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This invention relates to the class of furniture and more 
particularly to such articles of a collapsible type suchv as 
folding tables, benches and the like. ' 
The primary object of the present invention resides 

in the provision of a novel combination of parts which 
enables an article of furniture to be erected from a col~ 
lapsed position to an extended position in a minimum 
period of time while providing a comparatively rigid ar 
rangement of parts when the article of furniture is in an 
erected state. 
' A further object of the invention resides in the pro 
vision of a leg lock for use in collapsible tables, benches, 
or the like which enables the legs of the article of furni 
ture to be held in a substantially rigid manner. 

Incorporated in this invention are brackets used in 
forming leg locks which cooperate with the U-shaped legs 
so that the legs can be readily folded beneath the table 
top or the like or may be extended to act as supports in 
a convenient and simple manner. 
A further object of the present invention resides in the 

novel arrangement of parts wherein substantially U 
shaped table leg members have bench supports pivotally 
attached thereto for receiving bench seats by pivoting the 
bench leg supports relative to the U-shaped table leg 
members and then pivoting the table leg members into 
a collapsed position, the entire table with the benches 
may be collapsed into a very small compass thereby per 
mitting convenient storage. 

These, together with the various ancillary objects and 
features of the invention which will become apparent as 
the following description proceeds, are attained by this 
invention, preferred embodiments of the leg lock and of 
the folding article of furniture being shown in the ac 
companying drawings, by way of example, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an article of furniture 
constructed in accordance with the present invention 
comprising a folding table and benches, parts of a. bench 
being drawn in section for showing the connections there 
to with clarity; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged elevational view of a bracket 
utilized in the invention showing the connections to a 
leg and to a table top; 

Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view of the table 
top looking at the bracket and leg in elevational; 

Figure 4 is a horizontal sectional detail view in an en 
larged scale illustrating in particular the construction of 
the bracket; 

Figure 5 is a partial elevational view of a modi?ed 
form of bracket employing a spring pressed pin; 

Figure 6 is a partial elevational view of a further modi 
?cation of bracket; 

Figure 7 is a plan view of a blank from which a fur 
ther modi?cation of bracket can be constructed; 

Figure 8 is an elevational view illustrating the modi 
?ed form of bracket as is shown in Figure 7 in use; and 

Figure 9 is a sectional detail view illustrating the con 
struction of the modi?ed form of the bracket shown in 
Figures 7 and 8. 
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With continuing reference to the accompanying draw 

ings wherein like reference numerals designate similar 
parts throughout the various views, reference numeral 10 
generally designates an article of furniture constructed 
in accordance with the concepts of the present inven 
tion. This article of furniture includes a table top 12 
having a plurality of brackets at 14 and 16 depending 
therefrom. These brackets are preferably made of alu 
minum or other suitable material and may be pressed or 
otherwise formed from a single blank of material. They 
may have tapered lower portions‘ as shown in Figure 1 
or may be of an even substantially U-shape in cross 
section at the lower vertically depending portions 18 
thereof. The upper portions form lugs as at 20 through 
which screws or bolts as at 22 extend for securing the 
brackets 14 and 16 to the table top 12. 
The vertically extending portions 18 of the brackets 

14 and 16 are provided with recesses 24. These recesses 
24 are of course in each of the sides of the U-shaped 
portion 18. Engageable with the brackets 14 and 16 
are U-shaped legs 26 and 28 which have upwardly ex 
tending leg portions 30 and 32. In the embodiment of 
the invention as is shown in Figure 1, the leg portions 
30 and 32 are resilient and thus deformable inwardly to 
the position as is'shown in dotted lines in Figure 1 be 
fore they are released so as to engage the brackets 14 and 
16 Within the U-shaped portions thereof. 
-Pins 34 and 36 extend through aligned apertures 38, 

see Figure 2, in the leg portions'30 and 32 and through 
apertures in the brackets. The pins 34 and 36 are 
adapted to align with the recesses 24. The pins 34 and 
36 are headed as at 40 and lock nuts 42 are threadedly 
secured on threaded end portions of the otherwise smooth 
pins 34 and 36. When it is desired to collapse the article 
of furniture 10, it is merely necessary to press the resil 
ient leg portions 30 and 32 inwardly to the position as is 
shown in dotted lines in Figure 1, and then pivot the legs 
26 and 28 about the pins 34 and 36 as pivots. Then, 
upon release of the leg portions 30 and 32, they will 
spring back into engagement with the brackets 14 and 
16 within the recesses 24 thus being locked by the resil 
ient action of the leg portions 30 and 32 within the re 
cesses 24 and against opening movement. 

