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This invention relates to new and useful improvements 
in trai?c diverting devices or safety stanchions such as 
are set up on streets, roads and highways to route tra?ic 
around workmen, freshly laid pavements, and freshly 
painted road lines or signs or the like and is an improve 
ment over the devices disclosed in my co-pending appli 
cations Serial No. 444,744, ?led July 21, 1954, now U. S. 
Patent 2,762,327, and Serial No. 449,899, ?led August 16, 
1954, nowU. S. Patent 2,762,328. 
The general object of the present invention is to pro 

vide an improved portable, effective, tra?ic diverting de 
vice which can be compactly stored or stacked for trans 
porting and which will not harm an automobile or other 
vehicle which by accident hits or runs over it. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a tra?ic diverting device of this character with ?xed and 
movable warning devices embodied therein. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a tra?ic 

diverting device with a hollow in?atable ‘conical-shaped 
body having a novel base construction. ' 
A speci?c object of the invention is to provide 1a coni 

cal-shaped trai?c diverting device with means to prevent 
buckling and/ or skidding of the base. 

It is further proposed to produce a safety tra?ic divert 
ing device which is simple in construction, non-destructible, 
easily manipulated and which can be manufactured and 
sold at a reasonable cost. 
For further comprehension of the invention, and of the 

objects and advantages thereof, reference will be had to 
the following description and accompanying drawings, and 
to the appended claims in which the various novel features 
of the invention are more particularly set forth. 

In the accompanying drawings forming a material part 
of this disclosure: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a tra?ic diverting device 
constructed and arranged in accordance with the present 
invention shown in operative in?ated condition. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view thereof. ' 
Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view thereof. 
Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken on the plane of the 

line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken on the plane 

of the line 5—5 of Fig. 3, parts being omitted. 
Fig. 6 is a horizontal sectional view taken on the plane 

of the line 6-—-6 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 7 is a horizontal sectional view taken on the plane 

of the line 7-7 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 8 is a vertical sectional view taken on the plane 

of the line 8-8 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 9 is a developed view showing the blank from 

which the body of the device is formed. ' 
Referring in detail to the drawings, in Fig. l, a tra?ic 

diverting device 10 embodying the invention is shown in 
in?ated operative condition, comprising a hollow and col 
lapsible conical-shaped body 11 with a circular-shaped 
base 12 and a pointed top or apex portion 13. The body 
11 is preferably formed from a blank 14 of thermoplas 
tic sheet material as shown in Fig. 9, which material is 
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preferably painted with a light-re?ecting color such as 
yellow. The body may, of course, be formed of rubber 
or rubberized fabric or other suitable ?exible material. 
The blank when spread out ?atwise as shown in Fig. 9 

is formed with tapering side edges 15 and with an arcuate 
shaped bottom edge 16. At the top end of the blank, 
the side edges continue into narrow extensions 17. When 
the blank is folded so that its side edges meet, a conical 
shaped body 11 is formed with the extensions 17 constitut 
ing ?anges, projecting radially therefrom, at its top 13. 
The meeting edges of the blank are preferably arranged 
with their extremities projecting radially and sealed to 
gether by heat and pressure thereby forming a seam 18. 
The base 12 is adapted to be placed on the surface of 

the ground or highway and suitably weighted in a manner 
hereinafter described to enable the body portion 11 to be 
disposed and remain in an upright position at all times 
and under all conditions. , 
The base comprises an inner circular plate 20 of suit 

able rigid plastic material closing the opening in the 
bottom end of the body 11, the bottom edge of the body 
being turned inwardly as indicated at 21 and secured to 
the top surface of the plate at its periphery by heat seal 
ing or by a suitable adhesive. An outer reinforcing plate 
22 of the same shape, as plate 20 but of smaller dimen 
sion is positioned under and in contacting relation with 
the closure plate 20 for stiffening and reinforcing the 
base. This reinforcing plate may be formed of suitable 
plastic material, cardboard, wood or any other rigid ma 
terial. 
The plate 22 is held in assembled and reinforcing posi 

