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The present invention relates to a pouring attachment 
of general utility which is extremely simple in nature, 
yet possesses a high degree of utility in providing fea 
tures novel in the art. The invention will be explained in 
connection with its application to a paint ‘container or 
pail, it being realized, of course, that the pouring attach; 
ment ?nds other useful applications. ‘ 

i The attachment in its simplest form comprises a pli 
able lip of truncated conical appearance having a strength 
ening ring bounding the minimum-diameter lip section for 
engagement with the mouth of a container or pail. The 
ring is further strengthened by a rib extending thereacross 
in chord fashion. A partitioning rib extends between the 
strengthening rib and the ring connecting to the latter 
along the are formed by the strengthening rib. 
A pouring attachment in accordance with the instant 

invention serves the usual purposes of such devices in that 
the lip or funnel of conical shape provides a return ‘for 
paint splashed out of the pail during stirring or mixing; 
the lip increases the effective volume of the pail to per 
mit mixing or thinning in the original container; the de 
vice provides, in the form of the strengthening rib, a 
suitable brush scraper for removing excess paint from the 
brush; and prevents slopped paint from reaching the seal 
ing grooves in the container top. All of the enumerated 
features are provided by an attachment of simple and in 
expensive character admitting of convenient manufacture 
by molding from suitable plastic. The pouring attach 
ment can also be fabricated from various materials, such 
as lightweight metal, oiled paper, ?ber, rubber or neo 
prene, and the like, but it has been found that plastic 
integral molding provides an economical pouring attach 
ment offering additional features, particularly when the 
plastic employed sets in a soft or pliable condition. The 
non-rigid funnel admits of accidental striking without tip 
ping the pail and is generally impervious to sharp im 
pact. 

Additionally a device in accordance with the instant 
invention provides such features as a rest or support for 
wet paint brushes in the form of the strengthening and 
partitioning ribs which permit drainage while also serv 
mg to “skin” the paint as it is poured from the container 
beneath the strengthening rib. Pouring may also be ac 
complished through the opposite side of the funnel when 
the paint is free from skin. 

It is known that paint containers produced by various 
manufacturers have mouths or ori?ces of slightly di?erent 
diameter for a given size container. One well known 
manufacturer provides a quart paint container having an 
opening measuring three and one-quarter inches in di 
ameter as compared with a diametrical measure of three 
and thirteen thirty-seconds inches for the mouth of cans 
produced by another manufacturer. The diameter of the 
opening is still further varied, generally lying within the 
range of three and a quarter inches to three and a half 
inches when other manufacturers are considered. Ac 
cordingly, a modi?cation of the invention provides a uni 
versal pouring attachment suitable for use with any of 
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the cans presently manufactured. The strengthening ring 
and lower or minimum-diameter lip section are merely 
provided with a plurality of spaced apart peripheral 
grooves having different diameters to accommodate the 
different diameter beads of the various paint containers, 
the taper of the lip section conveniently admitting of 
grooving for this purpose. 

Other objects of the instant invention will be apparent 
to those skilled inthe art from a reading of the follow 
ing detailed description thereof when taken in the light 
of the accompanying drawing wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a view. in plan of a pouring attachment per se; 
Fig. 2 is a view in cross section of the pouring attach 

ment, as seen along the plane indicated by the line 2-2 
of Fig. 1, in suitable engagement with a container or 
paint pail; 

~ Fig. 3 is a view in section similar to that of Fig. 2 show 
ing a universal type attachment accommodating a relative 
1y large-mouthed container; and, 

Fig. 4 is a view partly in section and partly in eleva 
tion of the universal attachment of Fig. 3 accommodating 

“ a paint container having a smaller opening than the con 
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tainer illustrated in Fig. 3. 
The pouring attachment shown in Fig. 1 has a conical 

lip 11 of pliable material which converges into a ring 13 
bounding the minimum-diameter lip section. A strength 
ening rib 15 extends in chord fashion across the ring 13 
preferably being formed integrally therewith. As is shown 
in Fig. 1, the rib 15 is of a length less than a diameter 
of the ring 13 and is laterally connected to the ring by 
a partitioning rib 17. Of course, the rib 15 could be 
diametrically positioned with respect to the ring 13 if 
desired. The ribs 15 and 17 provide a pair of openings 
or ori?ces l9 and 21 through which paint may be poured 
from a container 23 (Fig. 2). A partitioning rib 17 of 
a length of approximately one-half inch has been found 
satisfactory for de?ning the most generally useful sepa 
ration of the strengthening rib 15 from the inner periphery 
of ring 13 for a suitable pouring attachment adaptable to 
the one-quart paint container. Not only is the paint 
skinning operation e?ected satisfactorily but also the paint 
brush support formed by the ribs 15 and 17 will accommo 
date a brush of the ordinary size utilized with such meas 
ures. For larger containers the dimensions are usually 
increased accordingly so that efficient pouring may be had 
while the skinning operation is preserved. 
The ring 13 is generally of channel section along its 

