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1 Claim. (Cl. 30-2) 

The present invention relates to a hand implement or 
tool which is characterized by a handle having a specially 
constructed head wherein said head is, in turn, construct 
ed to accommodate either single or double edged safety 
razor blades whereby to thus provide a blade-equipped 
implement for slitting and otherwise opening cardboard 
boxes, packages and the like. 
Box and package openers which use either new or dis 

carded razor blades are, obviously, not new. As a mat 
ter of fact, the art to which the invention relates is 
fairly well developed and this means that there are nu 
merous instruments and implements which are intended 
to be similarly used. It may be added, in this connection, 
that it is customary to provide handle means with a re 
ceiver and to ?t the blade in the receiver so that an edge 
portion projects and so that it may be caused to penetrate 
and rip around marginal edges of top, bottom and side 
walls of boxes and the like so that the wall may be re 
moved from the box thus opened. A similarly constructed 

and performing package opener is disclosed in the H. Disbrow patent, No. 2,247,290. This is mentioned be 

cause in applicant’s construction in addition to holding 
the blade a corner portion thereof is projectible and 
retractible to a variable degree to bring about, it is be 
lieved, a more satisfactory penetrating and slitting action. 
An obvious object in the instant matter is to structural 

ly, functionally and otherwise improve upon the Disbrow 
patent and any other similar patented or marketed im 
plements using insertible and removable razor blades. In 
carrying out the instant invention a construction is pro 
vided which, it is believed, will adequately ful?ll the 
ordinary manufacturing requirements and economies of 
manufacturers and will aptly serve the miscellaneous uses 
of those who are given to the use of bladed implements 
of the class under consideration. 
More explicitly, novelty is predicated in the instant 

disclosure on a substantially solid cast head which may, 
of course, be of lightweight aluminum or equivalent metal 
or, as may often be the situation, commercial plastics of 
a suitable grade. The head is bifurcated and the furca 
tions and space therebetween provide a receiving pocket 
which is at the desired oblique angle in respect to the 
lengthwise dimension of the handle and which serves as 
a ?rm and reliable receiver and holder for the projectible 
and retractible razor blade. 

Novelty is also predicated on the construction stated 
wherein the edge or lip portions of the furcations are 
fashioned into outstanding laterally disposed ?anges, the 
cooperating surfaces of the ?anges serving as guides or 
guide shoes and being at approximate obtuse angles 
in respect to each other. 

Other objects, features and advantages will become 
more readily apparent from the following description and 
the accompanying sheet of illustrative drawings. 

In the drawings, wherein like numerals are employed to 
designate like parts throughout the views: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tool or implement 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

60 

55 

60 

65 

70 

2,797,477 
Patented July 2,v 1957 

2 
constructed in accordance with the principles of- the in 
vention and showing the same in readinesspfor- use; 

Figure 2 is a view showing a cardboard carton, box 
or the like and illustrating one manner in which the tool 
is employed, the portions of the tool seen being in section 
and elevation; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary view which serves to bring 
out the angularity and construction and position of the 
cavity or pocket in which the blade is inserted and held; 

Figure 4 is a view in end elevation illustrating how the 
tool may be employed to slice through an edge portion of 
a vertical side wall or panel of a box to loosen the same 
from the top of the box; and 

Figure 5 is a similar view showing another position 
or use wherein the guide is resting on top of the box so 
that the protruding knife may be caused to travel through 
what may be the junction corner between a side wall and 
top of the box or other package. 

Referring now to the drawings the head is denoted gen 
erally by the numeral 6 and the handle is denoted at 8. 
The handle is joined at one end 10 to a rounded marginal 
edge portion 12 of the head. In general side elevation the 
head appears to be partly circular; or, it may be said to 
be somewhat segmental in shape. In any event, the op 
posed faces 14 are preferably ?at and the marginal edge 
portion is rounded. As before stated the head is bifur 
cated as at 16 in Fig. 1 and de?nes a pair of opposed fur 
cations 18 and 20 and what is more important de?nes an 
oblique angled blade receiving and holding pocket 22. 
One end of the pocket provides a solid abutment wall 
24 for one transverse end of the insertible and removable 
safety razor blade 26 and one lengthwise Wall of the 
pocket provides a second abutment 28 with which the 
usual solid back portion of the blade is in constant con 
tact so that the position of the blade is stabilized and the 
blade is prevented from pivoting and getting into a dan 
gerous angular position while being used. One furca 
tion or side wall as shown in Fig. 2 in particular is formed 
with a boss 30 which is in turn provided with a screw 
threaded hole to accommodate a setscrew 32 the shank of 
which extends into the pocket and engages the blade and 
binds it securely in place in said pocket, said screw having 
a suitable ?nger-grip 34. The furcation 20 is providedv 
with a right angularly disposed guide ?ange 36 the ?at 
surface 38 of which provides a guide shoe. A similar 
?ange 40 is provided on the other jaw or furcation and 
this is denoted at 41 and it has a ?at face 42 which is 
preferably corrugated or otherwise milled to provide anti 
slipping elements. The blade is inserted and adjusted in 
the obvious manner shown in the drawings. It is also used 
in several different ways as illustrated in Figs. 2, 4 and 5. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to‘ those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly, all suitable modi?cations and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
A box slitting tool comprising a head having a han 

dle, said head being bifurcated, the furcations being solid 
and providing a rectangular blade receiving and retaining 
pocket between the furcations, said pocket being wholly 
closed at one end and substantially open at its opposite 
end, one end of the handle being rigidly connected to a 
margin of the head adjacent to the closed end of said 
pocket, said pocket being disposed at an oblique angle, 
in relation to the long axis of said handle, one of the 
furcations being provided with an outstanding right angu 
larly disposed ?ange having a flat surface providing a 
guide shoe, and the other furcation being provided with an 
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oblique angled outstanding ?ange disposed at an obtuse 
angle to said ?rst ?ange and having a ?at corrugated sur 
face providing an anti-slipping guide shoe, and a setscrew 
carried by one of the furcations and having its shank 
projecting into said pocket in a manner to hold the blade 5 
in the pocket. ’ 
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