tion by a circular piece of ?exible thermoplastic sheet 
material 23 which envelopes the plate 22 and hasits pe 
ripheral edge 24 bent around the peripheral edge of plate 
22 and secured to the underside of the closure plate 20, 
at its periphery, by either heat sealing or by a suitable 
adhesive. The outer surface of the cover sheet 23 is 
ribbed as indicated at 24, or may be otherwise roughened 
to prevent the device from skidding on its supporting 
surface. 
The base 12 is reinforced by a tubular plastic ring 25 

which is supported on the inner surface of the closure 
plate 20, the outer diameter of the ring being substantially 
the same as the closure plate 20. The ring is ?lled with 
sand 26 to add weight thereto so that the ring tends to 
weight the device down and make it stable. 
The body 11 is formed with an opening 27 adjacent 

its top portion 13, which opening is plugged with a valve 
28 for controlling the passage of air into and out of the 
body for in?ating and de?ating the same as will be under 
stood. 

In accordance with the invention, a warning ?ag 30 is 
attached to the body 11 at its top portion by positioning 
one end edge thereof between the ?anges 17 and then 
subjecting said ?anges with the ?ag therebetween to heat 
and pressure thereby fastening the parts together. The 
flag is thus held in secure condition and capable of being 
waved by the air currents. The ?ag is preferably colored 
red and the conspicuous mounting of the flag serves as a 
warning and enhances the warning potentialities of the 
device. 
The invention also contemplates attaching light-re?ect 

ing plates or discs 31 to the body of the device. Two of 
such plates or discs are placed on opposite sides of the 
body 11 in vertical spaced relation. The plates or discs 
are formed of suitable rigid plastic material and are col 
ored in contrast to the color of the body 11, and prefer 
ably are colored red. Each plate or disc 31 has a circular 
body with a peripheral ?ange 32 terminating in a ?ange 
33 extending in the same plane as the body of the plate. 
The plates or discs are secured to the outer surface of 
the body 11 by fastening the flanges 33 thereof to the 
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body by a suitable adhesive 34. Light beams from ap 
preaching vehicles will beam on the discs 31 and be re 
?ected as a warning. 
The safety device may be collapsed by de?ating the 

conical body 11 through the valve 28, and when collapsed 
a plurality of them may be stacked in collapsed condi 
tion for storing or transporting. 
The improved safety devices are readily visible from 

all directions, and their case of location makes them highly 
suitable in painting tra?ic lanes, etc. Because of their 
resilient construction, the safety devices Will withstand 
considerable abuse and may be used for a long length of 
time, carried from job to job, and easily stored. It will 
be understood that their use is not restricted to highway 
application but they may be used Wherever a highly visi 
ble marker is needed, as for example, to indicate boun 
daries and runways of airplane landing ?elds. 
‘While I have illustrated and described the preferred 

embodiment of my invention, it is to be understood that 
I do not limit myself to the precise construction herein 
disclosed and that various changes and modi?cations may 
be made within the scope of the invention as de?ned in 
the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what I claim as 

new, and desire to secure by United States Letters Patent 
1s: 

1. A portable safety tra?ic diverting stanchion compris 
ing a hollow conical in?atable body having a circular base 
and a pointed top, said base including a closure plate for 
the bottom of the body, a reinforcing plate underneath 
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and in contact with said closure plate, said reinforcing 
plate being smaller in diameter than the closure plate, a 
cover secured to said closure plate enclosing said rein 
forcing plate, said cover having a roughened outer sur 
face, underneath said reinforcing plate, and a weighted 
tubular ring supported on the closure plate inside the 
body, said ring being ?lled with sand. 

2. A safety tra?ic diverting stanchion comprising a 
hollow conical in?atable body having a closure plate for 
the bottom of the body, closely~spaced integral ?anges 
projecting radially from the body and extending along the 
top portion thereof, a warning ?ag secured at one end 
in the space between said ?anges, light-re?ecting discs on 
opposite sides of the body, intermediate the top and bot 
tom thereof, in vertical spaced relation, said discs each 
being formed of plastic and being colored and having a 
peripheral ?ange fastened to the outer surface of the 
material of the body, and means for in?ating and de?ating 
said hollow body. ' 
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