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This invention relates to hearing aids and, more par 
ticularly, to a device for holding the cord of a hearing 
aid receiver close to the head and neck of the wearer. 
The usual hearing aid unit consists of two separate 

parts: a receiver which is worn in the ear and a trans-_ 
mitter which is worn below the neckline, usually being 
supported by the clothing. Electrical conductors in the 
form of a cord connect the two. Ordinarily, this cord 
dangles loosely from the receiver, often extending out 
many inches from the head, which is not only unsightly, 
but can be annoying to the wearer. In some cases, in 
stead of having the cord hang directly from the receiver, 
the wearer will loop it over and behind his ear; but since 
there is nothing to hold the cord close in place, especial 
ly at the base of the ear, it tends to form a large are 
along the side of the head and remains unsightly and 
annoying. 

It is accordingly among the objects of this invention 
to provide a device that will hold the cord of a hearing 
aid receiver close to the wearer’s head and neck, so that 
the cord will have a neat appearance and will be less 
conspicuous and more comfortable to-wear, and that 
can be simply and economically made. 

In accordance with this invention, the cord retainer 
includes a U-shaped ear clip element comprising a base 
and a pair of arms extending therefrom. Also extend 
ing from the base, and in a plane different from that 
de?ned by the arms, is at least one resilient member 
that is bent to form an eye between that member and 
the base. This eye is provided with a restricted pas 
sage for inserting a hearing aid cord, which is slidably 
retained within the eye. As a result, when the ear clip 
is slipped over the lobe of the wearer’s ear, the cord 
will be held neatly against his neck at the base of the 
ear. 

The invention is shown in the accompanying drawings, 
in which 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the invention; 
Fig. 2 is an end elevation of the device of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the device of Fig. 1; 
Figs. 4, 5 and 6 are, respectively, similar views of a 

modi?ed form of the invention; and 
Fig. 7 is a side view of a portion of a human head il 

lustrating the use of the invention. 
Referring to Figs. 1 to 3, there is a U-shaped ear clip 

member comprising a base 1 and extending therefrom 
, a pair of resilient arms 2, all lying substantially in the 
same plane. The arms, equal in length and substan 
tially parallel to each other, are preferably provided 
with rounded protuberances 3 on the inner sides of their 
free ends for frictionally engaging the ear lobe of the 
wearer. Since lightness in weight and some degree of 
resiliency are desirable, the ear clip (as well as the cord 
retaining element to be described below) is preferably 
made of moulded plastic, although other materials are 
also suitable. 
The cord retaining element includes at least one curved 
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resilient member extending from the base in a plane 
that is substantially normal to the plane de?ned by the 
arms 2. In the embodiment shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, 
there is a single such member 10 extending out from the 
base and bent to form an eye 11 between the members 
and the base. This eye is adapted to receive and re 
tain a hearing aid cord 12 (shown in broken lines in 
Fig. 3). Between the free end 13 of the resilient mem 
ber 10 and the base 1 is a passage 14 through which 
the cord may be passed into the eye. 
is restricted, in that it is normally narrower than the 
diameter of the cord; but, since member 10 is resilient, 
its free end can easily be forced away from the base 
to enlarge the passage ‘and permit the cord to be slipped 
into and out of the eye. 

I of the cord is facilitated by rounding the free end 13 
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of the resilient member. Once the cord is» threaded with 
in the eye, it is slidably retained therein, and the posi 
tion of the retainer on the cord can be readily adjusted 
as explained below. 

Figs. 3, 4 and 5 show a modi?ed cord retaining ele 
ment, in which the eye 20 is formed by two oppositely 
curved resilient members 21 extending from the base, 
the free ends 22 of those members being slightly spaced 
apart to form a central passage 23. That passage is 
restricted; and the cord is inserted therethrough into the 
eye, and retained there, as described above in connec 
tion with Figs. 1 to 3. 

_In using the device, the cord is slipped into the re 
taining eye, and the receiver is inserted in the wearer’s 
ear. After the cord has been looped over and behind 
the ear, the clip, with the cord retained therein, is slipped 
over the lobe of the ear adjacent the head, with the re 
taining eye towards the head. By drawing the cord 
through the eye until it ?ts snugly behind the ear, one 
obtains the neat arrangement of the cord shown in Fig. 
7. When so arranged, the cord is held against the side 
of the wearer’s head and is not displaced by casual 
movements of the head and body. 

According to the provisions of the patent statutes, I 
have explained the principle of my invention and have 

, illustrated and described what I now consider to repre 
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sent its best embodiment. However, I desire to have it 
understood that, within the scope of the appended claims, 
the invention may be practiced otherwise than as‘ specif~ 
ically illustrated and described. 

I claim: 
1. A U-shaped ear clip for holding the cord of a hear 

ing aid close to the wearer’s head, comprising a base, 
a pair of substantially parallel resilient arms extending 
from the ends of the base and adapted to frictionally 
engage between them the lobe of the wearer’s ear, and 
at least one resilient member extending from the base 
at an angle to the plane of the arms and having a free 
end spaced from the base, the resilient member having 
a bend to de?ne an eye, and said free end of said resilient 
member being arranged to alford a passage for the cord 
thereby giving access to the eye to permit the cord to 
be inserted in the eye, where it will be slidably retained. 

2. A device in accordance with claim 1, in which the 
passage has a normal width less than the diameter of 
the cord so that the cord will be normally retained with 
in the eye. 

3. A device in accordance with claim 1, in which there 
is a single resilient member that is curved approximate 
ly in the form of a semicircle and extends from one end 
of the base with its free endadjacent the other end of 
the base but spaced therefrom to form said passage. 

4. A device for holding the cord of a hearing aid close 
to the wearer’s head, comprising a base, a pair of sub 
stantially parallel resilient arms extending from the ends 
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of the base to form a U-shaped ear clip, the arms being 
adapted to frictionally engage between them the lobe 
of the wearer’s ear, two resilient members extending from 
the ends of the base at an angle to the arms, each mem 
ber being curved toward the other to form an eye be 
tween the members and the base, and the free ends of 
the members being spaced apart to form a passage giv 
ing access to the eye, whereby the cord can be slipped 
through the passage into the eye and slidably retained 
within the eye. 

5. A device in accordance with claim 4, in which the 
passage between the free ends of the members has a 
normal width less than the thickness of the cord, Where 
by the cord may be forced through the passage because 
of the yielding resilience of the members. 

6. A device for holding the cord of a hearing aid 
close to the wearer’s head, comprising a base, a pair of 
substantially parallel resilientv arms of approximately 
equal length extending from the base to form a U-shaped 
ear clip, each arm being provided adjacent its free end 
with an inwardly projecting protuberance for frictionally 
engaging the lobe of the wearer’s ear, and at least one 

10 

20 

4 
curved resilient member extending from the base in a 
plane substantially normal to the plane of the arms and 
curved to de?ne an eye, said curved resilient member 
means being arranged to afford a passage adjacent the 
free end thereof thereby giving access to the eye to per 
mit the cord to pass into and out of the eye. 

7. A device in accordance with claim 6, in which there 
is a single resilient member that is curved approximately 
in the form of a semicircle and extends from one end 
of the base with its free end adjacent to but spaced from 
the other end of the base to form said passage. 

8. A device in accordance with claim 6, in which 
there are two resilient members extending from the ends 
of the base with the free ends of those members spaced 
apart to form said passage. 
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