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This invention relates to dress combs having teeth 
shaped to prevent displacement of the comb from the 
hair of the wearer. 

Such combs have heretofore been proposed and have 
incorporated teeth of various shapes intended to permit 
insertion into the hair but designed to clamp around, or 
project around, a group of hair strands to prevent easy 
or accidental withdrawal. I am aware that laterally mov 
able sets of teeth have been suggested for this purpose as 
well as teeth having lateral projections of curved or angu 
lar form, teeth having a single barb on one side edge only 
and teeth having a single pair of barbs thereon capable of 
being retracted for withdrawal. In addition, combs hav 
ing resilient teeth of bowed form are now used for dress 
combs, the hair being held between the surfaces of ad 
jacent bowed teeth by the spring pressure thereof. 
The object of this invention is to provide a comb having 

no moving parts and no spring clamping function but 
which by the novel shape of its teeth alone will permit 
insertion and removal thereof while preventing acci 
dental displacement in a rearward direction. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a dress 

comb made of a single piece of material such as plastic 
and having integral lateral projections on each tooth capa 
ble of preventing rearward movement but permitting easy 
forward movement. ' 

A further object of the invention is to provide a comb 
having integral, sharp pointed, backward raking teeth 
whereby the comb may be pushed forwardly and upward 
ly into the hair without appreciable resistance, maybe 
removed by a rotatory movement of the teeth away from 
the head but will not fall rearwardlyand downwardly 
out of the hair. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
one piece dress comb having a plurality of pairs of back 
ward raking barbs on each tooth, the pairs of barbs on 
each tooth being preferably separated by a straight shank 
or shaft portion and the barbs on adjacent teeth being 
separated by a comparatively wide channel. Thus rather 
than actually spring clamping on the hair or inescapably 
trapping strands of hair, the comb of this invention relies 
on a multiplicity of barriers or ba?les to retard the with 
drawal of the comb in a rearward direction. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide a 

dress comb especially designed to control the scolding 
locks of the wearer, these being the locks of hair at the 
nape of the neck, the comb being curved to conform to 
the shape of the head and capable of gathering and re 
taining such locks when slid upwardly along the nape of 
the ‘neck out of sight into the hair of the wearer. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent from the claims, from the description of the 
drawings, and from the drawing illustrating the preferred 
embodiments thereof. 

Fig. 1 is a front view of the preferred form of the comb. 
Fig. 2 is a fragmentary front view of a modi?ed form 

of the invention. 
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Fig. 3 is an end view, in section on line 3-—3, of the 

comb shown in Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is a plan view of the comb shown in Fig. 1. 
The preferred form of the invention is illustrated in‘ 

Figs. 1, 3 and 4 wherein the comb A includes a one piece 
body 20 having a back 21, a pair of end teeth 22 and 23 
and a plurality of identical intermediate teeth such as 24,I 
25 and 26. Each intermediate tooth such as 24 is pro-. 
vided with a plurality of pairs such as 27 or 28, of back-1 
ward raking barbs such as 30, 31 and 32, 33 projecting 
laterally from opposite sides of the tooth. The terminal 
pair 27 of oppositely disposed barbs 30, 31 on each tooth‘ 
such as 24 includes a forward point or apex 34 and a pair 
of rearward points 35 and 36. The remaining pairs of‘ 
barbs such as 28 on each tooth do not have a forward 
point or apex since they merge into the shank of the tooth, 
as at 37 but their rearward points, such as at 38 and 39,‘ 
are well de?ned and identical in shape to those of the tip 
or terminal pair. An elongated straight shaft or shankv 
portion such as 41, 42, 43 and 44 on each tooth’such as 
26 separates the various pairs of barbs from each other 
and from the back 21 of the body 20. The upper, or 
forward face 45 of each backward raking barb such as 
30, 31, 32 or 33 is concave curved and the under, or 
rearward, face 46 of each barb rakes backward in a con- 
vex curve. 
The end teeth such as 22 and 23 are similarly formed 

on the inside edge thereof and provided with a plurality 
of spaced, backward raking barbs such as 47 similar to 
barbs 30, 31, 32 and 33. Similarly a straight shank por 
tion 48 separates the barbs 47 from each other on the 
end teeth. The rearward points 35, 36, 3% and 39 of 
the barbs such as 27, 28 and 47 on adjacent pairs of teeth 
22, 23 and 24 are uniformly spaced apart to form a chan 
nel 49 at 50 and 51 for the full length of the teeth to 
receive a group of hair strands without resistance or‘ 
clamping action. The channel 49 is enlarged in widthv 
as at 52 and 53 to provide trap areas in rear of the back-I 
ward raking convex undersurfaces 46 of each barb capable. 
of accommodating such strands of hair and permitting the 
hair to move over into the path of the comb to prevent 
easy withdrawal in a rearward direction. In view of the 
multiplicity of the barbs and the spaces therebetween on 
each tooth the comb tends to remain in place without in 
any way harming the hair. To remove the comb ‘it is 
only necessary to rotate the toothed portion of the body 
20 away from the scalp of the wearer on an axis of rota 
tion formed by the back 21 while continuing the advance 
of the comb through and out of the hair. The comb can 
of course be withdrawn backwardly out of the hair by 
careful manipulation but will not fall out accidentally 
from its position in frictional engagement with the hair 
accommodated in the enlarged channel areas 52 and 53. 
Because the barbs rake backwardly as at 4.6, it is possible 
for the strands of hair to move laterally into the recesses 
formed thereby and to then resist the sliding rearward 
movement of the comb until the comb is further advanced 
in an outward are away from the scalp for removal pur 
poses. 
A modi?cation of the invention is shown in Fig. 2 

