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_ This invention- relates-to earrings, and more particularly 
has‘refereiiee to an’ earring so designed that an ornament 
depending from- the same can be fre'e'ly‘interchan‘ged‘ with 
any of aasub'stantial number of other" ornaments‘; 
‘Another object of importance is to provide earrings 

of the type stated in which the interchange of the orna 
ments can be accomplished swiftly and easily without 
requiring removal of the earrings from the cars. This is 
particularly desirable in the case of individuals having 
pierced cars, since when one’s ears are pierced, a change 
of earrings is accomplished with somewhat greater di?i 
culty than is true with unpierced ears. 
Another object is to provide earrings as stated in which 

' there is a permanently :attached ornament, so designed 
as to conceal the means providing for attaching inter 
changeable pendant ornaments. 
Another object is to provide pendant ornament attach 

ing means preventing loss of a pendant ornament while 
the ‘earring is worn. 

Other objects will ‘appear from the following descrip 
tion, the claim appended thereto, and from the annexed ' 
drawing, in which like reference characters designate like 
parts throughout the several views, and wherein: 

Figure 1 is aside elewational view of an earring formed 
in accordance with the present invention, with the pendant 
ornament retaining means in closed position; 

Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1 wherein the re 
taining means is in open position to permit insertion or 
removal of a pendant ornament; 

Figure 3 is a horizontal sectional view on line 3—3 
of Figure 1; 

Figure 4 is a side elevation of spring means associated 
with said retaining means, said spring means being shown 
per se; 

Figure 5 is a side elevational view of a modi?ed form 
of the earring adapted for use on pierced ears; and 

Figure 6 is a view showing a plurality of differently 
shaped interchangeable pendant ornaments. 
The illustrated device, as shown in Figures 1 to 4, com 

prises a 'U-shaped ear clasp, adapted to receive the lower 
part of the lobe of the ear, said clasp including a curved 
bight and straight, parallel legs inner and outer 12, 14 
projecting upwardly from the opposite ends of the bight. 
The legs, though illustrated as straight in the present in 
stance, could if desired be curved or extended in con 
vergent relation, to ?t comfortably about the ear lobe. 

Adjacent the upper end of the inner leg 12, there is 
formed therein a transverse, threaded opening, in which 
is engaged the complementarily threaded stem 16 having 
at one end ‘a knurled turning knob 18, and formed at its 
other end with a head 20 having a gentle rounded surface 
adapted to exert pressure against the adjacent surface of 
‘the ear lobe, to cause the ear lobe to be clamped by and 
between the head 20 and the upper ‘end portion of the 
outer leg 14. 

Fixedly secured to and projecting laterally outwardly 
from the outer side of the outer leg 14 intermediate the 
ends thereof is a ?at lug 22 which is positioned between 

10 

15 

20 

25 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

‘2,797,561 
vPatented July 2,, 195,7 

, 2 

ears‘ 24 (see, Figure 3), having registering openings 
receiving a hinge pin 26. The cars 24 are ?xedly secured 
to the inner surface of and project laterally from a retain 
ing plate 28, and said plate can be provided on the outer 
surface thereof with ornamental projections 30, 32 of any 
desired design. 
A spring 34 (see Figure 4) has a loop‘ intermediate its 

ends receiving the hinge pin, the spring‘ being disposedin 
the space between the ears 24, at one side of‘the log 22, 
and having its opposite ends extending upwardly in engage 
ment with the leg 14 and plate 28 respectively. The spring 
is under tension tending to press the upper portion of the 
plate 28, that is, the portion disposed above the hinge 
axis of‘the plate outwardly from the leg 14, thus causing 
the‘lower portion of plate 28 to swing‘, normally, toward 
the-lower portion of the leg'14. 

A: hook 36 has’one end ?xedly secured to the outerv side 
of the lower part of the outer clasp leg 14, with the free 
end of the hook projecting upwardly in laterally out‘ 
wardly spaced relation to leg 14. A pendant ornament 38 
is apertured at its upper end, and connected rings 40, 42 
are provided, ring 42 passing through the aperture of the 
pendant, and ring 40 being adapted to engage over the 
hook 36. 