Pivotally attached to the U-shaped legs 26 and 28 ad 
jacent the lower portions of the leg members 30 and 32 
by means of bolts or pins as at 50 there are bench seat 
supports 52, 54, 56, and 58 which are of a tubular con 
struction and adapted to fold inwardly beneath the legs 
26 and 28 when collapsed. 

Benches 60 and 62 having brackets as at 64 secured 
thereto are mounted on the bench support members 52, 
54, 56 and 58, the brackets 64 having vertically extend 
ing portions 66 receivable within the tubular leg mem 
bers at the upper portions thereof. Suitable screws 68 
or the like may be used to secure the brackets 64 to the 
under surfaces of the benches 60 and 62. 
When collapsing the entire article of furniture 10, it 

is merely necessary to lift the benches 60 and 62 off of 
the bench supports and then fold the bench supports in 
wardly. At this point the legs 26 and 28 may then be 
folded. “ 

Referring now to the embodiment of the invention as 
is shown in Figure 5, it will be noted that herein there is 
disclosed a coil spring 80 which is positioned about the 
pin 34 and biases the head 40 of the pin and the leg 30. 
This spring 80 serves to hold the leg 30 within the bracket 
14 whereby individual legs in lieu of the U-shaped assem 
blies can be utilized. 

In the embodiment of the invention as is shown in 
Figure 6 a headed threaded pin 84 is utilized which headed 
threaded pin is provided with a head 86. A wing nut 88 
or the like is threaded on the pin 84 and may be loosened 
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to permit folding or opening of the article of furniture 
and may be tightened to hold the article of furniture rig 
idly in either an opened or closed position. 

Referring now moreparticularly to the embodiment of 
the invention as is shown in Figures ,7 through 9, it will 
be noted that herein the bracket 100 is formed from a 
single sheet of material having a generally rectangular 
portion 102 provided with an aperture 104 through which 
pin 106 can extend. Another rectangular portion 108 
has apertures 110 therethrough for reception of fasten 
ers such as screws 112 used to secure the bracket to an 
other portion of an article of furniture such as the top 
114. 

Pairs of right triangular portions 116, 18, 120, 122, 
124, and 126 having recesses 128, 130, and 132 therebe 
tween respectively are integrally formed with the triangu 
lar portion 102'and folded at right angles with respect 
thereto. The recess 132 is adapted to receive the leg 
member 136 when the leg member is in an extended open 
position and the recesses 128 and 130 receive the leg 136 
when it is pivoted to the closed position. Of course, legs 
such asthe legs 26 and 28 can be used in conjunction 
with the bracket 100 and if desired in lieu of the headed 
pins 106 which include heads 140 and lock nuts 142, suit 
able pins such as the pin 84 or the pin 40 provided with 
the spring 80 could be utilized. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly, all suitable modi?cations and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 

- of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A folding article of furniture comprising a top, op 

posed pairs of brackets depending downwardly from the 
under surface of said top, said brackets including sub 
stantially vertical elongated portions of U-shape in cross 
section, legs having end portions, the end portions seat 
ing in said brackets, pins extending horizontally through 
said brackets and said end portions, and recesses in said 
brackets in horizontal alignment with said pins. 
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2. A folding article of furniture comprising a top, op 

posed pairs of brackets depending downwardly from the 
under surface of said top, said brackets including sub 
stantially vertical elongated portions of U-shape in cross 
section, legs having end portions, the end portions seat 
ing in said brackets, pins extending horizontally through 
said brackets and said end portions, and recesses in said 
brackets in horizontal alignment with said pins, said pins 
having head portions and threaded end portions, nuts 
threadedly secured on said threaded end portions. 

3. A folding article of furniture comprising a top, op 
posed pairs of brackets depending downwardly from the 
under surface of said top, said brackets including sub 
stantially vertical elongated portions of U-shape in cross 
section, legs having end portions, the end portions seating 
in said brackets, pins extending horizontally through said 
brackets and said end portions, and recesses in said 
brackets in horizontal alignment with said pins, said pins 
having head portions and threaded end portions, nuts 
threadedly secured on said threaded end portions, and 
springs yieldingly engaging said head portions and said 
end portions of said legs. 

4. A folding article of furniture comprising a top, op 
posed pairs of brackets depending downwardly from the 
under surface of said top, said brackets including sub 
stantially vertical elongated portions of U-shape in cross 
section, legs having end portions, the end portions seat 
ing in said brackets, pins extending horizontally through 
said brackets and saidend portions, and recesses in said 
brackets in horizontal alignment with said pins, said legs 
being of U-shape, said U-shaped legs being resilient with 
each of said pairs of end portions being deformable to 
wards each other. 
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