wherein the comb B includes a one piece body 64), back 61, 
end teeth such as 62 and intermediate teeth 64, 65 and 66. 
Each tooth such as 64, 65, 66 is provided with longitudi 
nally spaced, laterally extending pairs of backward raking, 
barbs, while the end teeth are similarly barbed on the 
inside edges thereof. The pairs of barbs 67 and 6S and 
the barbs 69 on the end teeth are provided with ?at upper, 
or forward, faces 70 and ?at lower, or rearward, faces '71 
rather than curved surfaces as in the preferred form of 
Fig. 1. There is no straight shank portion between the 
pairs of barbs, and the ?at faces 70 intersect directly with 
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thefaces71. Thus each barb outlines abroad based tri 
angle and each triangle touches the next succeeding tri 
angle. 

It Will-bet apparent that the combs shown inrthe draw 
ing may be also modi?ed within the scopeof the inven 
tion as to the relative sizeof the barbs and the teeth. The 
barbs may be of the same general outline. but much 
smaller than shown and multiplied on the teeth to a greater 
extent, but it is preferred that they be large enough-to .be. 
readily formed from-a single piece of material by a single 
operationsuch as stamping or molding, without exces 
sivei-cost. By using a plurality of backward raking barbs 
on. each tooth, facing in both direction laterally, a multi 
plicityof areas are formed between the teeth to engage. 
the hair of a wearer regardless of its natural direction of 
curl'and regardless of the ?neness, coarseness or abun 
dance of the hair. 
Theterm “barb” is usedherein. to mean one of the inte 

gral points. projecting rearwardly from the tip or from 
the, shankv of an elongated element of substantially rigid 
material. Preferably all of the. rearwardly projecting 
barbs on. the teeth of the comb, of this invention are 
alignedvin rows of single straight, or curved, lines across 
thepjcomb as showncentrally of Fig. 1. However, at the 
outer extremities of the comb proximate. the end teeth 
the main body of the pairs of barbs may be so aligned 
whilethe tips of the barbs are in progressively increasing 
misalignment. 

I claim: 
1. A dress comb comprising a one piece body having a 

back; a pair of end teethv and a plurality of intermediate 
teeth extendingpfrorn said back; all of said intermediate 
teeth being of uniform thickness vand having oppositely 
disposed, backward raking, barbs spaced along each op 
posite side edgethereof and said end teeth having identi 
cally. shaped barbs on thev inside edge thereof. 

2., A dress comb comprising a one piece body having 
aback, a pair of end teeth and a plurality of intermediate 
teeth, extending from said. back, a plurality of pairs of 
identical, backward raking barbs spaced along the full 
length, of each intermediate tooth, each. barb of each 
pair-projecting laterally from. a side edge. of atooth 
opposite the other barb of the pair and'beingequal in‘ 
thickness thereto and the pairs of barbs on each’ tooth be 
ing ‘aligned across the comb with identical pairs of barbs 
on the other intermediate teeth thereof. 
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3. A comb asspecir'ied in claim 2 plus a plurality of 
identical barbs projecting inwardly and spaced along the 
inside edge of each of said‘end teeth equal in thickness 
and similar in position to the barbs on said intermediate 
teeth. 

4. A comb as speci?ed in claim 2 wherein each back 
ward raking barb is formed by a concave curved upper 
surface facing the tip of the comb teeth and a convex 
curved under surface, facing the back of the comb. 

5 . A comb as speci?ed in claim 2 wherein the barbs on 
each adjacent pair of teeth on said comb are laterally 
spaced from each other a uniform amount and mutually 
de?ne a longitudinally extending open channel for the 
unobstructed entrance of groups of strands of human hair. 

6. A comb as speci?ed in claim 2 wherein each said 
barb converges from an inner end proximate the longi 
tudinal centre line of the tooth to a free pointed outer end. 

7. A dress comb comprising a unitary body having a 
back; end teeth and a plurality of intermediate teeth of 
?attened cross section extending forwardly from said 
back and at least two pairs of oppositely disposed, laterally 
extending, backward, raking barbs longitudinally spaced 
a uniform distance apart on each saidv intermediate tooth. 

8. A comb as speci?ed in claim 7 whereineach said 
barb includes aconcave forward face and a convex rear 
ward face which intersect each other at tl e outer end. 
thereof. 
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