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1 Claim. (Cl. 220-30) 

This invention generally relates to a container and 
more speci?cally relates to a container for mailing fragile 
articles and is especially designed for mailing glass slides. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
mailing container having a label or tag thereon which 
requires no gumming or tying while the entire package 
is securely assembled and retained in closed position with 
out the necessity of any strings. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a mailing container having a novel closure arrangement 
wherein the device is closed through the utility of a spring 
metal closure member which may be easily opened upon 
proper procedure but which is retained in closed relation 
during normal handling thereof. 

Yet another important feature of the present invention 
is to provide a protective insert or pocket for insertion 
into the container for holding the glass slides or similar 
articles while in transit to prevent damage to such slides 
by contact with each other. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the mailing container 
of the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal, vertical sectional view taken 
substantially upon a plane passing along section line 2—2 
of Figure 1 illustrating the details of construction of the 
mailing container; 

Figure 3 is a plan sectional view taken substantially 
upon a plane passing along section line 3-3 of Figure 1 
illustrating further structural details of the mailing 
container; 

Figure 4 is a partial perspective view of the manner 
in which the closure member is easily opened; 

Figure 5 is a partial perspective view illustrating the 
closure member in opened position; 

Figure 6 is a plan view of the protective insert for use 
in conjunction with the container; 

Figure 7 is a detailed sectional view taken substantially 
upon a plane passing along section line 7-7 of Figure 6 
illustrating the relationship of the pockets and the form 
of the liner therein; and 

Figure 8 is a detail sectional view taken substantially 
upon a plane passing along section line 8-8 of Figure 6 
illustrating further details of the pocket construction. 

Referring now speci?cally to the drawings, the numeral 
10 generally designates the mailing container of the pres 
ent invention including a top 12, a bottom 14, side walls 
16 and an end wall 18 all of which are preferably con— 
structed of wood and formed into an integral unit by 
suitable fastening arrangements such as adhesive, tacks 
or the like. The other end of the container 10 is open to 
permit the insertion of articles or material into the 
interior of the container. 

2,797,015 
Patented June 25,- 1,957 

a 

we 
2 

A closure member generally designated by the numeral 
7 20 is provided for the open end of the container and the 
closure 20 is a generally U-shaped member of spring metal 
material including a relatively elongated leg 22, a bight 
portion 24 and a relatively short leg 26 wherein the bight 

‘ portion 24 overlies and forms a closure for the open 
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end of the container 10 and the elongated leg 22 extends 
alongside one side wall 16 and is pivotally secured thereto 
by pivot pin 28 whereby the closure member 20 may 
pivot about the axis formed by pin 28 with the leg 22 
moving in a plane alongside the plane of the side wall 
16. The short leg 26 terminates in an inwardly extend 
ing lug 38 which is disposed within a notch 40 in the side 
wall 16 whereby the resilient nature of the leg 26 will 
retain the lug 38 in the notch 40 and due to the shorter 
length of leg 26, the lug 38 will prevent pivotal movement 
of the closure 20 inasmuch as the lug 38 must move in 
an arcuate manner when the closure 20 pivots about pivot 
pin 28 which is not coincidental with the lug 38. 
When it is desired to open the closure 20, the thumb 

42 may be employed for exerting pressure against the 
bight portion 24 thereby urging the lug end of the leg 26 
outwardly from the notch 40 wherein the lug38 may be 
moved into misalignment with the notch 40 after which 
the closure 20 may be pivoted upwardly to an out of the 
way position substantially as illustrated in Figure 5. 
For providing the necessary mailing indieia, a tag or 

label 44 is provided with inwardly extending end portions 
46 which extend through a pair of parallel slits 48 in the 
top wall 12 wherein the inner ends 46 are bent toward 
the closed end 18 of the container 10 whereby the material 
inserted into the container 12 will assure that the tag or 
label 44 cannot be removed until such time as the articles 
or material has been extracted from the container 12. 

Referring now speci?cally to Figures 6-8, the numeral 
50 generally designates a cushioned insert for the mailing 
container of the present invention whereby the articles 
to be mailed are positioned within the cushioned insert 
50 for protection thereof. 
The insert 50 includes a sheet of cardboard material 

52 having the free edges thereof reversely bent at 54 and 
forming an overlying pocket ?ap 56 which is secured to 
the main body portion of the member 52 by a suitable 
adhesive type of tape 58. Disposed between the members 
52 and 56 is a sheet of foam rubber 60 forming a liner 
for each pocket formed by the reversely bent edges of 
the cardboard member 52. It will be noted that the 
central portion of the cardboard member designated by 
the numeral 62 forms a hinge for folding the two pockets 
into overlying relation so that glass slides positioned in 
the pocket will ?t closely within the container 10. A 
pull tab 64 is provided on the hinge portion 62 of the 
member 52 to permit ease of removal of the insert 50 from 
the open end of the container 10 thereby facilitating the 
shipping of glass slides with the glass slides reaching 
their destination in undamaged condition. 

While the invention has been speci?cally illustrated 
and described in conjunction with glass slides and the size 
thereof speci?cally adapted to glass slides, it will be under 
stood that other types of articles may be mailed and the 
container may be provided in various shapes and sizes 
dependent upon the particular articles to be shipped“ 
The container 10 is constructed of wood or similar mate 
rial and the closure member 20 is constructed of metal 
or some similar material having an inherent rigid con 
struction of su?‘icient resiliency to permit operation in the 
manner illustrated in Figure 4. 

‘ The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 
principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 



'to the exact censtnuction and operation shown and 
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described, and accordingly, all-suitable-modi?catiom and , 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling Within the scope of 
the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed asnew :is {as-follows: V - I 

An elongated container open atone- end- andconpp‘rising 
a top, bottom .andlopposed side-jwalllsyone-‘ot said side 
walls having a. notch therein, and-aresilient, substantially 
Urshaped closure-‘for the open end ofhthe- containeB-said 
closure, when in operativeqposition, straddling ‘the con; 
taincr and ‘including .avleg pivotally‘seeured =at'its freeren'd' 
to the other side wall, said closure ‘further including a 
relatively short leg --term'~inating -at its free end ‘in- an 
inturned lug’ engageable in the-notch, Psaid- closure still 
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further including a bight portion traversing the open end 
of ytheiscontainer ‘and bendable, thereinto- between the, top 
and bottom for swinging the short leg outwardly and 
disengaging the lug from the'notch. 
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