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The invention relates to ladies’ footwear. 
The object of the present invention is a ladies’ shoe 

having a replaceable heel, speci?cally designed so that 
the person using it may, without the use of any tool and 
without any great exertion remove the heel and replace 
it by another heel, namely one better suited to what she 
is wearing or more advisable for the excursion or walk 
which she intends to take. 

For this purpose the invention is characterized essen 
tially by the fact that the heel is held to the shoe by 
means of a metal tenon, curved along a circular arc in 
the direction of its length and fastened to the seat of the 
said heel, the said tenon being engaged by frictional slid 
ing in a slide-way constituting a corresponding mortise 
fastened below the insole. 
The said tenon preferably extends beyond the front 

edge of the seat of the heel and the mortise slide extends, 
beyond the end of the said tenon and up to the lower 
part of the waist, at least in a portion of ?at section, the 
tenon and the slide being concealed outside the heel by 
the outsole. 
Due to this arrangement, the mortise slide serves as 

shank piece and the roll of the latter is reinforced, over 
the greater portion of its length by the tenon which is 
rigidly connected with the heel. 
The attached drawing shows, by way of example, one 

embodiment of a shoe in accordance with the present in 
vention. 

Fig. l is a side view, partly in section, of the shoe with 
the heel removed. 

Fig. 2 is a corresponding bottom view, the sole being 
partially broken away. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section through the heel shown by 
itself. 

Fig. 4 is an outer view of the entire shoe, with the 
heel on. 

Fig. 5 is a partial cross section along the plane of the 
line 5--5 of Fig. 4. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary section showing the automatic 
locking spring catch. 
As can be noted from the drawing (Fig. 3), in accord 

ance with the present invention, the heel 1 is provided 
with a metal tenon 2, curved along a circular arc in the 
direction of its length. This tenon protrudes beyond 
the “seat” 1a» to which it is fastened, for instance by 
screws 3. In the present embodiment, the tenon 2 (see 
Fig. 5) has a trapezoidal cross-section (the large base 
being at top), and it extends (see Fig. 3) far beyond the 
front edge 1b of the heel seat. 

Furthermore (see Figs. l and 2) below the insole 4 
of the shoe, there is fastened a mortise slide 5 which is 
curved with the same radius of curvature as the tenon 2 
and the inside section of which corresponds to that of the 
said tenon. In the embodiment shown, the part 5 consists 
of a sheet metal plate which has been cut out and folded 
over a portion of the length of its edges so as to form, in 

10 

30 

35 

60 

65 

70 

2,795,866 
Patented‘ June 18, 1957 1C6 

2 
addition to the mortise slide, two lateral, lugs 5a (Fig. 2) 
and an extension 5b without rim or ?anges which termi 
nates, in the same manner as is customary, at the bottom 
of the waist C. The attachment of the part 5 to the 
bottom of the insole 4, which is for instance made of 
leather, is effected by means of nails, some of which 6 
are arranged in the axis of the said part while others 7 
are arranged on the lugs 5a. As can be noted from 
Figs. 1 and 2, the entire portion of part 5, located in front 
of the heel seat, is concealed by the outsole 8, 
attached as customary to the insole 4 by any suitable 
means. 

This being the case, it can easily be seen that in order 
to mount the heel it is merely necessary to engage the 
tenon 2 in the mortise slide 5 and to push it until the 
said heel comes against the extreme edge 8a of the sole 8. 
Preferably, the cross-sectional areas are such that the 
sliding of the tenon in the slide is effected with slight 
force which in su?icient to hold the heel with perfect 
tightness to the shoe. 
However, without going beyond the scope of the inven 

tion, a locking system and preferably an automatic lock 
ing system could be provided which might consist for 
instance of a conical-head spring catch 9 which, housed in 
the heel and protruding beyond the tenon 2, is auto 
matically locked in a hole 10 of the sole of the slide 5 
and is disengaged when the heel is pulled towards the 
outside. 

It can easily be seen that it is su?icient to provide an 
assortment of heels of different shape (Louis XV, boot, 
etc.) or different shape or style or different colors or 
both, so that by means of the present invention it is 
possible to convert a shoe practically instantaneously 
without the need of any tool and without the exertion of 
any great force. 

It goes without saying that the invention is not limited 
to the embodiment described and shown and that it covers 
all variants thereof. 

I claim: 
1. In a ladies’ shoe, the improvements consisting of a 

replaceable heel assembly wherein the heel is detachably 
secured to the shoe by means of an elongated tenon having 
an inner secured section and a section extending from the 
front of the heel, said tenon being trapezoidal in cross 
section and curved along a circular arc in the direction of 
its length, the inner section secured to the heel, the tenon 
engageable with the shoe by friction sliding, in a slide of 
a corresponding metal mortice fastened beneath the shoe 
insole, and extending from beneath the heel seat section 
of the shoe to the bottom part of the waist section of the 
shoe, an outer sole covering said mortice and having an 
edge terminating adjacent the heel seat section, the heel 
adapted to be manually removed by pulling the tenon from 
the mortice, and replaced by pushing the tenon into the 
heel mortice slide until the heel abuts the side edge of the 
outer sole. 

2. In a replaceable heel asssembly for shoes, an elon 
gated curved metal tenon, trapezoidal in cross-section 
secured to the heel and having an outwardly extending sec 
tion protruding beyond the heel, a channeled mortice 
adapted to receive and frictionally hold said tenon, secured 
to the heel insole and extending from the heel seat section 
to the bottom of the waist section, a portion of the oppos 
ing sides of the channel of the mortice bent back to form 
a pair of lugs, fasteners inserted through the lugs to anchor 
the mortice slide to the heel seat section, an outer sole 
covering said mortice and having an edge terminating ad 
jacent the heel seat section, whereby the heel can be re 
moved from the shoe and replaced on the shoe at will by 



pushing‘ thé tehon of the heel into the mortice of the shoe‘ 

2,795,866 

until the heel abuts the edge of the outer sole. 
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