In use, the plate 28 is manually swung, against the re 
straint of the spring 34, to the open position of Figure 2, 
in which position the plate 28 has its lower end spaced, 
outwardly from the hook 36,~thus permitting a pendant 
ornament 38 to be engaged over the hook by slipping the 
ring 40 over the free end of the hook. The ornament 
will then swing freely from the intermediate portion of 
the hook, and the plate 28 is then released, so that the 
spring 34, ‘tending to expand, will swing the lower end 
of the plate against the free end portion of the hook 36 
as shown in Figure l. The spring maintains a continual 
pressure against the upper end of the plate 28, tending to 
hold the plate and hook in contact with one another, and 
thus, the ornament is securely retained in position upon 
the hook, and will not be accidentally lost while the ear 
ring is being worn. 

In Figure 5 there is shown a modi?ed form whenein the 
clasp 10a is provided with a ?xed threaded stem 16a pro 
jecting laterally, outwardly from the upper end of the 
inner leg of the clasp. A concavo-oonvex disc 20a is 
threadedly engaged upon the stem 16a, and the construc 
tion shown is adapted ‘for pierced ears, with the stem 16a 
adapted to extend through the ear lobe with the disc 20a 
threaded onto the stem, to clamp the earlobe so as to hold 
the stem against movement out of the opening provided 
therefor in the lobe. The form of Figure 5 is otherwise 
the same as that shown in Figures 1 to 4. 
At its lower end, the clasp 10a has the hook 36a integral 

therewith, the pendant 38 being engaged over the hook 
36a in the same manner as has been described with ref 
erence to Figure 1. 

Referring now to Figure 6, there are here shown vari 
ous pendants 38, 38a, 38b, 38c, 38a’, 33c, 38]‘, 38g, having 
different ornamental shapes, all of which can be sold as 
part of a single set to be sold with a single pair of ear 
clasps formed either as shown in Figure 1 or in Figure 5. 

It will be seen that although a single pair of earrings 
is sold, having perhaps eight dilferent pendants as part 
of its associated set, the wearer seemingly is possessed 
of eight different pairs of earrings. Di?erent pendants can 
be selected for di?erent occasions, or for di?erent attire, 
and it will be understood that the pendants can be vari 
ously colored, so as to match or harmonize with dresses 
of diiferent colors. Further, the pendants can be so de 
signed that some may be worn with informal attire, and 
others with fully formal attire, as described. 

It is believed apparent that the invention is not neces 
sarily con?ned to the speci?c use or uses thereof described 
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above, since it may be utilized for any purpose to which 
it may be suited. Nor is the invention to be necessarily 
limited to the speci?c construction illustrated and de 
scribed, since such construction is only intended to be 
illustrative of the principles, it being considered that the 
invention comprehends any minor change in construction 
that may be permitted within the scope of the appended 
claim. 
What is claimed is: ' 
In an earring, a U-shaped clasp comprising a bight por 

tion and inner and outer legs rising from said bight por 
tion and having upper and lower ends, said outer leg 
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having a laterally outward side, a lug ?xed on the laterally ' ‘ 
outward side of said outer leg and projecting laterally 
outwardly ‘therefrom at a point intermediate the upper 
and lower ends of the outer leg, a hook having a laterally 
inward end ?xed to, the outer leg at a point on the laterally 
outward side of the outer leg spaced below said lug, said 
hook having a free end spaced laterally outwardly from 
its inner end, an ornamental retaining plate having a 
laterally inward side and a laterally outward side, said 
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retaining plate being positioned along the laterally outward 
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side of the outer leg, said retaining plate having upper and 
lower ends ‘and having ear means intermediate its ends 
pivoted on said lug, said ears spaced inwardly from the 
side edges of said plate a substantial distance, and spring 
means acting between said outer leg and the upper end 
of the retaining plate at points above said lug and said 
ear means, said spring means serving to yieldably engage 
the lower end of the retaining plate with the free end of 
the hook so as to retain said ornament on the hook, said 
retaining plate serving to conceal the said pivoted lug 
and ears, to provide a base for an ornamental design and 
to lock in position an ornament adapted to be removably 
mounted on said hook. 
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