outer periphery, being recessed between an upper shoul 
der 25 and a lower ?ange 27 for abutting engagement with 
the inner vertical ?ange 29 of the upper edge structure 
31 of the container 23. A further recess 33 is provided 
in the ring periphery adjacent to the shoulder 25 to ac 
commodate a head or rim 35 of the paint container up 
per edge structure 31. The ?ange 27 and recess 33 of 
the ring 13 cooperate with the container ?ange 29 and 
head 35 to provide a locking arrangement for insuring 
positive location of the pouring attachment relative to the 
container 23 in ?uid-tight relation. The thickened ring 
13 is less ?exible or pliable than the lip 11 and therefore 
provides reliable engagement with the container 23 once 
the ring is forced into position. The strengthening rib 
15, further stiffened by the partitioning rib 17, augments 
the locking action. Of course, the attachment may be 
removed as desired for future use, the pliability remain 
ing in spite of cleaning, continued use, or intervals of 
storage. 

The universal attachment shown in Figs. 3 and 4~may 
conveniently be considered the same’ as the attachment 
of Fig. 2 with the lower half of the ring 13 of the struc 
ture of Fig. 2 being removed and an additional groove 51 
(Fig. 4) beingv provided near the truncated end of the 
pliable lip 11’. The foregoing suggested conversion does 
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not, of course, represent the best mode of manufacture 
of the universal model but is merely presented to reveal 
the relatively minor changes necessary to convert the 
attachment’ of Fig.2 vtorthe universal typenrodel. The 
most convenient mannerof producingeither type attach 
ment is by molding, the plastic requiring only about ten 
to ?fteen seconds to set or harden then enabling removal 
from the mold for minor trimming operations. The use 
of a multiple mold permits a single operator to produce 
a large quantity of such attachments during a single 
working day,-the cost of the raw material being practically 
negligible. 
The lower groove 33' of the universal ‘attachment 

corresponds to the groove 33‘of the attachment vof Fig. 
2, being peripherally located with respect-to the stiffen 
ing ring 13'. In Fig. 4‘the groove 33’accommodates 
the head 35' of a can 23' \of the same size and shape, 
for-example, as the can 23 of'Fig. 2. The lower "por 
tion of the ring 13' preferably abuts the container flange 
29’ in order to assure 'a positive grippingaction. It 
should be pointed out that the ring 13' of the universal 
type attachment can correspondprecisely to the ring 13 
of the attachment of Fig. .2, i. e., be provided with a 
bottom ?ange similar to the ?ange 27 illustrated in: Fig. 
2 adapted to extend beneath the container vertical ?ange 
29’ but it has been found that the structure of'IFig. 4 
enables a gripping action su?icient to'permit thecontainer 
actuallyvto be lifted bymeans of the attachment, which 
gripping action is, of course, all that is ever required 
of a paint pailattachment. 

In Fig. 3 the universal attachment is employed with a 
container 23" of the same capacity as the containers 23 
and 23’ but one manufactured with a larger ori?ce or 
opening as de?ned by the bead 35". The attachment 
is merely forced further into the can to allow the bead 
35" to seat within the groove 51, the shoulder 53 of 
the attachment which separates the grooves 51 and 33' 
being preferably adapted for abutment with the vertical 
?ange 29" of the .container 23". The lip 11' may be 
provided with a plurality of grooves of increasing diam 
eter located in spaced apart relation upwardly of the 
groove 51 respectively to accommodate the multiplicity 
of different size containers manufactured. 

'Like the attachment of Fig. 2 the universal type attach 
ment forming the modi?cation of the invention illustrated 
in Figs. 3 and>4 provides reliable engagement with either 
the container 23’ or 23" since the ring 13' and the .base 
portion of the lip 11’ are thickened and consequently 'less 
?exible or pliable than the lip in general. The strength 
ening rib 15' is further stiffened by the partitioning rib 
17' to augment the locking action. Also, the universal 
attachment admits of detachment from cans without dam 
age to enable repeated usage thereof. 
Havingnow described the invention, what is claimed is: 
1. A pouring attachment adapted to grip the open 

mouth of a container to provide a ?uid-tight relation 
therewith comprising a pliable funnel for location .rela 
tive to the container mouth to extend upwardly of the 
container, the funnel terminating atone end in a ring 
to form the base of the funnel adapted to ?t within the 
container mouth, a strengthening rib means of length 
less than the diameter of the ring disposed across the 
ring in chord fashion to partition the funnel and a par 
titioning rib extending normal to the strengthening rib 
and between it and the nearest portion of the ring. 

2., A pouring attachment for a container having an 
opening de?ned by a vertical ?ange provided with an 
upper bead, comprising, a pliable funnel for location 
relative to the container opening to extend upwardly of 
the container, the base of the pliable funnel being of 
ring formation and adapted to ?t the container opening, 
said ring having a substantially U-shaped peripheral recess 
to accommodate the vertical ?ange of the container, said 
ring having a further peripheral recess within the U-shaped 
recess to accommodate the container bead, and rib means 
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disposed across the ring in chord fashion to partition 
the funnel. 

