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This invention relates to. an aquatic amusement device. 
More particularly it has to do with a device adapted to 
support a person riding thereon in'a body of water, such 
as the in?atable rubber whales, seahorses, dragons and 
the like commonly employed by children and adults ‘in 
the ocean, in lakes and in swimming‘pools. , 
The ‘general object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a new and improved aquatic amusement device. 
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Another object of the present invention is to provide ‘ 
an aquatic device from which a stream‘ ofwater ‘is ejected 
in response to manual effort of a person riding thereon 
in a body of water. X . l 

A detailed object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a whale-shaped object adapted to ?oat in water and 
from which a spout of water is caused to issue forth upon 
the performance of a simple manual operation by a per 
son riding thereon. , 

It is a further object of the invention to provide an 
improved ‘aquatic amusement device from which a stream 
of water may be caused to issue and which is simple and 
inexpensive to manufacture. 

In accordance with the present invention, the aquatic 
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amusement device takes the form of an article or object . 
adapted to ?oat in a body of water. One end of a con 
duit is disposed to lie normally beneath the ‘surface of 
the water when the object is placed therein; the conduit 
includes an enlarged elastic portion intermediate its ends 
and which is mounted externally of the object. In addi 
tion, means disposed in the conduit permits substantially 
unimpeded Water-?ow through the conduit in a direction 
from the end lying beneath the water surface toward 
the other end of the conduit, while retarding water?ow 
in the opposite direction. Upon alternate expansion and 
compression of the elastic portion, water is drawn into 
the immersed end and is expelled from the other end. 
The features of the present invention which are be 

lieved to be novel are set forth with particularity in the 
appended claims. The organization and manner of op 
eration of the invention, together with further objects and 
advantages thereof, may best be understood by reference 
to the following description taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, in the several ?gures of which 
like reference numerals identify like elements and in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a whale-shaped aquatic 
amusement device embodying the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary view, partially in cross sec 
tion, of one end of a conduit arranged in accordance with 
the present invention; and 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary view, partially in cross sec 
tion, of the other end of the conduit. 

In the embodiment of the present invention shown in 
Figure 1 for purposes of illustration, object 10 is in the 

‘ shape of a whale and is buoyant in a body of water in 
dicated at 11. Whale-shaped object 10 includes a mouth 
portion 12 and an eye 13, which may be painted on the 
skin of the object, so as to lend realism, particularly as 
to younger children. In its preferred form, object 10 is 
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hollow, being fabricated of rubber or similarmaterial and 
including anair-valve 14 through which compressed air 
is introduced into the thus formed cavity to in?ate ‘the 
object and ‘thereby render it buoyant. 

. As an aid in its use by and for the convenience of per 
son riding on object 10, a seat portion 15 is formed ‘in 
the dorsal or top surface 16 thereof. Also, for the con 
venience and safety of persons riding on object 10, a 
handle 18 is secured to object 10 at the upper-frontpor 
tion of seat portion 15. Handle 18 is preferably of hard 
rubber and is U-shaped, its ends being heat-sealed or 
otherwise ?rmly a?ixed to object 10. 
The invention contemplates a novel arrangement for 

causing a stream of water to issue from object 10; as 
applied more particularly to the present embodiment, the 
water is caused to issue forth from the top of the whale 
so as to resemble spouting thereof. To this end, there 
is provided a conduit 20 which includes an enlarged 
elastic portion or bulb '21 intermediate its upper and lower 

Bulb 21 is mounted externally on object 10 and 
preferably is positioned immediately in front of seat 
15 so as to ‘be convenient to the person riding therein. 
Herein, conduit 20 is in two parts, comprising an inlet 
conduit 24 ‘and an outlet conduit 25. One end of inlet 
conduit 24 is coupled to bulb 21; its opposite end por 
tion 26 terminates at or adjacent the ventral or bottom 
surface 27 of object 10.‘ One end of outlet conduit 25 
is similarly coupled to bulb 21 and its opposite end portion 
28 preferably terminates at or adjacent the portion of 
dorsal "surface 16 in front ‘of seat 15. r , 
As shown, conduit‘2t) is enclosed substantially within 

object 10. Its upper and lower end portions 28 and 26, 
respectively, protrude through‘ the skin. of object 10, 
lower end portion .26 thus normally lying beneath ‘the 
surface of and communicating with water 11; the conduit 
is heat-sealed to the skin at the point where the upper 
and lower end portions pass therethrough. Forthe pur 
pose of mounting bulb 21 external-1y on object 10, the 
intermediate portion of the conduit is brought through the 
skin of the object by means of heat-seal connections in-, 
dicated at 29 and 3i]. 7 ‘ I 

Means is included within conduit 20 for permitting 
substantially unimpeded water-?ow therethrough in a 
direction inwardly of lower end portion 26 while 
retarding water~?ow in the opposite direction. To this 
end, a pair of check-valves are disposed in conduit 20 on 
opposite sides of bulb 21. Figure 2 illustrates a simple 
check-valve 30 suitable for use on either side of bulb 
21, but herein shown disposed within upper end portion 
28. Check-valve 30 comprises an annular member 31 
heat-sealed around its periphery to the inner wall of con 
duit 20 near the upper end thereof. A ?apper 32, hinged 
adjacent the hole 33 in member 31, is disposed to swing 
downwardly against member 31 to cover hole 33. Prefer 
ably, all parts are made of rubber or plastic so as to be 
easily heat-sealable one to another. It should also be 
noted that end portion 28 preferably is tapered to form a 
constriction or nozzle at its terminus. 

