22 and 23. 
From the corners of the receptacle, each of the sidewalls 
is preferably inclined inwardly toward its respective 
groove and bisecting rib, as best seen in Figs. 3 and 4. 
As can be seen in Figs. 6 through 9, these grooves 

11b~—14b, 22b and 23b provide fold lines along which 
the sidewalls and adjacent portions of the bottom mem 
ber may be conveniently folded. Preferably, the smaller 
pair of similar opposed sidewalls 11 and 12 is folded in 
wardly so that each sidewall 11 and 12 is doubled be 
tween the unfolded pair of sidewalls 13 and 14. The 
bottom member 17 is not completely folded inwardly. 
Opposite edge portions of the bottom member 17 are 
doubled inwardly of the receptacle along the groove 23b 
until the opposite ends of the groove 23 are very nearly 
colinear with grooves 11b and 12b. When the receptacle 
is in this ?attened position, as shown in Fig. 6, a single 
stroke of a punch press will provide perforations 17 in 
all four sidewalls, in the bottom member, and will punch 
out holes 21 just below the elastic neck portion 19. 
To use the receptacle 10, a bar of soap 20 is ?rst in 

serted after which the receptacle is massaged in the hands 
to work up cleansing lather ‘from the soap. The re 
ceptacle itself is used in a washing operation and its 
scrubbing action facilitates the removal of dirt and irn~ 
purities. In addition, the receptacle protects the soap 
and helps keep it clean by preventing dirt from being 
forced into the surface of the soap. The soap does not 
directly contact a dirty surface, and the soap lather keeps 
most of the dirt in suspension until it can be washed 
away. 
The lathering of a cake of soap is greatly promoted 

by the present receptacle. The internal ribs 11a—14a, 
22 and 23 frictionally engage the soap surface when the 
receptacle is massaged and accentuate the lathering effect. 
Actual tests have shown that soap used in the receptacle 
produces over three times as much lather as when used 
alone. 
When a washing operation has been completed, the 

receptacle and soap are sprayed by cold water and the 
receptacle is suspended from a peg or the like for drain 
age. The angularity of the sidewalls 11—14 and the ribs 
11a——14a, 22 and 23 space the soap from the inner sur 
face of the receptacle. This spacing permits free and 
adequate circulation of air so that the bar of soap will 
not adhere to the receptacle. In addition, the soap will 
quickly dry and not become mushy as is frequently the 
case in bath tub and lavatory soap holders. This feature 
has been found to triple the normal life of a bar of soap. 
The foregoing detailed description is given for clear 

ness of understanding only and no unnecessary limita 
tions should be understood therefrom, for some modi? 
cations will be obvious to those skilled in the art. 
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I claim: 
1. A soap ‘receptacle for enclosing and handling a bar 

of soap comprising, a collapsible ?exible elastic bag hav 
ing a top member, a bottom member, a ?rst pair of simi 
lar opposed side -walls ‘and a second pair of similar op 
posed side Walls, the top member having an open stretch 
able elastic neck portion through which a bar of soap 
may be inserted into the 'bag,3the bottom member and 
side walls having a plurality of perforations through 
which soap lather may pass, the outer surface of each 
side wall of each pair of side walls being longitudinally 
centrally provided with a fold line extending from the 
top member to the bottom member for resiliently urging 
the longitudinal ‘central portions of each side wall in 
wardly, the inner surface of each side wall of each pair 
of side walls being longitudinally centrally provided with 
an inwardly extending rib coextensive with the fold line 
of each side wall, the inner surface of the bottom mem 
ber being provided with a pair of crossed ribs forming 
continuations of the ribs on the inner surfaces of the 
side walls, the fold lines of the side walls regulating the 
free inward collapsing of the bag, the ribs on the side 
walls and the bottom members facilitating formation of 
soap lather during washing, and the fold lines and ribs 
on the side walls and bottom member spacing the soap 
inwardly from the perforated side walls and bottom mem~ 
bers to facilitate air circulation through the bag and 
drying of the soap. 

2. A soap receptacle for enclosing and handling a bar 
of soap comprising, a collapsible flexible elastic bag hav- '’ 
ing a top member, a bottom member, a ?rst pair of simi 
lar opposed side walls and a second pair of similar op 
posed side walls, the top member having an open stretch 

At 
x. 

able elastic neck portion through which a bar of soap 
’ may be inserted into the bag, the bottom member and 

side walls having a plurality of perforations through 
which soap lather may pass, the outer surface of each 
side Wall of each pair of side walls being longitudinally 
centrally provided with a fold line extending from the 
top member to the bottom member for resiliently urging 
the longitudinal central portions of each side wall in 
wardly, the inner surface of each side wall of each pair 
of side walls being longitudinally centrally provided with 
an inwardly extending rib coextensive with the fold line 
of each side wall, the inner surface of the bottom mem 
ber being provided with a pair of crossed ribs forming 
continuations of the ribs on the inner surfaces of the 
side Walls, the fold lines of the side walls regulating the 
free inward collapsing of the bag, the ribs on the side 
walls and the bottom member facilitating formation of 
soap lather during washing, the fold lines and ribs 0n 
the side walls and bottom member spacing the soap in 
wardly from the perforated side walls and bottom mem 
ber to facilitate air ‘circulation through the bag and dry 
ing of the soap, and means in the top member for sus~ 
pending the bag. 

References Cited in the ?le of this patent 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 

2,225,089 Vadnais _____________ __ Dec. 17, 1940 
2,235,981 Coe et a1. ___________ __ Mar. 25, 1941 
2,286,117 Sidnell ______________ __ June 9, 1942 
2,290,378 Motto _______________ .._ July 21, 1942 
2,363,971 Katz _______________ __ Nov. 28, 1944 
2,611,144 Lambert ____________ -_ Sept. 23, 1952 


