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1 Claim. (Cl. 150—28) 

The present invention relates to children’s, misses’ and 
women’s hand bags and more particularly to improve 
ments in the type known as the tote bag. 
A tote bag is an open-mouthed bag usually provided 

with handle means of some sort. Many are made in the 
shape of a ?attened pail form having bail-type or other 
handle means. Heretofore, tote bags were used only for 
their utility as a sort of “catch all,” but they are now 
made in various tasteful styles and decorative shapes so 
that they have been adopted for dress wear. Their open 
mouth however, has limited their use, because of the lack 
of a closure means. The use of a latch means and the 
like would deter from their character and general utility 
and so equipped, would cease being tote bags. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide 
the tote bag with a novel and improved closure means 
which blocks the mouth of the bag against pilfering, serves 
as an auxiliary closable purse and is made detachable so 
that what served as the means to block the mouth of the 
tote bag, may be used alone as a clutch bag. 
A further object hereof is to provide a novel and im 

proved tote and clutch bag structure of the character 
described, wherein the tote bag and clutch bag are so 
related that each deters the pilfering of the contents of 
the other. 

Another object hereof is to provide a novel and imé 
proved article of the type set forth which is reasonably 
cheap to manufacture, easy to manipulate and e?icient 
in carrying out the purposes for which it is designed. 

Other objects and advantages will become apparent as 
this disclosure proceeds. 

In the accompanying drawings forming part of this 
speci?cation, similar characters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in all the views. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing a tote and clutch 
bag combination embodying the teachings of this invena 
tion. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the clutch bag. 
Fig. 3 is a section taken at lines 3-3 in Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is an end view of Fig. 1, with the clutch bag 

arranged in such fashion that the possibility of pilfering 
either said clutch bag or the tote bag, is minimized. 

In the drawings, the numeral 15 designates generally a 
tote bag and the numeral 16 indicates generally a clutch 
bag, as they are commonly known in the trade. The tote 
bag 15 has an open mouth and may have bail-type handle 
17. The clutch bag 16 is dimensioned to ?t partly down 
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wards into the tote bag 15 and ?ll the mouth of the latter. 
Said clutch bag may have any suitable closure means as 
for instance the slidable fastener or “zipper” 18. The 
clutch bag is detachably mounted onto the tote bag at the 
ends, by means for instance of the releasably engageable 
glove snap elements, 19, 19' and 20, 20'. In the preferred 
embodiment illustrated, the glove snap elements‘19', 20' 
are on upward tabs 21, 22 at the respective ends of the 
clutch bag 16. 

In the assembly shown in Fig. 1, the clutch bag 16 
blocks the mouth of the tote bag 15 against pilferage, 
while in the set-up illustrated in Fig. 4, each bag guards 
the other against pilferage. Here, the clutch bag 16 
may beswung down to one side of the tote bag 15 to 
gain better access to the tote bag 15, because said clutch 
bag is free to swivel, for which purpose, the glove snap 
elements are positioned in alignment. As further pre 
caution against tampering in Fig. 4, the handle 17 is made 
of such length that the wearer’s hand will contact the 
clutch bag 16, so that if the clutch bag 16 is swung by 
a pick-pocket, such action would become apparent to 
the wearer. 
The bags 15 and 16 may of course be used separately 

- whenever desired. Each may have its own distinct design, 
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surface decoration and color. Preferably they should be 
made to match or complement each other in style and 
design. They can be made of plastic, fabric, leather or 
other desired materials. The tote bag 15 may be made so 
stiff that it would require the clutch bag 16 to be detached 
at one end and swung upwardly at the other end, to gain 
access to the tote bag. 

This invention is capable of numerous forms and vari 
ous applications without departing from the essential 
features herein disclosed. It is therefore intended and 
desired that the embodiment herein shall be deemed illus 
trative and not restrictive and that the patent shall cover 
all patentable novelty herein set forth; reference being had 
to the following claim rather than to the speci?c descrip 
tion herein to indicate the scope of this invention. 

I claim: 
In an article of the character described, a ?rst bag 

having an open mouth, a second bag provided with a 
closure means for its mouth; the second bag being posi 
tioned on the ?rst bag and such second bag being sub 
stantially across the entire expense of the mouth of the 
?rst bag whereby it blocks the mouth of said ?rst bag, 
and two connection means releasably and revolvably 
joining the second bag to opposite points of the ?rst bag 
respectively, about a single axis, whereby the second bag 
is turnable about such axis to be positioned in the same 
direction or inverted with respect to the ?rst bag. 
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