Figure 3 illustrates a modi?ed form of check-valve 
35 suitable for use in either the lower or upper end por 
tions of conduit 20, but herein shown within lower end 
portion 26. Check-valve 35 includes an annular mem 
ber 36 having a hole 37 ‘and into which a ball 38, disposed 
above member 36, is adapted to seat. A screen 39 is 
disposed inwardly of member 36, preventing ball 38 
from moving upwardly within conduit 20 more than an 
amount su?icient to allow a substantial quantity of water 
to flow through hole 37, past ball 38 and on upwardly 
through the conduit. Member 36 and screen 39 prefer 
ably are heat-sealed around their peripheries to the inner 
wall of conduit 20. 
In operation, the previously in?ated object 10 is placed 

into water 11 whereupon it supports a human being (not 



shown). ridingin seat 15 and thus straddling dorsal sur 
face 16. The person then alternately compresses and 
permits expansion of bulb 21 by grasping and releasing 
the. same with his hand. As bulb 21 expands, water is 
drawn into the immersed lower end of conduit 20 through 
check-valve 35; at the same time, air is prevented from 
entering the system through'the upper conduit end by 
check-valve 30. Upon subsequent compression of bulb 
21, any air initially in conduit 20 is forced upwardly 
therethrough and out of the upper conduit end, since low 
er check-valve 35 prevents ?uid ?ow in a direction out~ 
wardly of lower end portion 26. Accordingly, the wa 
ter is able to flow only in a direction inwardly of the 
lower end. After bulb 21 has thus been pumped a few 
times, conduit 20 becomes ?lled with water whereupon, 
each time bulb 21 is compressed, a spout of water is 
ejected from the upper conduit end; as bulb 21 sub 
sequently is permitted to expand, additional water is 
drawn into lower end portion 26 through check-valve 35. 

In a typical embodiment of the present invention, con 
duit 20 is fabricated from 1%: inch diameter rubber tubing 
approximately three feet in overall length. Bulb 21 is 
oval shaped, its major and minor dimensions being ap 
proximately 21/2 by 31/2 inches; bulb 21 is constructed 
of ?rm, highly elastic rubber and has ‘a capacity of about 
three ounces. In use, a stream of water spouts forth 
from the upper conduit end a distance of several yards. 

It is thus seen that there is provided a useful and in 
triguing arrangement which is composed of parts simple 
and economical to manufacture and assemble. The pres 
ent invention is adaptable to any of the particular shapes 
variously employed for devices of this character. It is, 
of course, unnecessary that object 10 be of the in?atable 
variety formed of a resilient material; indeed, it may be 
in the form of a hollow shell of plastic or other suitable 
material. Furthermore, if a larger quantity of water 
?ow is desired, it is but a simple matter to incorporate 
additional elastic bulbs into the system, being careful 
to include any necessary check-valves to avoid internal cir 
culating currents. 

While a particular embodiment of the present inven 
tion has been shown and described, it will be obvious to 
those skilled in the art that changes and modi?cations 
may be made without departing from the invention in 
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its broader aspects; Accordingly, the aim in the “ap 
pended claims is to cover all such changes and modi?ca 
tions as fall within the true spirit and scope of the in 
vention. 

I claim: 
1. An aquatic amusement device comprising: a buoyant 

body simulating an actual object of the kind having an 
opening through which a jet of water is expelled, said body 
being large enough to support a person riding thereon on 
a body of water; an elongated conduit supported by said 
object and having an inlet end normally immersed in 
said body of water, an outlet end exposed above said body 
of water and positioned to cause water to be expelled 
at the location corresponding to said opening, and at 
least an intermediate portion disposed externally of said 
object, said intermediate portion including an elastic bulb 
enlargement located for engagement by the hands of said 
person; means'in the inlet sideof said conduit for per 
mitting substantially unimpeded water-?ow therethrough 
toward said bulb enlargement while impeding water ?ow 
in the opposite direction; and means in the outlet side 
of said conduit for permitting expulsion of the water in 
said conduit through said outlet end, while impeding the 
admission of air through said outlet end, whereby, upon 
alternate expansion and compression of said bulb en 
largement, water is drawn into said inlet end and expelled 
from said outlet end. 

2. The device of claim 1, wherein said object comprises 
an in?atable chamber which assumes the shape of an 
animal ?gure when fully in?ated and which maintains 
said shape while supporting said person, and wherein 
said conduit passes through said ?gure and has an out 
let end portion extending from the upper surface of said 
?gure. 
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