3. A pouring attachment for a container having an 
opening de?ned by a vertical ?ange provided with an 
upper bead, comprising, a pliable funnel for location 
relative to the container opening to extend upwardly of 
the container, the funnel base being of ring con?gura 
tion and adapted to ?t the container opening, said ring 
having a substantially channel section for abutting engage 
ment with the vertical ?ange of the container, and a 
peripheral recess within the channel to accommodate the 
container bead, and strengthening rib means disposed 
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across the ring in chord fashion to partition the funnel. 
4. A pouring attachmentfor paint containers adapted 

to grip the mouth of the container in ?uid-tight relation 
and extend upwardly thereof, comprising, a pliable lip 
of truncated conical appearance, the said lip terminating 
in a strengthening ring at the end of the lip of least 
diameter for engaging the. mouth ‘of the container, a 
strengthening rib extending. across the ring in chord 
fashion, and a partitioningrib substantially diametrically 
located with respect to the ring and connecting the 
strengthening rib with the shorter arc portion of the ring 
as de?ned by the strengthening rib. ' 

5. A pouring attachment for paint containers adapted 
to grip the mouth of a container in ?uid-tight relation and 
extend upwardly thereof, comprising, a pliable -lip of 
truncated conical appearance terminating in a strengthen 
ing ring of substantially channel section at the end of the 
lip of least diameter for engaging the mouth of the con 
tainer, a strengthening rib extending across the ring in 
chord fashion, and partitioning rib means extending from 
the ring to the strengthening rib in the region bounded by 
the shorter arc portion of the ring and the strengthening 
rib. ' 

6. A pouring attachment-for a paint container having 
an opening de?ned by a vertical ?ange provided with an 
upper peripheral bead, comprising, a pliable lip of trun 
cated conical appearance, a strengthening ring of sub 
stantially channel section bounding the end of the lip of 
least diameter adapted to abut the vertical ?ange of the 
container, said ring having arperipheral recess within the 
channel section for accommodating the container bead, 
a strengthening rib extending across the ring in chord 
fashion, and a partitioning rib substantially diametrically 
located with respect to the ring and connecting the 
strengthening rib with the shorter arc portion of the ring 
as de?ned by the strengthening ‘rib. 

7. A pouring attachment for securement to a container 
by ?uid-tight gripping of the container mouth and ar 
ranged to extend outwardly therefrom, comprising, a pli 
able lip of truncated conical appearance, a strengthening 
ring bounding the minimum-diameter lip section for en 
gagement with the mouth of the container, a strengthening 
rib extending across the ring as a chord of alength less 
than the ring diameter, .and partitioningrib ‘means ex 
tending between the circumference of the ring and the 
strengthening rib. 

8. A pouring attachment for securement to a container 
.by ?uid-tight gripping of the containenmouth and ar 
ranged to extend outwardly therefrom, comprising, a pli 
able lip of truncated conical appearance, a pliable strength 
ening ring bounding the minimum-diameter lip section 
for engagement with the mouth of ‘the container, a 
strengthening rib extending across the ring'asgachord .of a 
length less than the ring diameter, and partitioning rib 
means extending between the circumference "of the ring 
and the strengthening rib and joining the rib at substan 
tiallya right angle. . , 

9. Apouring attachment for securement toa container 
by ?uid-tight gripping of the container mouth and ar 
ranged to extend outwardly therefrom, comprising, a 
pliable lip of truncated conical appearance terminating 
at one end in a strengthening ringzbounding-the minimum 
diameter lip section for engagement with :the.:mouth .of 
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the container, a strengthening rib extending across the 
ring as a chord of a length less than the ring diameter, 
and a partitioning rib extending between the circumfer 
ence of the ring and the strengthening rib of a length less 
than the ring radius. 

10. A pouring attachment adapted to grip the open 
mouth of a container to provide a ?uid-tight relation 
therewith comprising a pliable funnel for location rela 
tive to the container mouth to extend upwardly of the 
container, the pliable funnel terminating in one direction 
in a ring to form the base of the funnel and being adapted 
to fit within the container mouth, said ring and portion 
of the‘ funnel adjacent the ring having peripheral grooves, 
and rib means disposed across'the ring in chord fashion 
to partition the ring. 

11. A pouring attachment for paint containers adapted 
to grip the mouth of a container in ?uid-tight relation and 
extend upwardly thereof, comprising, a pliable lip‘ of 
truncated conical appearance, a strengthening ring bound~ 
ing the end of the lip of least diameter for insertion within 
the container mouth, said ring and lip having spaced 
apart peripheral grooves, a ‘strengthening rib extending 
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across the ring in chord fashion, and a partitioning rib 
between the strengthening rib and ring. 

12. A universal pouring attachment for paint con~ 
tainers having peripheral beads about the mouths thereof 
respectively of different diameters, comprising, a pliable 
lip of truncated conical appearance of increasing thick 
ness in the direction of the apex, a strengthening ring 
bounding the end of the lip of least diameter, said ring 
and lip having a plurality of spaced apart peripheral 
grooves respectively adapted to receive container beads of 
different diameters to locate the attachment in ?uid-tight 
relation with the container accommodated, and a parti 
tioning rib extending between the circumference of the 
ring and the strengthening rib. 
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